: <Gnr says Hamas dialogue possible 

. TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel does not rule oat negotiating with 
' members of the Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas, Deputy 
■.Defence Minister Mordechai Gur said on Saturday. Asked on 
Israel Radio what Israel would do if Hamas members are chosen 
for the Palestinian self-rule council in future elections, Mr. Gur 
said: “We will talk to them. Years ago we said we would not 
Negotiate with the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) until it 
recognises Israel, refrains from tenor and so on. fa the end ... they 
■ recognised Israel and made a commitment regarding terror.'' 
Hamas opposes the self-rule deal reached last year between Israel 
and the PLO. According to the agreement Palestinians were to 
bold elections in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israeli and 
Palestinian representatives arc still negotiating terms of the 
ejection and the Israeli troop withdrawal which will precede the 
* vote. Hamas has claimed responsibility for three October attacks 
. that have claimed 23 victims. Despite the violence, some of 
; Hamas' political leaders are moving towards participating in future 
‘ Palestinian general elections and claiming a share of power. 
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100 die In Algeria, F& chiefs 

■ W- '«■ • “ \ 

TUNIS (R) — Algerian authorities have 

two leaders of the outlawed Islamic Salmon Fr^CTO^era 

l mAuifiar fh n m M hOUSA SHw* wumi HHr 








An indepenl 


'Arab political daily pij 

VuSkH jt ijj 


the! 


Press Foundation 


the FIS president, and his fiery deputy Ah 
back to their cells in Blida mflitary prison 

Algeria’s official ^ iadep arfagmete "E ^JSB SlS,. 
in the country s esca latin g owfl wife. El wawn, 7. 
on security issues,. said: "The two men rcgg^icd their e cus ... M* 
Wednesday evening." Meanwhile, a French tounrtwTOirfcrcd 
in Algeria, the 21st French victim of political the . 

country, the French foreign ministry said. J 

statement as Jean-Francois Marquette and said 
tourist trip. Radio and televisioa said the 27-year-oIa FTOnaimm 
had been kidnapped by armed men on Friday a nd ms body w as 
found on Saturday in me town of Bouira, 130 kflometres east of 

Algiers. See earlier story on. page 7 
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Crown 

Prince 

returns 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan returned borne 
on Saturday after visits to 
Germany, Morocco and the 
■United Kingdom. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
; received the Crown Prince, 
who was accompanied by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, upon his return. 

'The Crown Prince led the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Oct. 30-Now. 1 conference 
J leld in Casablanca, Moroc- 
co, on economic develop- 
ment of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

'In a speech to the confer- 
ence, attended by leaders and 
senior officials from more 
than 50 countries and 2,000 
business executives from all 
over the world, the Crown 
Prince emphasised Jordan’s 
commitment to a free market 
economy and enhancing the 
role of the private sector. 

< -The Crown Prince also pre- 
sented Jordan’s vision of a 
Middle East in a state of 
peace and stability. 

'Amman will host a follow- 
up conference to the Casab- 
lanca summit in mid-1995 
when many of the proposals 
submitted in the summit are 
expected to crystallise into 
real projects. 

The Crown Prince, who 
flew to Germany before 
attending the Casablanca 
summit, paid a brief visit to 
the ‘ t? rifted ' Kingdom after 
attending the conference in 
the Moroccan city. 

Also receiving the Crown 
Prince and Princess Sarvath 
upon their return home were 
Their Royal Highnesses Prin- 
cess Abdullah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein, Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, Prince Ghazi 
Mohammad and Prin- 
cess Sumaya Bint A1 Hassan. 

Also present were Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali. Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad AI 
Lawzi, the King's advisors, 
the King's private secretary. 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Abdul Hafez 
Mirai, heads of the Public 
Security and General Intelli- 
gence departments. Royal 
Court officials and the 
ambassadors of the United 
Kingdom, Germany and 
Morocco in Jordan. 
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Lower House begins debate of peace treaty 

Maj ority support foregone conclusion , but opponents try to make their point 


By Ayman Al Safadi treaty will lead to the return 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter of all Jordanian rights. 

“The treaty has ceded 
AMMAN — The Lower Arab and Islamic land ... four 
House of Parliament Satur- fifths of the land of Pales- 
day began its debate of the tine 1 ’ because the peace talks 
peace treaty with Israel in a were based on U.N. Security 
marathon session .that is ex- Council resolution 242 ana 
pected to end today with the 338, said Mr. Mansour, 
endorsement of the treaty by spokesman of the LAP'S 37- 


the majority of lawmakers. 

Twenty-seven out of 53 de- 
puties who requested the 
floor addressed the House 
yesterday with the majority 
of them expressing support 
for the treaty and two par- 
liamentary blocs announcing 


member bloc. 

Mr. Mansour said he also 
rejeos the treaty because it 
recognises the right of Israel 
to exist in Palestine, it allows 
for diplomatic relations be- 
tween the Kingdom and 
Israel, puts Jordan in a 


that they will vote for endors- strategic alliance with the 


mg it. 

Opponents of the treaty, 
however, also made their 
stand known during the ses- 
sion even though they admit- 
ted that they will not be able 
to block the ratification of the 
accord which is expected to 
pass with 55-59 votes in the 
80-strong House. 

The session started amidst 
strict security measures. Pa- 
ramilitary troops were sta- 
tioned on the major roads 
leading to Parliament. 
According to Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Al Majali, the 
government had received 
“information" which made 
these measures necessary. 

The Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the House had re- 
commended that the House 
endorse the treaty as the 
“best” accord the Kingdom 

could haw reach ed m light of 
what is “possible and realis- 
tic." 

The committee, which is 
headed by prominent centrist 
Deputy Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti and includes repre- 
sentatives of all parliamen- 
tary blocs, said the treaty 
allows Jordan to regain all its 
rights in land and wateT and 
falls in line with the basic 
principles npon which the 
Kingdom entered the peace 
talks with Israel in Madrid in 
1991. 

But three of the 23- 
member committee opposed 
its recommendation on the 
basis of what they termed as 
ideological and realistic con- 
siderations. 

The three Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) deputies, Ham- 
zeh Mansour, Bassam 
Ornoush and Mohammad Al 
Haj, also rejected the com- 
mittee's assertion that the 


Cabinet panel to 
oversee assistance 
to victims of flood 


. AMMAN (J.T.) — In im- 
plementation of directives 
by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to address the needs of 
Cictims of last week's flash- 
floods in Jordan, the Coun- 
cil of Ministers on Saturday 
set up a ministerial commit- 
tee to supervise arrange- 
ments for assistance to the 
affected families. 

The committee, which is 
chaired by Interior Minis- 
ter Salameb Hammad, 
groups Minister of Social 
Development Mohammad 
$qour, Minister of Public 
works and Housing Abdul 
iRazzak Ensour and Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan. 

; ' The committee was 
-dsked to report to the 
‘Council of ministers on 
progress of its work. 

■ ' The Ministry of Municip- 
al and Rural Affairs has 
despatched a team of offi- 
cials and engineers to Maf- 
raq region, one of the most 
■severely hit by the storm to 
"conduct a survey of dam- 
ages there. The team will 
■also visit Ramtha to the 
-north. 

' A ministry offical said 
the team would make a 
comprehensive study of the 
-situation and make propos- 
for rehabilitation. The 
’official said equipment 
would be sent to the affected 


areas to help in reconstruc- 
tion process. 

In Zarqa, search con- 
tinued for three people re- 
ported missing in the wake 
of the heavy rains and 
floods, which killed nine 
persons in the Zarqa region 
alone. 

Official figures put the 
death toll from the fiods at 
21 killed. Al Dustour said 
Saturday that 24 people 

died, 34 were injured and 
11 were missing. 

Mr. Sqour chaired a 
meeting of heads of the 
departments of the Minis- 
ter of Soda) Development 
to review emergency assist- 
ance to victims of the 
floods. 

Ministry sources said 
foodstuffs and financial aid 
will be distributed to the 
various families shortly. 

In Madaba, local teams 
backed by the Gvil De- 
fence Department (CDD) 
and the municipal council 
were cleaming culverts and 
rebuilding and clearing 
roads from earth and rocks. 

Similar moves were re- 
ported in Karak and 
Tafilefa regions which were 
also hit by the floods. 

According to the depart- 
ment of meteorology, more 
scattered showers were ex- 
pected Saturday evening 
and Sunday. 


Jewish state and does not 
lead to the recovery of all the 
Kingdom's rights in water. 

The Islamist deputy, whose 
speech was interrupted more 
than once by people in the 
galleries who hailed the lead- 
ership of His Majesty King 
Hussein, also blasted the 
treaty for calling for the eli- 
mination of any “aggressive 
and discriminatory” refer- 
ences in Jordanian and Israeli 
legislation, saying that this is 
a prelude for changing school 
curricula to rewrite the his- 
tory of the struggle with 
Israel. 

Though echoing the posi- 
tion of Mr. Mansour, IAF 
Deputy Ornoush stressed that 
the IAF opposition to the 
treaty is predicated on its 
concern for the country and 
its future. 


dination with other Arab par- 
ties to the peace talks and 
weakens the position of those 
still negotiating with Israel. 

Leftist deputy Mustafeh 
Shneikat said his opposition 
to the treaty does hot stem 
from his rejection of the con- 
cept of peace but from the 
“failure” of tbe treaty to 
abide by tbe decisions of in- 
ternational legitimacy. 

He accused the govern- 
ment of breaking its pre- 
viously declared stand on the 
issue of refugees and dis- 
placed persons by agreeing to 
settle them in countries other 
than their homeland. 

Harsh criticism of the gov- 
ernment also came from De- 
puty Toujan Faisal who said 
the government was oppres- 
sing public freedoms. Ms. 
Faisal questioned the motiva- 
tion of the deployment of 
security forces around Parlia- 
ment, suggesting it resulted 
from lack of confidence. 

Ms. Faisal said she “would 
use the margin of freedom” 
allowed to her as a deputy 
who has parliamentary im- 
munity and speak against the 
treaty and “the lies the gov- 
ernment is making.” 

She said this immunity was 
guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion and not by any other 
individual. Those who 
attempt to take away this 
immunity, she said, will 
themselves lose their immun- 
ity because they will be 


Referring to the history of. violating the Constitution 
the Islamic movement in Jor- that gave it to them. 


dan. Dr. Ornoush said the 
IAF will continue to defend 
the country with all its power 
because “we the Islamists 
never had a black page in this 
country." 

“Now, and regrettably so, 
this treaty will receive the 
support of the majority which 
has to shoulder its responsi- 
bility before God ana the 
people. It is democracy that 
allows all to speak their opin- 
ions” said Dr. Ornoush. 

But what the Islamists axe 
calling for, he said, are not 
the principles of a limited 


Opponents of the accord 
also focused on a clause that 
allows Israelis to remain in 
Jordanian land under the 
“jurisdiction of Israeli law.” 
They said this “concession” is 
a precedent that makes a 
mockery of the government's 
assertions that it has regained 
its sovereignty over all Jorda- 
nian land. 

The Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee had responded to the 
opposition comments in its 
report, asserting that the 
Jordanian law will apply over 
these territories except in 


party. They are calling for cases of disputes among 
npholding the teachings of Israelis who will be living in 


God and hence is the IAF call 
on other deputies to be “in 
harmony with themselves and 
reject the treaty.” 
Opposition deputies also 
charged that the treaty repre- 
sents a deviation from coor- 


them. 

The area in question, Ba- 
quora in the north of the 
country, consists of 6,000 
dunums which belonged to 
Israelis since 1927, tbe report 
said. Five thousand dunums 


were in Jordanian bands and 
1,000 dunums were in no- 
mans land. Under the agree- 
ment, Israel gives up its claim 
to the majority of this land 
but Israeli fanners will be 
allowed to continue utilising 
an area of 830 dunums for a 
renewable period of 25 years, 
tbe committee said in its re- 
port. 

Proponents of the peace 
treaty sought to refute the 
opposition's arguments, 
asserting that the treaty is “a 
balanced accord” that serves 
the interest of the Kingdom 
and allows it to regain all its 
rights in land and water. 

Announcing the endorse- 
ment of the treaty by the 
12- member National Demo- 
cratic Alliance, Deputy Ali 
Abul Ragheb said the treaty 
“was balanced to an accept- 
able degree, leads to the re- 
covery of our rights and puts 
an end to the aggression of 
the other side.” 

“Out of mature patriotic 
motives and with national 
pride, I announce” the sup- 
port of tbe coalition to the 
treaty, said Mr. Abul 
Ragheb. 

Pan-Arabist Deputy 
Sameer Habashneh said Jor- 
dan did not break Arab coor- 
dination and has been the 
party that sought it most. 

He said it was the Rabat 
Arab summit decision of 1974 
that recognised the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as the representative 
of the Palestinian people and 
that made the occupied terri- 
tories the responsibility of the 
PLO. 

He said opposition was ex- 
pecting Jordan to act as if it 
had all the resources of the 
Arab Nation and thus de- 
manding from it more than it 
could realistically provide. 

“Why wait?" Mr. Habash- 
neh said in response to those 
who said that Jordan moved 
too quickly in signing the 
peace treaty with Israel. 

.“Why wait? Have we 
opted for peace because 
other Arabs are putting for- 
ward the option of war and 
we reject that? Are those 
Arabs who want ns to wait 
worried because we will not 
be the last (to reach a peace 
treaty) when they wanted to 
use Jordan as a negotiating 

(Confined on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday re- Royal Highness Prince Talal Ben Mohammad 
ceives Nizar Abdul Qader Al Zaben (right), a and the King’s advisors Marwan Al Qasem 
youth who saved five people from drowning (fourth from right) and Abdul Rasoui Al 
during the flashfloods that hit the Kingdom Keilani (Petra photo) 
last week, in an audience attended by His 

King honours youth who 
saved five from drowning 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday honoured Nizar 
Abdul Qader Al Zaben, a 
youth who saved tbe lives 
of five people from drown- 
ing during the storm last 
Thursday. 

Receiving the youth at 
the Royal Court, King 
Hussein paid tribute to his 
courage and conferred on 
him the Jordanian Inde- 
pendence Medal of the 


Fifth Order and presented 
him with the Al Hussein 
Golden decoration and a 
royaj gift. 

Speaking later to repor- 
ters. Nizar expressed de- 
light at the honour and said 
that he would cherish the 
gift ail his life. 

Nizar said that he led a 
group of passengers on a 
bus that was heading for 
Amman from Zarqa to 
save the passengers of a . 


S 


small car which sank in the 
floods near the Pepsi fac- 
tory. 

Later he administered first 
aid to the five people and 
helped carry them in a car 
to the civil defence centre 
in Marka, to a local health 
centre and tbe .Queen Alia 
Hospital. He also offered 
assistance to the rescued 
people some of whom were 
suffering from injuries. 
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Prime Minister Abdul Safami Mqjah and De- House of Parfiament (Photo by Yousef Al 
pnty Prime Minister Thouqan Hmdawi have a ’Allan) 
chat during Saturday’s session of the Lower 



Deputy Toujan Faisal consults her coUeagues during Saturday’s session of the Lower House 
of Parliament (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Lawmakers draw clear 

pro- and anti-treaty lines 


In its first full debate of tbe Jordan-Israel treaty , tbe Lower 
House of Parliament yesterday listened to speeches by 27 
deputies. Following is a report stuntnarising those speeches 


Abdul Hadi M^jafi (Karak), 
who spoke on behalf of tbe 
16-member National Action 
Parliamentary Bloc, Voiced 
support for die peace treaty 
with Israel and stressed that 
the treaty was a strictly 
Jordanian option. 

This option was taken in . 
order to safeguard the higher 
national interests and the 
treaty was a tool for Jordan 
to secure its usurped rights, 
Mr. Majali said. 

“The Jordanian people 
were not in a position to 


because delay means farther 
sufferings and could lead no- 
where," he added. 

Mr. Majali explained that 
Jordan had offered an 
umbrella for the Palestinians 
enabling them to take part in 
the Madrid conference and 
later to take up their own 
course to reach agreements 
with Israel in Oslo. The 
Palestinian decision was 
taken freely and they are now 
on the way of regaining their 
rights, be added. 

“At the same time we will 
continue to back tbe Palesti- 
nian endeavours. Now with 
the treaty ensuring our rights 
back and ending all threats 
posed to the Kingdom, we 
are in a stronger position to 
extend backing to tbe Palesti- 
nians,” he said. 

Coordination among Arab 
parties, Mr. Majali said, did 
not exist and Jordan had to 
opt for a way out of the 
difficult situation and rescue 
itself. 

He questioned the reason 
behind those who felt angry 
over the treaty. Are they 
unhappy because “we have 
been rescued or because we 


want onr water rights back or 
because we have regained 
our occupied land and ended 
the siege on Jordan and 
breathed life in our eco- 
nomy?” he asked. 

Defending tbe treaty as 
being part of an overall set- 
tlement, Mr. Majali said that 
by regaining “our rights in 
land and water resources we 
are regaining the rights of tbe 
whole Arab Nation.” 

If Jordan has now reached 
(he end of the track, it hopes 
that the other parties will 
follow suit and attain their 
rights in implementation of 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions, he said. 

Referring to those groups 
which express fear for the 
future, Mr. Majali said there 
was no fear that Arab culture 
would disintegrate. He said 
that all parties should join 
hands and face the coming 
stage. 

He said Islam did not come 
to wage wars and threaten 
other people's lives but came 
with a mission to be spread 
around the world. 

Criticising those who had 
always supported tbe regime 
and its policies for their rejec- 
tion of the treaty, Mr. Majali 
said that the time has come 
for aU citizens to join bands 
and work with “pure minds 
and dear conscience to serve 
tbe nation.” 

Ali Abul Ragheb (Amman) 

Mr. Abu] Ragheb, who 
spoke on behalf of the Demo- 
cratic Bloc in Parliament, 
said: ’Today is a day like no 
other, a day that wul have a 
great significance in the his- 
tory of Jordan and file whole 
region, a day in which we 


face a dangerous turning 
point and therefore requires 1 
from us a high degree of. 
vigilance and feeling of re- 
sponsibility.” 

“The case before us to- ■ 
day,” said Mr. Abul Ragheb, 
“places ns face to face with a 
major challenge in that we - 
have a choice whether to 1 
remain dreaming and watting 
for the unknown, giving no 
attention to regional and in- • 
temational developments or 
whether we become realistic 
and aspiring for a better fu- ■ 
ture with au that it entails of 
bard work, planning and con- 1 
struction to ensure better life 
for our people.” 

“We view the peace treaty 
not as a panacea healing au 
ills; nor do we consider it to 
be fully satisfactory. But in 
my view it is balanced to a 
reasonable degree because it 
has secured tbe return of our 
.lands and other rights and put 
an end to aggression and 
expansionist designs,” Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said. 

“We will continue to aspire 
to the day when genuine just 
and comprehensive peace 
will prevail in the whole re- 
gion and we will pursue 
efforts to see an end to Israeli 
occupation of our land and 
the Palestinians regaining 
their independent state in 
Palestine with Jerusalem as 
its capital,” he said. “We will 
continue to back all efforts 
aimed at the restoration of 
Palestinian refugees rights in- 
their own homdand.’V^ 

'‘In my view there can be. 
no genuine peace unless it- 
involves the Syrian Jind' 
Lebanese tracks and ensures 

their frill SOVeTeipn riph tS-.”- 

he added. ' T- ; ; 

’’The present stage 
quizes from people to ppife 


(Confined on page .7^ 
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UNDP report identifies 
needs of Palestinian women 


By Eca Wafabeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A report that 
addresses the needs of the 
Palestinian women and iden- 
tifies concrete steps to ensure 
their full participation in 
nation-building and social 
and economic development 
was launched Saturday dur- 
ing a press conference orga- 
nised by the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

The 169-page document, 
titled “At the Crossroads: 
Challenges and Choices for 
Palestinian Women in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip,” is a compilation by a 
fact-finding mission fielded 
by UNDP during the current 
year when the organisation 
expanded its 14-year-old 
programme of assistance to 
the Palestinian people. 

Funded by the Norwegian 
government, the report, 
according to Osman Has him, 
U.N. resident coordinator 
and resident representative 
of the UNDP, is a “timely, 
updated, comprehensive 
strategic outlook, not an 
academic report.” 

It is, he added, a policy- 
setting, multi-setting, multi- 
disciplinary document, a 
point of reference for Palesti- 
nian women, decision- 
makers and donors alike. 

Dr. Has him also stressed 
the fact that the launching of 


the report coincides with the 
hi gh concentration of women 
in the region — grouped in 
expert, high-level policy dis- 
cussion teams belonging to 
various U.N. or non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) — whose work is 
aimed at preparing the 
women of the area for the 
September 1995 Beijing 
world conference on Women. 

After the initialling of the 
Oslo agreement, said Dr.. 
Hashim, “our programme fo- 
cused on the role of women 
in the peace process. To put 
this into a material realisa- 
tion, a mission of donors — 
Norway, Denmark, the 
Netherlands — and special- 
ists and consultants carried 
up the study geared at arriv- 
ing at a set of recommenda- 
tions to the Palestinian au- 
thority.” 

The main concern and the 
compelling force behind the 
report was the marginalised 
role of women, their limited 
participation in decision- 
making in law, health, educa- 
tion, labour organisations 
and financial institutions. 
Thus, cautions the report, 
“unless women have a voice 
in decision-making bodies, 
their rights and emerging 
needs will most likely be 
overlooked.” 

It is a phenomenon typical 
of any developing country 
trying to assert its nationhood 
after years of occupation. 


mentions Zabira Kamal, 
member of the UNDP mis- 
sion in Jerusalem and project 
manager for project — prom- 
otion of the role of women 
within the Palestinian society 
and economy programme of 
assistance to the Palestinian 
people. 

And that is why, she said, 
the report is an appraisal 
study to which women them- 
selves contributed and which 
is important for the women 
agenda, as it pinpoints the 
problems and gives amending 
recommendations, and to die 
donors as it will help decide 
where to give support. 

“We are doing the base- 
course for the needs of 
women. We will give sugges- 
tions as for Palestinian pro- 
jects, but it is their projects, 
their programmes," added 
Mb. Kamal. 

Adding that the report is a 
policy framework of action. 
Dr. Hashim noted that it was 
also the result of cooperation 
with the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) and addresses all the 
key players in Gaza and West 
Bank meaning to see women 
as “part of the society and of 
the peace process.” 

“We want to see a society 
(for building of which) men 
and women participate 
together. The future is in- 
volved. This is a crossroad, a 
starting point and everybody 
is needed,” he concluded. 


Gruesome details transfix 
court trying Bakhtiar murder 


PARIS (AP) — An anti- 
terrorism court sat transfixed 
Friday by descriptions of the 
scene where ex-Iranian Prime 
Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar 
and his aide were found mur- 
dered in what a police official 
called “extraordinary cold 
blood." 

The month-long trial, 
which opened Wednesday 
under heavy security, could 
shed light on suspicions that 
Iran's Islamic regime has 
sponsored some of the 63 
attacks on exiled opposition 
figures. 

Mr. Bakhtiar and his aide, 
Soroush Katibeth. were 
strangled and knifed to death 
Aug. 6. 1991, at Bakhtiar's 
home in suburban Suresnes. 
Their bodies were found two 
days later. 

Three people are on trial, 
one charged with assassina- 
tion and the others with com- 
plicity. Ali Vakili Rad, 35, 
accused of being part of the 
hit team with two Iranians 
still at large, claims he was an 
activist in Bakhtiar's opposi- 
tion group. 

The seven-judge panel lis- 
tened attentively Friday as 
police experts laid out in 
chilling detail the scene and 
circumstances of the double 
murder. Bakhtiar's widow. 
Shahintaj . left the courtroom 
as the accounts unfolded. 

“The body of Shahpour 
Bakhtiar was lying in the 
back (of the living room) on a 
couch, covered with a table 
cloth," said Jean-Pierre 
Birot. then-acting chief of the 
criminal brigade. 

There were five slashes on 
the right side of Bakhtiar's 
neck and four deeper gashes 
on the left side. His right pant 
leg was raised to the knee, 
seemingly from the effort to 
place Kim on the couch. 

The killers “showed ex- 
traordinary cold blood." Mr. 
Birot said. “Such a murder in 


a villa guarded by riot police 
is stupefying." 

Mr. Bakhtiar, who sur- 
vived an assassination 
attempt 1 1 years earlier, was 
said to be the most well- 
guarded of several Iranian 
opposition leaders in France. 
Four riot police were posted 
at his home, changing shifts 
every six hours. 

Lawyers for the civil par- 
ries — Bakhtiar’s family and 
a group defending the rights 
of terrorist victims, SOS- 
Attack — . demanded ex- 
planations as to why the 
bodies ' were not discovered 
sooner. 

They also wanted to know 
how three killers were able to 
carry out the slaying and 
leave unnoticed. 

The widow's attorney, Paul 
Lombarde, charged that 
there had been an “extraor- 
dinary lapse” in security. 

The bodies were disco- 
vered only after numerous 
phone callers complained of a 
constant busy signal. Police 
witnesses testified that the 
phone had been removed 
from its cradle. 

The alleged killers met 
with Bakhtiar by appoint- 
ment. One of the suspected 
assassins at large, Farydoun 
Boyerahmadi, who lived in 
France, was an acquaintance 
of Bakhtiar and had visited 
him twice in the weeks pre- 
ceding the killings. 

Vakili Rad has told investi- 
gators that he was duped into 
the visit, claiming he thought 
it was aimed at consulting 
with him on a plan to blow up 
an Iranian oil refinery. 

Vakili Rad told the court 
Wednesday that he super- 
vised activists in Bakhtiar's 
National Iranian Resistance 
Movement in Tehran. 

A friend of Bakhtiar said 
French officials told the ex- 
iled premier shortly before he 
was murdered in Paris that he 
should leave the country. 


Ladan Boroumand told the 
court that Mr. Bakhtiar felt 
that France was changing its 
policy towards him. 

Ms. Boroumand, 37. said 
Bakhtiar told her in July 1991 
foreign ministry officials had 
suggested he should leave 
France. 

“He was rather bitter.” she 
said. 

Ms. Boroumand’s father 
Abdul Rahman had been 
stabbed to death in Paris in 
May 1991. 

The court questioned rela- 
tives and. friends about 
Bakhtiar, '’including his son 
Guy Bakhtiar who became an 
inspector in the French police 
and was in charge of his 
father's security. 

“He was not worrying ab- 
out whether he was under 
threat, he was devoted to his 
fight,” Mr. Bakhtiar said of 
his father. 

The prosecution is seeking 
to establish that the Tehran 
government organised the 
kilting. 

Iran's opposition Mujahe- 
deen denied on Friday that 
Vakili Rad had belonged to 
their guerrilla movement. 

“Vakili Rad fabricated 
these lies in order' to divert 
public attention from the 
direct responsibility of those 
who ordered (the killing), 
that is to say Iran's ruling 
mullahs.” a Mujahedeen 
statement said. 

Vakili Rad told the court 
on Thursday he had joined 
the Mujahedeen after becom- 
ing disenchanted with the 
Islamic revolution and later 
worked for Bakhtiar's clan- 
destine resistance movement. 

He has admitted during the 
investigation that he was at 
Bakhtiar's home ar the time 
of his murder, but said he had 
not known the men with him 
had come to kill. The two 
other suspected killers are on 
the run. 


£ 


due 


water ... everu drop counts! 



Y. * 


itf -»■ mi f JPVc . ,^'V ** . ■ - • ■ ** 

DEVASTATED VILLAGERS: Children riding a donkey in 
the devastated village of Dronka, some 400 kilometres smith 
of Cairo. Some 550 people were reportedly killed after ofl 


Conference urges urgent anti-poUution steps 


NICOSIA (AP) — An inter- 
national scientific conference 
on Friday called for urgent 
measures to save the 
Mediterranean Sea from 
heavy pollution. 

“Some coastal areas con- 
tinue to be heavily and in- 
creasingly polluted," said a 
final communique by the 
three-day conference 
attended by 160 water treat- 
ment scientists from 30 coun- 
tries. 

The communique drew 
attention to the health risks 
posed by the discharge of 
untreated sewage, adding 
that “environmental legisla- 
tion and standards for 
effluent discharges are still 
missing or inadequate in 
many of the riparian *coun-; 
trieSi : ’- 

The conference was orga- 
nised by the Water Treat- 


ment Scientists Association 
of Cyprus and sponsored by 
the International Association 
on Water Quality and two 
United Nations agencies, the 
World Health " Organisation 
and the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation. 

The communique recom- 
mended that Mediterranean 
countries "adopt a more inte- 
grated approach towards the 
protection of the marine en- 
vironment and its resources 
as pan of their sustainable 

development projects.” 

, • 

It added that “there is an 

urgent need for low cost, 
efficient and environment- 
friendly wastewater treat- 
ment technologies.” 

“Apart from the obliga- 
tions- arising from the 
Mediterranean Action Plan 
(MAP), countries should en- 
hance their cooperation to- 


wards the protection of their 
common sea,” and adopt 
standardised monitoring and 
sampling programmes, it 
said. 

The MAP is part of the 
original 1976 Barcelona con- 
vention adopted by a /I the 
Mediterranean states for the 
protection of their heavily 
polluted sea. 

The communique said re- 
medial measures adopted 
partly from the Barcelona 
convention and partly due to 
improved legislation as a re- 
sult of increasing public 
awareness and pressure have 
“prevented further deteriora- 
tion of water quality in the 
bulk of the sea.” 

But it added that a great 
deal still needs to be done. 

The Cyprus conference is 
the jfotirtK international con- 
ference on the Mediterra- 
nean in three weeks, under- 


lining the concern over the 
adoption of adequate mea- 
sures for reversing the de- 
terioration of its environ- 
ment. 

A conference in Tunis last 
week dealt with strengthen- 
ing provisions of rhe Barcelo- 
na convention against coas- 
tal pollution from mineral 
and industrial wastes. 

Ministers from Cyprus, 
Egypt and Israel will meet in 
Nicosia this week to adopt 
joint measures for combating 
large scale sea pollution inci- 
dents, such as rhose caused 
by major oil spills. 

The week after another 
meeting in Barcelona will 
deal with the periodic review 
and updating of the Barcelo- 
na' convention and all its re- 
lated 'protocols in' view of the 
results and experience gained 
to date. 


Thai police 


say some 
Saudi gems 

returned 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai 
police believe they Have re- 
covered some of the X20 
million in gems stolen front a 
Saudi palace in 1989 after 
making a nationwide appeal 
for the return of the jewel- 
lery. the Nation new^japer 
said on Saturday. 

Deputy Police Director 
Pracha Promnok was quoted 
as saving the jewellery was 
handed in from all over the 
country to a committee 
assigned to handle the long- 
running case. He refused to 
give any more details. 

Police last month opened a 
special post office box where 
people can anonymously 
send any of the missing gems. 

The jewellery was stolen 
by a Thai gardeners from the 
palace where he worked. He 
was tracked down and 
arrested in 1990 after fleeing 
back to Thailand but Saudi 
authorities said many of the 
items returned turned out to 
be fakes. 

About a dozen police offic- 
ers. including two former 
national police chiefs, face 
charges in connection with 
the case. 

The Saudi envoy to Thai-* 
land, who has vigorously pur- 
sued the case over the past 
four years, has said his gov- 
ernment would be satisfied 
with the return of the gems 
even if no one was punished. 

Saudi Arabia drastically re- 
duced the number of its Thai 
expatriate workers in protest 
at Bangkok's handling of the 
case. 

Thai police have said they 
feel confident that some of 
the jewellery may be re- 
turned voluntarily if the hol- 
ders feel confident they will 
not be punished or identified. 
An amnesty is being consi- 
dered for people who return 
items. 

Prime Minister Chuan 
Leekpai said at a televised 
news conference on Friday he 
was sceptical even an amnes- 
ty would work but appealed 
again to those holding the 
items. 

“If any one of you has the 
gems, please return them for 
the good of the country,” he 
said. 


Sudan churches , Muslims trade Hamas says it will 


forced conversion charges 


target informants 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Christians and Muslims are 
trading charges about forced 
conversions in Sudan, where 
the Islamic junta has foiled to 
get a grip on the majority 
Christian south riven by civil 
war since 1983. 

Christians allege the Mus- 
lims are enforcing conver- 
sions in the refugee camps 
surrounding die capital Khar- 
toum, while Muslims com- 
plain about proselytism by 
the churches in the south. 

Almost 1.8 million south- 
ern refugees, mostly Christ- 
ian or animist, shelter in 
camps near here alongside 
thousands of homeless Mus- 
lims chased out of their shan- 
tytowns when the authorities 
began rebuilding projects in 
the city in 1992. 

The Islamic fundamental- 
ists who back the regime that 
took power in a bloodless 
coup in 1989 “have decided 
to mount a vast campaign of 
conversion 'to Islam in the 
refugee camps for south- 
erners,” said an official of the 
Sudan Council of Churches 
(SCO) who asked not to be 
named. 

Displaced in their own 
country, rhe refugees could 


not enjoy U.N. protection 
but simply got U.N. huma- 
nitarian aid, he said. 

They were put under gov- 
ernment control, and the au- 
thorities let Muslim relief 
agencies have a free band 
while placing restrictions on 
western ones, the church offi- 
cial said. 

The organisations Al 
Dawaa and Islamic African 
Relief Association had 
opened 100 Koranic schools 
in the camps where the chur- 
ches already ran 100 schools, 
he noted. 

In some camps, the author- 
ities allowed only the Muslim 
groups to open new schools. 
Chirstian children had to go 
to those schools and rerite 
the Koran to get more food, 
the churchman said. 

Conversion to Islam fol- 
lowed for hundreds of them 
in government primary 
schools, he said. 

Mohammad Senada of Al 
Dawaa agreed that hundreds 
of southern Christians in the 
camps were converting to 
Islam. “But they are doing so 
willingly and without coer- 
cion,” he added. “All we do 
is give them food and huma- 
nitarian help, to highlight the 
tolerant precepts of Islam, 


since the (southern) rebels 
have made them believe the 
Muslims of the north are 
barbarians,” Mf. Senada 
said. 

“When they discover the 
opposite is true, they come 
ana ask to join Islam, which 
is worrying the churches,” he 
said. 

Mr. Senada said Al 
Dawaa’s Koranic schools and 
75 relief centres in the camps 
were open to all religions, 
“but we pay special attention 
to Muslims, whom we cannot 
jeaye at the mercy of Christ- 
ianisation campaigns by the 
churches and western huma- 
nitarian organisations.” 

He added, “These cam- 
paigns force thousands of 
Muslims to convert in die 
south and west of the coun- 
try, particularly in the Nuba 
Mountains region.” 

A Western diplomat com- 
mented that in most cases, a 
change of religion in Sudan 
was not a matter of convic- 
tion but a means of getting 
help or work. All the same, 
he added, campaigns for con- 
version to Islam had become 
more intensive and open in 
the camps, as part of the 
military regime's policy. 


TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
17:N 

Alice Ail Pays Dcs Mcrvcillcs 

17:30 Momagnc 

18*0 Lc Vent Dcs Motions 

18:30 News in French 

18*5 Ushuaia 

19*0 News in Hebrew 

1930 F.B.I. Untold Stories 

20:00 News In Arabic 

2fc3Q You Bet Your Life 

21:10 

Shcriofc Holmes — "An Incident 
At Victoria Falls" 

22*0 News in English 

23:10 Tbc Upper Hand 


De ta Sake Chord) Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Cbiurb Tel: 622366 
Church of tbc AttmcMtti Tel. 
623541. 

AogPcca Church Tel. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 
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Amman Internalftooal Ch urch Td 

652S26. 
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Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


ll /19 
17/24 


Yesterday's high t empe r a tures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 28 Humidity 
readings: Amman 78 per cent. 
Aqaba 41 per cent. 


gre gUoo Td. 684195 
The Latter-Dpy Sainis Td. 654932 
Church of Naaarcne Tel .675691. 
The Ev an g elical Local CbunJa ta 




NIGHT DUTY 


Td. 811295 


M:33 Fajr 

QSiK (Sunrise) Dv ta 

11:19 Dtmhr 

14:21 -Asr 

16:48 Maghreb 

18.-08 -Isba 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdlfch. Tel- 810740 
Assemblies of God Qiardi, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Chart* Td. 624590. 
Church of die AaaaadotiOB Td. 
637440. 


Bulletin Supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

A depression will affect tl>e 
Kingdom. Unis temperatures will 
continue their gradual drop with a 
chance of scattered showers and 
wins becoming westerly moderate, 
in Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy and occasionally rainy with 
winds northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MinJMas. temp. 

Amman 13/16 

Aqaba 17/27 
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Dr. Mohammad KhaJili 273099 
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ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Faqih 
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Khalifch pharmacy 9S5417 Queen Alia Imi. Airport 08-53200 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gv3 Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fin: Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipaliiy 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assurance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 


GAZA CITY (AP) — 
Thousands of Islamic mili- 
tants marched Friday to de- 
mand revenge for the death 
of one of their leaders in a 
carbomb and said suspected 
Israeli informants could be a 
target. 

“The time has come for the 
Palestinian security forces to 
confront informants instead 
of hounding the holy fight- 
ers," said a leafier from the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, issued Friday. 

It was circulated among 
10.000 worshippers at the 
Palestine Mosque, the main 
Hamas mosque in Gaza City. 

. Hamas accuses the Palesti- 
nian National Authority of 
arresting their followers with- 
out reason while failing to 
provide protection for 
Palestinians. A leader of the 
more radical Islamic Jihad 
organisation. Hani Abed, 
died Wednesday when a 
bomb blew up his car. 

Abed was a suspect in the 
shooting death in May of two 
Israeli soldiers. Palestinians 
have accused Israel of Abed’s 
killing, citing their threat to 
strike Islamic activists everv- 
where after several attacks. 

Islamic militants are also 
angry at Yasser Arafat, 
charging he has put himself at 
the mercy of Israeli demands 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

14:00.... Abu Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 
££ : Moscow (SU) 


for tracking Palestinian radi^, 
als and has done nothing to 
■curb rhe activities of sus- 
pected informants. 

Mr. Arafat was thrown out 
of a mosque Thursday by 
militants who called him a 
traitor and knocked off his 
headdress. A delegation from 
both Islamic organisations la- 
ter met with him to apolo- 
gise. said spokesman Ala Saf- 
tawi. 

Hamas demands that three 
alleged informants who killed 
an activist in June be put to 
death. Their leaflet warned 
that militants would attack 
informants unless the Palesti- 
nian authority acted against 
them. 

“The burning and angry 
populace will take the re- 
sponsibility in settling 
accounts with the collabor- 
ators and teach them a cruel 
lesson!” it said. 

Hamas spokesman 
Mahmoud Zahar also called 
for closing the Ga 22 borders 
and not allowing Israelis in, in- 
cluding more than 4,000 set- 
tlers who live in various en- 
claves. 

The leaflet said the militant 
group reserved the right to 
a y^ck Israelis by “all means 
of holy war at the proper time 
and place.” 
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Arab NGOs call on governments 
to appoint women to public office 


! AMMAN (J.T.) — Dele- 
gates representing non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) from 11 Arab coun- 
tries ended a three-day meet- 
ing in Amman Saturday by 
issuing a call on Arab govern- 
ments to allow women to 
participate in various bran- 
ches of government in the 
decision making process. 

Organised as part of the 
preparations for the World 
Conference on Women to be 
1 held next year, the meeting 
i demanded in particular that 
governments fill one-third of 
. rural, municipal and di-; 
plotnatic positions with 
women and implement prog- 
rammes designed to spread 
awareness among women 
concerning their social rights 
and pave the way for 
women's participation in eco- 
nomic activities without dis- 
crimination. 

The meeting, which was 
; organised by the General 
Federation of Jordanian 
Women, (GFJW) urged the 
- concerned authorities and va- 
rious institutions to encour- 
age women to join political 
parties and social institutions 
. and called on the United 
, Nations to increase women's 
■ participation in international 


agencies to 50 per cent by the 
year 2000. 

They called open govern- 
ments to increase women's 


participation in diplomatic 
missions on ; 
with men. 


n dip 
equal 


footing 


The participants urged 
Arab governments to intro- 
duce measures making basic 
education compulsory for 
women until at least the mid- 
level and to take drastic ac- 
tion to prevent school drop- 
outs among girls. 

They recommended that 
more attention be given to 
primary health care services, 
programmes encouraging 
breast feeding and family 
planning, and to make avail- 
able funds to finance projects 
for women. 

The statement said that the 
delegates have reviewed 
different issues pertaining to 
women’s involvement in 
cultural, social, political and 
economic life ana held sever- 
al workshops to discuss issues 
pertaining to women's educa- 
tion, eradicating illiteracy 
and ending all forms of discri- 
mination against women. 

According to the statement 
the meeting called for the 
release of detained women 
from Israeli jails and allowing 


the refugees and displaced 
families the right to be re- 
patriated to their homeland. 

Later Saturday, Her 
Majesty Queen Noor hosted 
a reception for participants in 
the NGO Forum. 

Queen Noor, honorary 
president of the General Fed- 
eration of Jor danian Women, 

welcomed the participants 
and praised their efforts in 
promoting the advancement 
of Arab women. The Queen 
spoke of the marked 

advancement in the status of 
women in the Arab world, 
emphasising the continuing 
role each country has in im- 
plementing policies and re- 
commendations to realize a 
tangible change in women’s 
lives and in the development 
of the whole community. 

The reception was 
attended by Princess Basma 
Bint AJ Talal, head of Jor- 
dan's delegation to the Beij- 
ing conference, Gertrude 
Mongella, president of the 
Beijing conference, Supatra 
Maidit, the convenor of the 
NGO Forum, Dr. Rasha Al- 
Sabah, Sheikha Loulowa AJ 
Khahfah, Haifa Abu Gha- 
zaleh, regional coordinator 
for Western Asia and other 
women leaders. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Saturday discusses Jordanian assistance 
in social development spheres with visit- 


ing Yemeni Minister of Social Affairs 
Mohammad A1 Batni (Photo by Yousef A1 
’Allan) 


Government pledges assistance 
in social development to Y emen 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
. Saturday said it would pro- 
. .vide Yemen with expertise in 
. sodaT affairs and social secur- 
" ity and extend assistance m 
_ educational and health fields 
to the Yemeni people. Meet- 
ing separately Saturday with 
visiting Yemeni Minister of 
Social Affairs Mohammad AJ 
Batni, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and Minister of 
_. r Social Development Moham- 
r [ mad Sqour pledged the gov- 
* emment's assistance in these 
' areas to Mr. Batni. 

Mr. Batni said that he was 
" i making his current visit to 
; ' Jordan at the head of a 
■ Yemeni delegation in a bid to 


benefit from' the Kingdom's 
expertise .in ^pdal afraijs. 

■The';,Y«nrc^i,. delegation 
plans to &aminejfae Ministry 
' ' of Social Development prog- 
rammes and look into the 
work of the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
and also study programmes 
carried out by special educa- 
tion institutions for the hand- 
icapped, Mr. Batni said. 

The prime minister said 
that the two countries plan to 
sign an agreement to normal- 
ise cooperation between 
them in social affairs by pro- 
viding for Jordanian exper- 
tise to be given to Yemen, 
and for the Yemeni govern- 


ment to employ Jordanian ex- 

» pcftSi*'*'* “i" ■ *-• — « » i . a f 

r... s Mr^JBwnLmetieariietMth 
£q our. , and dismissed 
prospects for bilateral coop- 
eration in social affairs, in- 
cluding development of local 
communities, registration 
and supervision of voluntary 
and charitable societies, 
training of personnel em- 
ployed in social fields and 
matters related to women’s 
activities among other topics. 

Faraj A1 Has hem, director 
of the National Aid Fund 
(NAF), outlined his depart- 
ment's activities and how less 
fortunate groups of families 
benefit from its services. 


Princess Wij dan honoured 
for contributions to the arts 


By Joanne L. Nix 

\ USLA 
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, 'WASHINGTON — The 
"world community is growing 
doser through knowledge of 
'-one another’s cultures. 
' according to Princess Wijdan 
- 1 Ali. The Princess visited Chi- 
cago, Illinois, this week to 
* mark the beginning of Arab 
Heritage Month in Chicago 
and to receive a special award 
‘ -for her contributions to the 
' arts. 

On Oct. 23, more than 300 
art patrons and offidais from 
‘ the U.S. and Arab World 
attended a black tie dinner at 
: the Chicago Culture Centre 
' to honour Princess Wijdan, 
'- the creative force behind Jor- 
dan’s National Gallery of 
Fine Arts and patroness of 
- graphic art id Jordan. The 
award ceremony was held in 
conjunction with the opening 
at the centre of an exhibition 
.entitled, “Forces of Change: 
Women Artists of the Arab 
■World.” 

■ SaJwa MIkdadi Nashashibi, 
curator of the exhibition and 
founder of the International 
Council of Women in the 
■Arts, presented a large crys- 
,tal inscribed with a message 
.of appreciation to Princess 
•Wijdan for her longstanding 
involvement with contempor- 
ary arts. 

- Ms. Nashashibi praised the 
Princess for creating "a trea- 
sure house in Jordan to share 
with the world” and ex- 
plained that the Jordan 
National Gallery “houses a 
collection of contemporary 
art from Islamic countries 
stretching as far as Indonesia 
and ail the way west to 
.Morocco in North Africa." 

‘ ” During her remarks, Prin- 
'i, cess Wijdan praised “Forces 
' fif Change: Artists of the 
Arab World" and expressed 
: _Jiope that the exhibition 


ft! 


would dispel “myths har- 
boured by some Americans 
about the role of today’s 
Arab women in the family, 
the world of work and as 
artists. 

“Most nations have 
learned to deal successfully 
with prejudice," she said: 
“Almost all nations condemn 
religious, racial, and class in- 
tolerance — at least on pap- 
er. However, mistrust cou- 
pled (with) misunderstanding 
and self-interest have prom- 
oted conflicts among peoples 
and divided the globe be- 
tween east and west, north 
and south. All the wars that 
have plagued our earth hap- 
pened simply because of the 
absence of tolerance, bred by 
ignorance, and lack of under- 
standing..." 

Princess Wijdan, an 

accomplished artist, received 
a Doctor of Philosophy de- 
gree in Islamic art from the 
University of London. In 
1971 she established the 
Royal Society of Fine Aits 
and a year later, donated her 
entire personal collection of 
contemporary fine arts to 
found Jordan's National Gal- 
lery. The museum now 
houses more than 1,800 
pieces. 

Besides her activities in 
Jordan and the Middle East, 
the Princess makes personal 
appearances to help raise 
money for women in die arts. 
During her current visit to 
the U.S. she met with art 
students and members of 
Chicago's an community. 

“Forces of Change: 
Women Artists of the Arab 
World” opened in Chicago 
following its highly successful 
showing at Washington's 
National Museum of Women 
in the Arts earlier this year. It 
will run in Chicago until Dec. 
16 and then is scheduled to 


visit Miami, Florida,, and 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

The exhibit incorporates a 
wide range of styles, from 
paintings of traditional im- 
ages and Islamic ornamenta- 
tion to abstract sculpture and 
multi-media exhibits. Some 
of the works combine the old 
with the new such as the 
poetry of Lebanese artist 
Ethel Adnan, whose hand- 
written verses draw on tradi- 
tional Arabic calligraphy. 

The exhibition includes 127 
works by 61 artists from 
Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan; Kuwait, Leba- 
non, Morocco, Oman, the 
West Bank and Gaza, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Sudan, and 
the United Arab Emirates. It 
also contains work by artists 
of Arab origin living in the 
' United States, as well as sam- 
ples of Princess Wij dan’s own 
contemporary calligraphy, 
depicting the slaughter of the 
prophet Mohammad's grand- 
son Hussein and 77 of his 
family and followers in the 
7th century. 

An illustrated 148-page ex- 
hibition catalogue for “The 
Force of Change” is also 
available. Its essays by dis* 
tinguished experts serve as a 
valuable resource for those 
seeking information about 
contemporary art by women 
of the Arab World. 

The International Council 
for Women in the Arts, a 
California-based, non-profit 

organisation which co- 
sponsored the exhibit, was 
established in 1990 to encour- 
age, initiate and implement 
projects such as “Hie Force 
of Change," which help 
promote the art of women 
from the Middle East, Afri- 
ca, and Asia and to open 
education and exchange 
channels between American 
audiences and the Arab 
World. 


Islamist deputies assail treaty 

Negotiator 




AMMAN (J.T.) — In meet- 
ings of the Lower House of 
Parliament's Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee last week, 
three opponents of the peace 
treaty, ali Islamists, ex- 
plained why they opposed the 
agreement. Top negotiator 
Awn A Khasawneh, on the 
other hand, defended the 
agreement when he appeared 
before the panel, which is 
headed by deputy Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the three Islamist 
deputies’ objections to the 
treaty, which they read out 
before the full House Satur- 
day, and Mr. Khasawneh’s 
defence of it: 

Hamzeh Mansour 

Mr. Mansour said that Jor- 
dan’s rights to its water and 
land, though extremely im- 
portant, should not be taken 
separately from the Arab and 
Islamic rights. He said parts 
of the Arab and Islamic rights 
were usurped when they were 
part of the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan, which dou- 
bles the Kingdom's responsi- 
bility for them since they are 
an integral part, and since 
they were part of Jordan and 
it is unconstitutional to give 
them up. 

The Islamist deputy re- 
futed the government’s claim 
that the treaty aims to protect 
the country from threats and 
conspiracies through demar- 
cating the bbrder in an 
internationally-recognised 
manner and said the govern- 
ment did not explain the 
source of threats and conspir- 
acies facing Jordan after the 
signing of the treaty. 

He also charged that the 
treaty does not constitute a 
just and comprehensive solu- 
tion to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict as the government has 
pledged, alleging that the 
whole peace process was a 
race with the Palestinian self- 
rule authority which caused 
the most serious breach to 
Arab ranks since the Camp 
David accords. 

He added .that the govern- 
ment kept - repeating that it 
" will not give up sovereignty 
' over Jerusalem, and the trea- 
ty now converts this 
sovereignty to mere religious 
guardianship over Islamic 
holy sites. “And as the Oslo 
agreement (between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians) 
had unjustifiably and un- 
acceptably postponed the 
issue of Jerusalem, the Jorda- 
nian treaty made enough with 
religious guardianship over 
holy places, leaving Arab and 
Islamic sovereignty over the 
holy city to the unknown, 
despite affirmations by the 
government of the enemy 
state that unified Jerusalem is 
the eternal capital of ‘Israel' 
he said. 

Mr. Mansour said despite 
that the government had re- 
peatedly stressed that it will 
not conclude a treaty that 
does not solve the problem of 
refugees and displaced per- 
sons, it signed a peace treaty 
that provides for normalisa- 
tion and security, and makes 
the issue of refugees and the 
displaced a humanitarian 
problem instead of a political 
one, leaving the issue to the 
United Nations’ committees. 

“The treaty also gives the 
Zionist entity, under Para- 
graph 8 of Article 3, the right 
to private Israeli property 
ownership in A Baqoura 
Naharim area, and Jordan, 
based on that, pledges to 
allow the freedom of move- 
ment, entry and exit to own- 
ers of lands and their em- 
ployees and visitors and to 
exempt them from any cus- 
toms procedures or any dis- 
criminatory taxes and to take 
the necessary measures to 
prevent any harm to any per- 
son in the area and to 
approve the existence of the 
Israeli police in it and the 
implementation of Israeli 
laws over its residents for a 
period of 25 years that can be 
extended...,” he said, 
arguing that these measures 
were unprecedented in the 
history of Arab-Israeli agree- 
ments when it gave the 
Israelis the right to own and 
use Arab lands. 

He said the implementa- 
tion of Article 4 in the treaty 
on security will have negative 
repercussions on several par- 
ties in Jordan and will lead to 
repressing public freedoms in 
the name of refraining from 
organising anti-Israeli ac- 
tions. In addition, it ban 
Jordan from joining any 
military or security alliance 
which threatens inter-Arab 
agreements as well as politic- 
al parties whose platforms 
call for the liberation of 
Palestine or seeking Arab un- 
ity, he said. 

Furthermore, he con- 
tinued, the treaty approves 



Israel's right to establish ex- 
pansionist agricultural and in- 
dustrial projects surpassing 
its needs to meet the needs of 
' the coming waves of Jewish 
immigrants, expected to total 
2 million people over the 
coming six years. 

He warned that the treaty 
will allow Israeli industries to 
penetrate the Jordanian mar- 
ket and threaten similar in- 
dustries on the Jordanian side 
in view of the advanced level 
of the Israeli industries, their 
size and low cost. 

Unfortunately, he said, the 
treaty has also called for 
assistance in selling refugees, 
saying this is rejected at both 
the public and official level. 

“The Zionist entity has 
also succeeded in causing dis- 
putes between Jordan and 
the self nile authority over 
the issue of religious guar- 
dianship of holy places in 
Jerusalem, and the treaty 
stated that the freedom of 
visiting sites of religious or 
historic significance be 
guaranteed, thus delaying the 
discussion of the important 
and sensitive issue of Jeru- 
salem to a later stage as was 
provided by the Oslo agree- 
ment. 

“The Jews have also suc- 
ceeded in securing a pledge 
(from Jordan) to refrain from 
broadcasting hostile prop- 
aganda, and it is anticipated 
that this danger will threaten 
— in addition to legislations 
and government — publica- 
tions, school textbooks, mos- 
que sermons, movies and all 
media of expression, which 
will lead to more restrictions 
on freedoms and means of 
expression." 

He further criticised the 
treaty saying it provides for 
cooperation between the two 
sides in almost all aspects of 
life, thus exceeding any inter- 
Arab agreement 

Mohammad Ahmad A1 Hsu 

Dr. Haj said the treaty 
violates the first article of the 
Jordanian Constitution stres- 
sing the integrity of Jorda- 
nian lands, and said that 
when the Constitution was 
put into effect, the West 
-Bank, including Jerusalem, 
was part of the Kingdom. He 
argued that the Kingdom’s 
1988 decision to sever legal 
and administrative ties with 
the West Bank was thus un- 
constitutional. 

He said that the treaty 
violates U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242 and 338 
calling on Israel to withdraw 
from lands it occupied in 1967 
or what is called the principle 
of ‘land for peace.” 

“The Jordanian people 
since 1967 until the Madrid 
conference understood that 
what is meant by the land (in 
the ‘land for peace* formula) 
was the West Bank, including 
Jerusalem, and the Jordanian 
government did not mention 
in all that period any Jorda- 
nian lands occupied by Israel 
in 1968 or before, and never- 
theless, these lands are in- 
cluded within the Jordanian 
lands that Israel should with- 
draw from..." He charged 
that the treaty was a separate 
deal with Israel although Jor- 
dan stressed its rejection of 
any separate peace treaty. 
“When Egypt signed the 
Camp David accords in 1978, 
Jordan swiftly moved to de- 
clare that it was not party to 
these accords and affirmed 
through a statement issued by 
the Jordanian Cabinet the 
principles governing Jordan's 
stand on peace, and stressed 
Jordan’s belief in the need to 
have a comprehensive solu- 
tion based on regaining the 
legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people on the 
occupied Palestinian land and 
the right of the Palestinian 
people to self determina- 
tion... and then Jordan 
joined the Arab front reject- 
ing the treaty, which met in 
Baghdad." 

He said the other three 
Arab tracks which partici- 
pated in the Madrid confer- 
ence, and Egypt before them, 
consider the Jordanian treaty 
as a separate deal and consid- 
er the Washington Declara- 
tion as a deviation from Arab 
coordination similar to 
Egypt's deviation following 
the signing of the Camp 
David accords as well as 
Palestinian Leader Yasser 
Arafat's deviation in Oslo, 
Norway. 

He also blamed Jordan for 
giving up its demands to 
occupied Palestinian lands 
and referring the issue to the 
“weakened and shaky" 
Palestinian authority. 

He said guarantees by the 
Jordanian government to re- 
frain from any anti-Israeli 
statements will create a con- 
frontation between the gov- 
ernment and the political 
opposition, describing this as 
part of a Zionist plot and as a 


fierce aggression against 
Islam and Muslims under the 
pretext of extremism. 

Claiming that the Jorda- 
nian economy will stand help- 
less in confronting the Israeli 
economy, he said that Israel 
will use the Jordanian market 
as a medium to penetrate 
other Arab markets, noting 
that this is something it failed 
to do after the Camp David 

accords. 

\ 

He also criticised the 
agreement for failing to 
“properly” address the issues 
of refugees and Jerusalem. 

Bassam Al Omoush 

V 

Dr. Omoush said politics 
and the status quo should not 
cancel Jordan’s principled 
stands no matter how bad the 


prevailing conditions are, 
viewing sacrifices offered- by 
the Jordanians and the Arab 
army for Palestine. He said 
Jordan was able in the past to 
achieve results better than 
those achieved in the treaty. 
“Were we stupid in the past? 
Are we the smartest of all 
today? So why did we wage 
wars? Why did we offer the 
blood of men in the battle- 
field? Why did we boycott 
Egypt and remove the head- 
quarters of the Arab League, 
from it? And why did we 
insist on our sovereignty over 
Jerusalem and on the fact 
that it is the essence of the 
conflict?” Dr. Omoush repe- 
atedly asked. 

He said Jordan was now at 
the threshold of a crucial 
stage that requires all its 
citizens to question their de- 
cisions and stands. 

“I know that the t^^aty, 
regrettably, will gain the sup- 
port of the majority (at the 
House) and this majority will 
have to face God and the 
people for its decision ... 
Today we are not inviting you 
. to the principles of one party, 
but are calling on you to 
abide by the principles of the 
Koran and the Sunna and 
history,” he added. 

He said no party in Jordan 
has the claim to qponqpdise 
patriotism and saiH that all 
parties . are debating the .issue 
put. of their love 'for Jordan, 
'Palestine and for all Arab 
and Muslim countries. “We 
are not in the opposition lines 
because we like that or be- 
cause we like to have public- 
ity, but the truth is that our 
opposition has its price and 
you know it. And we could 
have said *yes’ to the treaty 
and ‘yes' to any government 
policy, but we will say and 
repeat ‘no’ to every mistake 
the government commits. 
And we only say *yes* to 
Jordan because it is our coun- 
try, our land on which we 
were born, on which we live, 
and which we will defend 
with all the power we have,” 
he asserted. 

He reviewed the role of the 
Islamists in the historic 
events in the Kingdom, in- 
cluding the coup d'etat of the 
1950s. the 1970 incidents and 
incidents in Ma'an in the late 
1980s, saying the stands of 
the Islamists were in con- 
formity with their beliefs and 
were not meant to achieve 
any factional gains. “We said 
*yes’ to stability in Jordan, 
yes’ to the unity of the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian people, 
‘no* for bloodshed, and yes' 
for Islamic-Arab brother- 
hood." 

‘Today we see people re- 
joicing over murdering secur- 
ity and killing national unity, 
and enjoying an incident hap- 
pening here or there. We will 
not let them do that. The 
security men are our sons, 
their blood is ours and we will 
not allow a hypocrite to pene- 
trate our lines, and we will 
not allow the treaty to reap 
the first fruits the Jews 
want," said Dr. Omoush. 

He expressed reservations 
about most of the treaty’s 
articles, but his- criticism of 
articles on security waJ the 
most prominent in his s tate- 
ment. He said that sin x Jic 
treaty provides fox estab- 
lishing cooperative i *s *■’ the 
field of seinirity, t ' 
that all information 
nians will be inthe 
the Jewish secur - 
tions. 

He also argue. 
treaty bans Jordar. 
ing any military c j 
coalition or blot 
means, he said, cum • • ' > 
dan from the Arab ana Isla- 
mic world and cancelling all 
military and security treaties 
existing between Jordan and 
other parties if they con- 
travene the provisions of the 
treaty. 

He stressed that although 
the treaty guarantees the 
freedom of expression, it still 
provides for oombattin^ ter- 
rorism and hostilities, 
arguing that ambiguities will 


play a re . defining terror- 
ism and freedom of express- 
ion. 

Also, Dr. Omonsh 
claim ed, die Jordanian eco- 
nomy was threatened by nor- 
malising relations with Israel, 
saying the Amman Financial 
Market and all its shares will 
be for sale, which will lead to 
■ a rise in share prices and thus 
those buying shares will do it 
only because they are promp- 
ted by frT-sfchted plots and 
designs. .. 1 that it is the 
Jews w . ill buy Royal 
Jordanic . J), the Jordan 
Petroleu. '.efinery and the 
Sahab It j trial City, espe- 
cially th j government is 
planning - privatisation.” 

He a& denied that the 
treaty has “boned" the idea 
of having Tordan as die sub- 
stitute homeland for the 
Palestinians and alleged that 
the opposite has happened. 
“Would we bet on the self- 
rule (authority) to become a 
Palestinian state as we see the 
Jews absorbing the (Palestine 
Liberation) Organisation, 
and will throw it away in die 
future?" 

The Islamist deputy voiced 
objections to the Arabic 
translation of the treaty 
saying it was not precise and 
to the point. 

■ 

■ ■ 

Am Al Khasawneh 

Last week, top negotiator 
Awn Al Khasawneh addres- 
sed the House Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee as it was 
debating »*■ treaty, review- 
ing dev-. lents in the 
Jordanic. aeli negotia- 
tions sine - peace process 
was lamchwJ m Madrid in 
October 1991. 

Dt. v h--saWneh said 
althoi'- Palestinians 

were d in the peace 

proces . : a joint umbrel- 
la pro by Jordan since 

Israel a: ne of the process 

spoils -s did not recognise 
the l .-^O, the Palestinians 
were since the beginning 
seeking independence on 
their track with the Israelis, 
^ Aressmg’Biat Jordan had no 
'objection - ! t6 that issue: He 
~ said' the Palestinic i tendency 
towards independence and 
the related developments 
started in the Arab summit in 
Rabat, Morocco, in 1974 
when the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) was 
recognised as the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and this 
culminated in Jordan’s 1988 
decision to sever legal and 
administratr? ties with the 
West Bank 

Thus, I-'-' Dt. Khasaw- 
neh, the a- ' ition on which 

Jordan b > negotiations 

was that ues were ex- 

cluded t. ie following 
points: 

1- Demarcating and de- 
lineating its 'international 
borders in a final and recog- 
nised way to stop any expan- 
sionist designs and out of a 
desire to reva-'n territory 
occupied by Israel. 

-2- Gaming V share of its 
intematiorr' ter. 

3- Achir an accept- 
able securi . ticm which 
takes Isra ■ • auity fears 
into const . on without 
having that - e expense of 
Jordan’s belonging to the 
Arab and Islrmic nation and 
without hanrjng its ri gh t to 
self defence -leeds and its 
citizens’ rigt o enjoy their 
basic rights' : . stipulated by 
the Constitution. 

4- Work on establishing an 
area free of weapons of mass 
destruction in the Middle 
East in a way that protects 
the peoples of the region. 

5- Establishing balanced 
" economic re r • ions in that the 

lifting of ti ' ab boycott be 
met by re ' j Israeli bar- 
riers that ■ . ' the effects of 
the Arab t • At and lead to 
facilitating toe movement of 
persons, capital and labour 
ers in the countries of the 
region. 

6- Finding a just and 
acceptable solu ion to the bi- 
lateral aspe< iy cf the refugees 
problem rr : ‘ ■ iasis of inter 
national ’• 

7- Not . • . ■ ising in any 

form the iej. jcyof Israel’s 

existence m Jerusalem and 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. ^ Thus, the Jordanian- 
‘ Israeli agenda several times 
expressed reservations about 
the condition of territories 
that came under Israeli milit- 
ary rule in 1967. 

8- That any solution be 

part of a comprehensive set- 
tlement. 

Then Dr. Khasawneh dealt 
wm some tborn y issues that 
raced the Jordanian nego- 
tiators and which were sue- 
“ssfiiHy settled by them to 
benefit of Jordan. 

a - , Paragraph fr of 
Artide 2 which states: "They 
Anther believe that within 


their control, involuntary 
movement 5 of persons in 
such a way as to adversely 
prejudice the security of 
either party should n <* be 
permitted," was a Jordafoaa 
security requirement to coun- 
ter demands by a minority in 
Israel to transfer Palestinians 
to Jordan. 

The paragraph, he sa id, 
was originally included in the 
fourth article of the treaty 

which deals with sectinty 
matters, but was moved to 
die second article on general 
principles so as no side win 
have this involuntary move- 
ment of persons under the 
pretext of legitimate self de- 
fence. In addition, the choice 
of the phrase “within their 
control" was intentionally 
chosen to prevent any in- 
direct acts to evict the 
population not only within 
Israel proper but also id- the 
occupied territories, he said. 

Dr. Khasawneh also 
termed as a gain for the 
Jordanian government the in- 
clusion of lands occupied in 
the 1940s or in the years 
1968-69 which would net fall 
under the terms of reference 
of the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which only call 
for withdrawal from lands 
occupied in the 1967 war. 

He said that regaining the 
Baqoora area to Jordanian 
sovereignty was of extreme 
importance to Jordan in view 
of the area's strategic signifi- 
cance since it is the point 
where the Yannouk and the 
Jordan rivers meet. "Thus 
the existence of Israeli o i vi»- 
ership in it and the continua- 
tion of this ownership was 
secondary compared to the 
importance of regaining it.” 

He said the 4-squarc- 
kilometre Al Ghamar area 
which has 1,350 dunums of 
farm land was dealt with 
under the same footing, end 
since it was difficult for nego- 
tiators to settle it for its geog- 
raphic nature, a compromise 
was reached allowing the 
Israelis the right to use the 
land only. 

Dr. .Khasawneh said sjnee 
the security issues constitute 
' an obsession for the Isrqfih, 
the Jordanian negotiating 
team based its strategies on 
three principles: 

1- Delaying discussing the 
issue to achieve the best re- 
sults in the issues of water 
and borders. 

2- Not to meet Israel's de- 
mands at the expense of Jor- 
dan's existing treaties with 
the Arab countries. 

3- Securing the largest 
number of guarantees for 
Jordan in security issues of 
concern to the Kingdom, and 
that is, the issue of i n conven- 
tional weapons,’ limiting 
negative influences on the 
Jordanian economy and 
limiting the negative influ- 
ences of demographic move- 
ments. 

Replying to deputies' fears 
that the article on security 
forbids Jordan from joining 
any military or security 
alliances, which some de- 
puties interpreted as alliances 
with Arab countries, he said 
that the treaty only bars join- 
ing alliances which might be 
in contravention of the provi- 
sions of the treaty, affirming 
that the mere presence of 
troops on its land does not 
contradict the articles of foe 
treaty. 

He also said that Jordan 
has succeeded in striking a 
balance between the need to 
■fight terrorism and foe im- 
portance of respecting the 
basic freedoms to self ex- 
pression and to organisation. 

Describing the issue of re- 
. fugees and displaced persons 
as the most complicated and 
difficult in the negotiations, 
he said the Jordanian nego- 
tiators succeeded in bringing 
up the issue in the common 
agenda, and stressed that 
having the issue at the bi- 
lateral level was a success 
because it only commits 
Israel since there are no Jew- 
ish refugees in Jordan. He 
also underlined that including 
tS > phrase “in accordance 
with international law," in- 
deed in the artide on re- 
firgeef. also stresses the right 
Ol ret i $ees or displaced per- 
se ns c repatriation., 

■ ’V- es .raan-Israeli dec- 

rf principles which 
discussing the issue 
• is until the final 
oe negotiations has 
. .ed the Jordanian 
->n the issue, accord- 
r. Khasawneh. who 
i_- • ' --t foe Jordanian nego- 
tL.w i worked to keep foe 
issue open at three channels: 
the quadripartite committee 
grouping Jordan, Israel, 
Egypt and the Palestinians, 
the multilateral working 
group on refugees and the 
^lateral and trilateral talks 
/with the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. 
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French right heads for split 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
French right headed for a 
possible split that could be- 
nefit the moribund Socialists 
as Paris Mayor Jacques Chir- 
ac declared his candidacy for 
next year's presidential elec- 
tions. 

The move by Mr. Chirac, 
who lost to President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand in 1988, 
amounted to throwing down 
a gauntlet to his rightist rival 
and undeclared front-runner, 
Premier Edouard Balladur. 

The bid intensifies a bitter 
duel between Mr. Chirac and 
Mr. Balladur, both members 
of the conservative Rally For 
The Republic party. To rep- 
resent die right in the two- 
round elections next April 
and May. 

If the battle damages con- 
servative unity, the Socialists 
could reap a victory, a re- 
markable comeback for a 
party levelled in parliamen- 
tary elections last year. 

To avoid that possibility, 
some are suggesting weeding 
out weak candidates with an 
American-style primary, 
rather than everyone brawl- 
ing up the first round. Tbe 
two-round system on each 
other. 

“However the situation at 
this time evolves, the union 
of the (right-wing) majority 
around one single candidate 
has to be realised,” Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua said. 

Polls show that European 
Chief Jacques Delors would 
be the Socialists' strongest 
contender. Like Mr. Balla- 
dur, he lacks the seasoned 
campaigning skills of Mr. 
Chirac and has not declared 
his candidacy. 

Mr. Balladur and Mr. De- 
lors appear to French 
analysts to be burnishing im- 
ages of cool competence sit- 
ting above the political fray. 
Mr. Chirac trailing in the 
polls, has an interest in get- 
ting in early punches. 

"We’re not going to let 


ourselves get dragged into 
the ideological debates that 
the French have been satu- 
rated with,” Mr. Balladur 
said in his first public reac- 
tion. 

Mr. Bahadur's supporters 
criticised Mr. Chirac's declar- 
tion as setting up an elector- 
ally fatal split. Mr. Chirac's 
countered that playing coy 
was dishonest with the 
French people. 

Sundered ranks could lead 
to a replay of 1988, when 
then-Prime Minister Chirac 
fought a bruising campaign 
against former President Val- 
ery Giscard d'Estaing before 
losing to Mr. Mitterrand, 
who yas re-elected to a 
second seven-year term. 

Mr. Bahadur's enormous 
popularity since becoming 
prime minister in April 1993 
has eroded in recent weeks 
over scandals in his cabinet 
and stubbornly high unem- 
ployment. 

Mr. Chirac, 61, is consi- 
dered slightly more conserva- 
tive than Mr. Bahadur. But 
both men are likely to push 
ahead selling off state com- 
panies and trimming social 
programmes. 

Neither has come out 
strongly for or against calls by 
some conservatives to resume 
nuclear weapons testing in 
the South Pacific, ending Mr. 
Mitterrand’s moratorium. 

The socialists are banking 
on rising voter discontent 
with unemployment, which 
rose 0.1 percent this week to 
12.7 per cent, and with scan- 
dals now claiming members 
of Mr. Bahadur's cabinet. 

The biggest wild card could 
be*Mr. Mitterrand, 78, who is 
suffering from prostate can- 
cer. The president has said 
that he may resign early, 
forcing snap elections, if tus 
health fails to the. point he 
can no longer perform his 
duties. 

Speculation is rife that Mr. 
Mitterrand -might step down 


at the moment when Mr. 
Delors, 69, has tbe best 
chance of winning. But he is 
also thought to wish to be the 
first fifth republic president 
to finish two terms. 

Mr. Chirac helped en- 
gineer Mr. balladur’s 
appointment in April 1993 as 
a caretaker before tbe pres- 
idential election. 

The Paris mayor has 
watched Mr. Balladur, 65, 
build up a separate power 
base within the Rally For the 
Republic and among other 
rightist parties to set up a 
rival presidential bid. 

Other declared candidates 
are Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
far-right National Front lead- 
er, Communist Robert Hue, 
Trotksyite Arlette Laguier, 
and environmentalists Domi- 
nique Voynet and Brice 
Lalonde. 

A beaming Chirac, at his 
best on the campaign trail, 
Saturday continued a tour of 
northern France, shaking 
hands with supporters and 
studiously avoiding repor- 
ters. 

The former premier is to 
make his first comments as an 
official candidate in a televi- 
sion interview Sunday nigbt. 

Tbe popular satirical tele- 
vision puppet show Les 
Guinols De Flnfo (Tbe News 
Clowns) pictured an excited 
Chirac twirling around Balla- 
dur and pelors, repeating 
"that's it, I am candidate” 
but failing to draw their 
attention. 

The powerful machine of 
Mr. Chirac’s Rally for the 
Republic (RPR), the coun- 
try’s biggest party, has 
already started rolling,, 
issuing what it called a first 
list of 10? RPR members of 
the National Assembly, out 
of a total 259, backing Mr. 
Chirac's bid. 

Tbe RPR has called an 
emergency congress in seven 
days' time at which Mr. Chir- 
ac hopes to be appointed its 


official candidate. 

Mr. Chirac, dropping the 
presidency of the RPR to 
seek an image as a leader 
above the parties, might then 
be able to intimidate the 
more staid Balladur out of 
running. 

Some analysts noted win- 
ners in past presidential elec- 
tions had staged short cam- 
paigns. They said Mr. Chirac, 
facing a 170-day marathon to 
the elections, could burn out 
and be forced to back out of 
the race if he failed to catch 
up with Mr. Balladur. 

"Chirac can fail if he is not 
credible enough,” said Pacal 
Perrineau, bead of the Cen- 
tre of Political Studies. “He 
will have either to fight Balla- 
dur from an underdog posi- 
tion or quit." 

"In either case it will leave 
deep scars on right-wing vo- 
ters,” he said. 

While Mr. Chirac's suppor- 
ters rallied around turn, Mr. 
Bahadur's backers expressed 
dismay and fears that a bruis- 
ing feud could again band 
victory to a Socialist candi- 
date, as in 1981 and 1988 
when President Francois Mit- 
terrand won. 

"It’s really a catastrophe,” 
said MP Patrick Balkany, a 
Balladur ally. He said Mr. 
Chirac’s friends were being 
hypocritical by not telling 
him straight he had no real 
chance of winning. 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe, the RPR secretary- 
general and a Chirac suppor- 
ter, said he was "allergic to 
the idea of a battle" between 
Chirac and Balladur and 
hoped tbe party could still 
agree a single candidate. 

- Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua repeated his call for 
primary elections among con- 
servative supporters to 
choose a single candidate — a 
scheme unprecedented in 
France and one Chirac wants 
to preempt as Mr. Balladur 
would be the favourite. 



Photo dated April 13, 1988 of Paris Mayor 
Jacques Chirac during the last French pres- 
idential campaign that he lost against Francois 
Mitterrand. Mr. Chirac announced he wfll 


stand in France’s presidential .election next 
April, surprising opponents and some in his 
own party with both the method and the 
timing of his announcement (AFP photo) 


Haiti’s 

senate 

ratifies 

premier 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — 
Haiti's upper house of parlia- 
ment took a first small step in 
installing a new government 
Friday when it ratified prog- 
ressive businessman Smarck 
Michel as the new prime 
minister. 

The Senate voted unani- 
mously to approve Mr. 
Michel, the former com- 
merce minister nominated 
last month by his longtime 
friend President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. 

However, the lower Cham- 
ber of Deputies could not 
even agree on when to vote 
and aTgued over the ratifica- 
tion into Friday night. 

Mr. Michel cannot take 
office until the lower house 
approves, after which both 
chambers must approve a 
new cabinet and declaration 
of policies. 

His ratification is seen as 
crucial to getting the Western 
Hemisphere's poorest coun- 
try moving forward again af- 
ter three years on a downward 
slope. 

The Senate vote came 
shortly after the Chamber of 
Deputies passed by a show of 
hands an important law that 
takes the country's undisci- 
plined police force and places 
it under civilian jurisdiction. 

That bill must also go be- 
fore the upper chamber 
where it is expected to pass 
easily and go into law. 

The discussions ended a 
long day for lawmakers, 
many of whom met with Mr. 
Aristide Friday morning to 
hear him appeal for their help 
in uniting the troubled na- 
tion. 

Only 44 of the SI deputies, 
including many of his fiercest 
opponents, turned up at the 
ceremony along with 14 of 
the country's 17 senators. 

After his short address 
stressing good relations be- 
tween the legislative and ex- 
ecutive branches of govern- 
ment. and other speeches by 
the head of the upper and 
lower houses. Mr. Aristide 
shook hands with each repre- 
sentative. He also joir-j J th? 
representatives in eating hur- 
d 'oeuvres and then hu Ciaud 
along to a tune played t»> .t 
Haitian army band. 

The diminutive prit? ‘ :>• 
tened latently to the politi- 
cians who lined up to sp=au 
with him. often laughing in 
his easy-going style. 

"He insisted on reconcilia- 
tion.” said Senator Smith 
mete! lus. an Aristide oppo- 
nent. "the president has ac- 
quired a certain maturity. 
you can see that from his 
speech." 


Japan mission to Rwanda 
is unravelling — sources 


TOKYO (R) — Japan plans 
an early pullout of troops 
from camps for Rwandan re- 
fugees, government sources 
confirmed Saturday, in a 
potentially embarrassing end 
to its first unilateal dispatch 
of troops overseas since 
World War U. 

The troops' mission, hotly 
debated even before they 
left, was unwinding because 
of poor security in the camps 
in neighbouring Zaire and 
political infighting at home. 

The sources said the 
catalyst for the early with- 
drawal was a refugee attack 
last Thursday on a Japanese 
medical team which was res- 
cued by Japanese iroops. 

They said about ICO of 260 
Japanese troops, in Zaire on 
a humanitarian mission since 
the withdrawal of French 
forces, would be pulled out in 
early December and the re- 
mainder would leave by ab- 
out Dec. 20, eleven days 
ahead of schedule. 

Within hours of reports of 
the early withdrawal, 
Japanese news reports from 
Zaire quoted soldiers as 
saying the twc-*:age pullout 
could leave die fust group 
without sufficient security to 
protect themselves. 

"Upon hearing the news, 
several troops said they will 
not be able to maintain suffi- 
cient safety measures around 
their camp if such a large 
number go - home.” Kyodo 
News Service said in a report 
from Goma where the forces 
are based. 

Internationa! aid agencies 
have also warned they may 


pull out unless the refugees 
are controlled. 

The crisis brought into the 
open the feuding between 
Japan's Foreign and Defence 
ministries, long at logger- 
heads over the decision to 
send troops to Zaire in 
September. 

Defence Ministry sources 
said they believed the troops 
were used as a pawn by the 
Foreign Ministry to back its 
campaign to win Japan a 
permanent seat on the Un- 
ited Nations Security Coun- 
cil. 

Japan's push for a perma- 
nent seat has been weakened 
by its reluctance to commit 
troops to peacekeeping mis- 
sions. 

The sources said the De- 
fence Ministry had been re- 
luctant to take on tbe mission 
because 260 troops were far 
too few to operate in a situa- 
tion likely to draw them into 
a wider role. 

Military commanders were 
also unhappy they did not 
have a dearly defined role 
apart from giving humanita- 
rian aid. 

Japan sent troops to 
Mozambique and Cambodia 
in tbe past two years, each 
time under the umbrella of 
the United Nations as part of 
an international force and 
with dear goals. 

The Zaire mission was the 
first time since the end of tbe 
war that Japanese forces 
were sent abroad unilateral- 
ly, a controversial decision 
because of the anti-war con- 
stitution and strict controls 
on the military’s role. 


Japan’s 
Komeito 
splits 
to join 
new party 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Buddhist-backed -opposition , 
party Komeito voted to split 
itself into two new parties 
Saturday ahead of a merger 
with a larger opposition party 
to be formed in December. 

The party is the second to 
dedde on dissolution this 
week as a precursor to the 
nation's sweeping political 
realignment. Earlier, the 
Japan New Party (JNP), 
headed by former Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa, dedded to dissolve. 


Bangladesh premier sacks information 
minister for proposing compromise 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia sacked her 
trusted ally. Information 
Minister Nazmul Huda, 
Saturday for proposing a 
compromise with an opposi- 
tion seeking early elections 
under a caretaker administra- 
tion. 

"The prime minister has 
sacked -Huda and President 
Abdu Rahman Biswas has 
approved it,” an official at 
Mrs. Khaleda’s - office told 
reporters. 

Tbe Information Ministry 
said Mr. Huda had resigned. 

In a newspaper interview 
published Thursday, Mr. 
Huda suggested that the gov- 
ernment complete its five- 
year rerm in early 1996 and 
then transfer administrative 
powers immediately to the 
chief justice. 

As caretaker prime minis- 
ter and assisted by four 
judges, Mr. Huda said, the 
chief justice could appoint a 
new election commission 
within seven days and hold 
elections within SO days. The 
maximum tenure of the care- 
taker government would be 
90 days. 

Many ministers and policy- 
makers in .the ruling Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP)’ expressed surprise at 


Mr. Huda's proposal, which 
he described as his own initia- 
tive. 

Government sources said 
the revelations had created a 
rift in the BNP leadership 
and put the government in a 
fix. The prime minister was 
angry that he did not even 
consult her. 

A defiant Huda told the 
Daily Star newspaper Satur- 
day: "My party may disown 
me. The prime minister may 
ask me to resign. But I can- 
not disown (what) is now a 
public property. 

"I know my proposal is 
a gains t the party line and 
may embarrass the party. It is 
difficult to reconcile with the 
party after this, but what I 
have proposed is for the grea- 
ter interest of the people. I 
prefer to do something for 
this nation even at the cost of 
my cabinet post.” 

The opposition described 
Mr. Huda’s remarks as a 
positive sign. 

"If the proposal is en- 
dorsed by the prime minister 
then I can say good sense has 
emerged in the government,” 
said opposition chief whip 
Mohammad Nasim. 

Opposition on parties have 
boycotted parliament since 
February to press demands 
for the government to resign 


and hold an early general 
election under a neutral care- 
taker government. 

Earlier Saturday, interna- 
tional efforts to end Bang- 
ladesh's political crisis had 
suffered a setback with news 
that Commonwealth envoy 
Sir Ninian Stephen, Prime 
Minister Khaleda and key 
negotiators had all apparent- 
ly been taken ill. 

Doctors were called to see 
Sir Ninian, 71, after he suf- 
fered breathing problems Fri- 
daynight following a trip out- 
side Dhaka, sources at the 
Holy Family Red Crescent 
Hospital said. 

One source said his condi- 
tion was -Stable, but a room had 
been reserved at the hospital 
in case of emergency. Neither 
Sir Ninian, who is staying in 
the state guest house, nor his 
two aides could be reached 
for comment. 

S.A.M.S. Kibria. political 
adviser to opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina, said Satur- 
day he had been sick for two 
days and did not know the 
exact status of Sir Ninian's 
mission. 

Sheikh Hasina herself can- 
celled a trip Saturday to her 
ancestral home in the south- 
ern town of Tungipara in 
order to meet diplomats, her 
aides told reporters. 


8 killed as P akistan troops, extremists clash 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan 
(AFP) — At least eight peo- 
ple were killed and more than 
a dozen injured Saturday as 
troops launched an operation 
against activists demanding 
Islamic Laws in northern 
Pakistan, local residents said. 

The casualties were sus- 
tained during clashes that 
erupted at several locations 
on a 10-kilometre stretch be- 
tween the towns of Mingora 
and Odigram, residents of 
the region, quoting official 


reports, said by telepehone. 

They said that nine para- 
military soldiers were among 
the injured. 

Troops were earlier moved 
into northern Mingora dis- 
trict as militants belonging to 
the Tanzeem Nifaz-e-Shariat 
Mohammedi (TNSM) be- 
sieged several towns to press 
demands for the enforcement 
of strict Islamic Laws in the 
area. 

The operation followed se- 
izure at gun point Wednesday 


and Thursday of dozens of 
senior government func- 
tionaries by the TNSM to 
press their demands. 

The residents said nine pa- 
ramilitary soldiers were 
transported to military hos- 
pitals by helicopter and 
ambulance. 

They said hundreds of trib- 
al supporters strategically 
positioned themselves in the 
mountains, obstructing 
troops movements. 


Indian police: Kidnap 
mastermind was Briton 


I 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
police, said Saturday the key 
man in the kidnapping of 
three Britons and an Amer- 
ican was a Pakistani-born 
Briton. 

A senior police officer, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied, told Reuters chat inter- 
rogation of seve ml Kashmiris 
as well as documents seized 
by police after their opera- 
tion that freed the captives 
had identified the man. 

The policeman said the 
person who presented him- 
self to the captives under the 
Hindu name Rohit Sharma 
had entered India from 
Pakistan in late July. 

The three Britons — Paul 
Ridout, Myles Croston and 
Rhys Partridge — were lured 
into captivity by someone 
they described as a charmer 
who spoke excellent English. 

They told reporters after 
they were freed — in a raid in 
which two Indian policeman 
and one of their Kashmiri 
captors were killed — that 


Mr. Sharma said he was a 
student of politics at the Lon- 
don School of Economics. 

The three said the man 
clearly knew London well 
and had told them be was in 
India because an uncle had 
died, leaving him a village. 

On the second or thud 
meeting in an area of Delhi 
packed with cheap hotels for 
young travellers, Mr. Sharma 
invited Mr. Ridout and Mr. 
Croston to visit the village 
with him tor a few days. 

Mr. Parmdge had enjoyed 
it sc much he extended a 
planned two day trip to four, 
Mr. Sharma told them. 

"It seemed like a great 
opportunity to see some real 
Indian life,” Mr. Croston 
said. 

When they arrived at the, 
house in Sabaranpur, some 
150 kilometres north of De- 
lhi, they were held at gun- 
point and tethered to a stake 
with chains along with Mr. 
Partridge, who was held from 
Sept. 29 until freed Monday. 



Feisty Clinton stumps for California Democrats 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 

Fighting to get a Democratic 
governor in the most popu- 
lous U.S. state and keep a 
Democratic senator there. 

President Bill Clinton talked 
himself hoarse at a California 
rally and swore he was work- 
ing hard on the key issue of 
illegal immigration. 

Mr. Clinton, on a seven- 
state campaign swing to help 
his party in Tuesday's elec- 
tions, told the evening rally 
outside Los Angeles City 
Hall that while he opposed a 
proposal to cut California 
government services to illegal 
immigrants, his administra- 
tion had attacked the prob- 
lem in other ways, including 
increasing border guards. 

"We haven't been laying 
down, folks. We’re answer- 
ing the call to do something,” 

Mr. Clinton declared to the 
cheering crowd, with incum- 
bent Democratic Senator Di- 
anne Feinstein and Democra- 
tic gubernatorial challenger 
Kathleen Brown standing 
nearby. 

The president, focusing on 
good economic news in Los 
Angeles as he had earlier in 
Minnesota, said California's 
unemployment rate had fal- 
len from 9.4 per cent when he 
took office 21 months ago to 
7.7 per cent now. 

"I have done everytiiing I 
could do to bring it (the 
jobless rate) down," the pres- 
ident said. "1 need a partner 
here... we know Kathleen 
Brown has a plan, a good 
plan.” he shouted, but his 
voice was breaking from the 
strain of campaigning ail 
week around the nation. 

Mr. Clinton is trying to 
keep his party from losing its 
seven-seat majority in the 
Senate and its 78-seat advan- 
ta?.- in the House and to 
claim powerful state gov- 
ernorships such as Califor- 


(J.S. President BQ1 Clinton (centre) stands 
with California Democratic gubernatorial 
candidate Kathleen Brown (left) and U.S. 
Senator Dianne Feinstein during a rally at Los 


Angeles City Hall. President Clinton is on a 
two-day visit to California to campaign for 
Me. Brown and Ms. Feinstein (AFP photo) 


nia’s, where Republican Pete 
Wilson is campaigning for 
reelection. 

Both Mr. Wilson and Sen- 
ate Republican candidate 
Michael Huffington support 
Proposition 187. the tough 
anti-immigration measure on 
the ballot Tuesday in Califor- 
nia. Ms. Brown and Ms. 
Feinstein oppose it. 

Support for the measure 
has dropped dramatically in 
the last week, a poll found 
Friday. The poll published in 
the San Francisco Examiner 
found that 45 per cent of 
those polled would vote for 
the so-called “save our state” 
measure, while 44 per cent 
would vote against, with 11 
per cent undecided. 

The controversial measure 
would cut off welfare, educa- 
tion and non-emergency 
health care to California's 
estimated 1.6 million illegal 
immigrants. 


The same poll, conducted 
by Political/Media Research 
Inc of Washington, said Mr. 
Wilson's lead over Ms. 
Brown had narrowed to four 
percentage points, 48 to 44 
per cent. 

Mr . Huffington’s support 
took a blow last week when it 
was revealed he had hired an 
illegal immigrant in his home 
despite his anti-immigration 
stance, and Ms. Feinstein 
now is leading him by about 
six percentage points in the 
polls. 

Mr. Huffington has spent 
about S25 million of his per- 
sonal fortune on the race, 
something Mr. Clinton com- 
plained about in an interview 
Friday with Los Angeles' 
KGO Radio Station. 

"I mean, these campaigns 
have just turned into nothing 
more than multi-million dol- 
lar negative ad slugfests,” the 
president said. 


Earlier, stumping for 
Democratic Senate candidate 
Ann Wynia in Minnesota, 
Mr. Clinton trumpeted new 
data showing the national un- 
employment rate fell to 5.8 
per cent last month, and de- 
nied Republican charges that 
he was jying about their plans 
for social security- 

Mr. Clinton has demons- 
trated a new feistiness on his 
seven-state campaign trip 
which began Thursday, de- 
spite the fact that his own poll 
ratings appeared to have fal- 
len to about 43 per cent after 
a blip upwards last week. 

The tour has taken him to 
New York, Iowa, Minnesota, 
and California so far. He 
planned events in Washing- 
ion state, Michigan, Dela- 
ware and another Minnesota 
stopover before returning 
Monday evening to Washing- 
ton. 6 


Kevin Costner's 
wife files for 
divorce 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
wife of Oscar-winning actor- 
director Kevin Costner filed 
for divorce Friday, citing irre 
concilable differences. Cind 
Costner's petition, filed inLr 

Angeles Superior Court, co 
firmed a statement made 
the couple nearly two wet 
ago that they were end 
their marriage of 16 ye* 

The couple married as c 
lege sweethearts in Febnu 
1978, and separated June 
this vear. In her divorce pt 
tion.’ Cindy Costner said s 
and her husband had come 
a written agreement over t 
custody of their three cb 
•dren — ■ Anne, 10. Lily, 
and Joe. 6 — and Costne: 
visitation rights. The childn 
are living with their mothc 
They also agreed on a pro. 
erty split and who would pi 
the legal fees for the divoro 
according to the petition, bi 
no details were given. In 
statement issued on Oct. 
the couple said, “we did nc 
come to this decision easil 
and on behalf of our entir. 
family we ask to be allowet 
the dignity of sorting througl 
this mosr painful part of ou 
lives in private." Costner 
who won an Academy Aware 
as best director for Dance* 
With Wolves, is' currently 
working on the big-budget 
Waterworld. * futuristic 
adventure movie. 

Stolen monkeys 
found safe 

LA PALMYRE. France 
(AP) — Two rare monkeys 
stolen from a zoo in western 
France have been recovered 
safe and sound after their 
kidnappers apparently 
changed their mind following 
media attention, zoo officials 
said Saturday. The monkeys, 
an endangered species known 
as Tamarin Lions with a dis- 
tinctive golden mane, dis- 
appeared from their cages at 
La Palmyre Zoo Tuesday af- 
ter thieves cut through 
chains. An anonymous tele- 
phone call Friday evening led 
police to a comer of a street 
in the nearby town of Royan 
where the animals were 
found, looking well and 
nourished, inside a large con- 
tainer. The animals two 
males aged eight and two- 
and-a-half years, were bom 
in the zoo and were destined 
for reintroduction to the 
wilds in Brazil. Officials at 
the zoo said they believe the 
thieves changed their mind 
after media reports they 
could go to jail for the theft. 

8 journalists 
awarded Press ^ 
Freedom Prizes 

NEW YORK (AFP) ^ Eight 
journalists, four of them kil- 
led or missing in Tajikistan 
and -the rest from Cuba, 
Hong Kong, Sri Lanka and 
Turkey, were named reci- 
pients of International press 
Freedom Prizes Friday. The 
Commission for the Protec- 
tion of Journalists awarded 
half this year’s prizes to Sai- 
jonol Fakhriddinov, Shar- 
ofuddin Kosimov, Pirimkul 
Sattori and Kishavaroy Shar-’ 
ifova, all of the Tajikistan 
newspaper Navidi Vakhsh. 

All four were reported killed 
or missing last year. Former 
Cuban jouraalisr Yndamiro 
Restano, another recipient, 
was currently imprisoned for 
trying by peaceful means to 
end his country's Socialist 
regime, the commission said. 
Daisy Li Yuei-Wah, chair-* 
woman of the Hong Kong 
journalists’ Association, was 
rewarded for her efforts to 
maintain the independence of 

the press in the British colony 

ahead of China's takeover in r 
1997. Iqbal Aihas. of the 
Colombo Sunday Times, was 
awarded a prize for coverage 
of the war between the Sri 
Lankan government and 
Tamil rebels in spite of death 
threats. Veteran Turkish 
journalist Aziz Nessin. 79. 
was honoured for his fight for 
freedom of expression in the 
face of attacks by Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

Strike shuts 
Eiffel Tower 
to public 

RIS t AFP) “ The Eiffel 

Tower, the central Paris land- 

2f™- and ma i° r Jurist 

n ’ ^ as dosed lo 
public for the second straight 

day Saturday because of a 

st.nke b y employees deman- 
ding extra staff. Negotiations 
between management and 
unions continued Saturday 
and a management spokes- 
^ ld thal “everything 

w ^L d0ne !° that lhe lower 
ill reopen during the day.” 

e tower s panoramic res-' 
SsrnmV rem ? med open to 

entrarw- CrS has ? se P arare 
tend tu 6 ' T he unions con- 
Snv * hat the 180 staff em- 

HE ? Ihe tower are not 

* 0 oon h I 0 c °P e with the 
-U,000 daily visitors. 
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A Russian border-guard of the 12th Frontier Post digs a 
shelter trench for a tank while another soldier surveys the 


* -V. • ***&) 

. » . <■ . - . 


snrroimding of their position at the Tajik- Afghan border 
(AFP photo) 


Tension rises in Tajik capital before election 


DUSHANBE (R)— Tension 
rose in the Tajik capital 
Dushanbe Saturday on the 
eve of the Central Asian re- 
public's first presidential 
elections. 

Security forces armed with 
machine guns guarded key 
buildings and many drivers 
were stopped for roadside 
checks alter four explosions 
in the city Friday. 

Presidential candidate 
Abdumalik Abdulajanov, 
challenging parliament chair- 
man and acting head of state 
Imamali Rakhmonov, flew to 
his political stronghold of 
Khojend in the north of the 
country after spending the 
night at Dushanbe Airport. 

Mr. Abdulajanov, a 
businessman, former prime 
minister and currently Ta- 
jikistan's ambassador in Mos- 


cow, said he had initially 
been prevented from leaving 
a television studio before 
going to the airport. 

“They didn't let us out of 
the television building and 
then we slept here until the 
morning," he told reporters. 

Mr. Abdulajanov did not 
say why he was kept at the 
studio, where he had been 
expected to take part in a 
television programme. 

Russia's Interfax News 
Agency quoted the govern- 
ment spokesman as saying 
the delay at the airport was 
caused by special checks of 
every plane introduced after 
Friday's explosions. 

The blasts damaged a tele- 
phone exchange, the Agricul- 
ture Ministry, a printing 
house and some other build- 
ings in Dushanbe. Tajik Tele- 
vision reported several in- 


juries. 

A senior government offi- 
cial condemned the explo- 
sions as an effort to disrupt 
the election, being held with 
a referendum on a new con- 
stitution for the former 
Soviet republic of 5.1 million 
people. 

Mr. Abdulajanov declined 
comment on who was behind 
the explosions but said: “It 
was to the advantage of those 
wbo do not want stability in 
the republic.” 

Most of the ex-Communist 
government's real oppo- 
nents, an alliance of Islamic 
groups and liberals whose 
guerrillas have been waging 
cross-border raids from 
Afghanistan since losing a 
bloody dan war in late 1992, 
want the election called off. 

Some analysts and diplo- 
mats have said the absence of 



A prisoner (right) and prison guard (left) talk 
about the upcoming elections in a Dushanbe 
investigation prison after reading the news- 


paper. on the pin- board which features pre- 
election portraits of the candidates for the 
president’s post of Tajikistan (AFP photo) 


the opposition may lead to 
little change the Tajikistan’s 
problems after the election, 
in which there are no big 
ideological differences be- 
tween the candidates. 

However, the government 
and opposition agreed in a 
third round of peace talks in 
the Pakistani capital, Islama- 
bad, earlier this month to 
extend a ceasefire for three 
months. 

The truce, which came into 
force on Sept. 20 with the 
arrival of U.N. monitors, was 
due to expire on election day. 

Liviu Born, head of the 
United Nations mission of 
observers to Tajikistan, said 
Prime Minister Abdujaiil 
Samadov had assured him the 

w 

explosions would not affect 
the implementation of agree- 
ments reached in the talks. 

“He assured us that they 
would not affect the imple- 
mentation of the agreements 
they have undertaken,” he 
told journalists. 

“We have expressed the 
hope that the events of 
yesterday will not create 
obstacles in the badly-needed 
process of democratisation.'' 

“Also we hope that these 
events will not be used to 
limit the' rights and freedoms 
of the citizens of Tajikistan.”' 

A key agreement reached 
in Islamabad was on the ex- 
change of 27 prisoners on 
each side through the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross. It was due before 
midnight (1900 GMT) Satur- 
day. 

The country is heavily re- 
liant on Russia for its secur- 
ity. There axe some 25,000 
Russian troops in Tajikistan, 
mostly along the rugged 
Afghan border, along with a 
tiny contingent of Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
peacekeepers. 


IAEA board to meet on N. Korean nuclear pact 


VIENNA (Agencies) — The 
board of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) is expected to meet 
soon to discuss implementing 
a U.N. request to monitor 
the receut U.S.-North Ko- 
rean nuclear pact, diplomatic 
sources said Saturday. 

The Security Council in a 
statement Friday said it was 
satisfied with the nuclear pact 
reached in October and 
asked the U.N.'s atomic 
watchdog to carry out related 
monitoring activities. 

“The agency has been ex- 
pecting the statement giving 
it guidance on its future role 
in North Korea since the 
beginning of the week,” a 
Western diplomat dealing 
with nuclear affairs said. 

“IAEA chief Hans Blix is 
now expected to call an ex- 
traordinary meeting of the 
board of governors as soon as 
possible to discuss how to 
continue,” the diplomat 
added. 

The board of governors is 
to bold a regular meeting at 
the beginning of December, 
but the source said the Secur- 
ity Council decision was so 
significant it merited an ex- 
traordinary meeting to dis- 
cuss it. 

Under the Oct. 21 accord. 
North Korea agreed to freeze 
and eventually dismantle its 
existing graphite-moderated 
nuclear reactors. 


In return, Washington 
would head an international 
consortium to finance and 
supply North Korea with a 
new generation of light-water 
power plants less suited to 
the production of plutonium 
that could be used to manu- 
facture nuclear weapons. 

The IAEA and North 
. Korea have feuded for the 
past two years over Pyon- 
gyang’s refusal to permit all 
the inspections the U.N. 
agency considers necessary to 
determine whether North 
Korea has secretly reproces- 
sed plutonium to develop 
nuclear weapons. 

The Vienna-based IAEA is 
responsible for monitoring 
compliance with safeguards 
under the 1970 nuclear non- 
proliferation agreement, 
which North Korea has 
signed. 

Under the Geneva pact. 
North Korea agreed to allow 
the IAEA to monitor the 
freeze on its graphite- 
moderated reactors. 

It also conceded all inspec- 
tions needed to verify full 
compliance with nuclear safe- 
guards once a significant 
proportion of the new reactor 
project has been completed. 
This could involve a delay of 
up to five years. 

The Security Council state- 
ment, read out at a brief 
meeting, “notes with satisfac- 
tion” the U.S.-North Korean 


accord as a “positive step in 
the direction of denuclearis- 
ing the Korean peninsula and 
maintaining peace and secur- 
ity in the region.” 

It asked the IAEA to “take 
all steps it may deem neces- 
sary" to verify North Korea’s 
full compliance with nuclear 
safeguards and to monitor its 
freeze under the agreement 
with the United States. 

South Korea welcomed 
Saturday a U.N. Security 
Council statement approving 
the recent U.S.-North Ko- 
rean nuclear pact and asking 
the U.N. nuclear watchdog to 
monitor the North's com- 
pliance. 

“The South Krean govern- 
ment welcomes the presiden- 
tial statement of the U.N. 
Security Council and evalu- 
ates it as a proper measure,” 
a Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

“The statement is regarded 
as an important step on 
grounds that it gave the 
IAEA additional authority 
for monitoring North Korea's 
nuclear freeze," he said. 

Meanwhile, South Korea 
and China will sign a memor- 
andum, of understanding this 
month on possible construc- 
tion of two South Korean- 
model light-water nuclear 
reactors in China, Seoul's en- 
voy to Beijing was quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

Ambassador Hwang 


Byung-Tai told South 
Korea’s Youhap News Agen- 
cy that officials from Korea 
Electric Tower Corporation 
and Korea Atomic Energy 
Research Institute would 
soon visit Beijing. The 
memorandum was due to be 
signed on Nov, 23. 

He said the two countries 
also planned to sign a pro- 
tocol ou cooperation in nuc- 
lear safety matters. 

* 

Mr. Hwang was in Seoul 
for weekend security talks 
with Foreign Minister Han 
Sung-Joo and the South Ko- 
rean envoys to Tokyo, 
Washington and Moscow. 
The theme of the talks was 
the changing political situa- 
tion in North East Asia fol- 
lowing last month’s U.S.- 
North Korean nuclear agree- 
ment. 

“The construction of 
(South) Korean-model light- 
water reactors in China 
would put big pressure on 
North Korea," which has ex- 
pressed unwiUingness to 
accept them in its new nuc- 
lear programme, Mr. Hwang 
was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Hwang could not be 
reached for comment. 

If the project goes ahead , it- 
would be the first time South 
Korea had built nuclear reac- 
tors for China, North Korea's 
last remaining influential 
ally. 


Militia leader’s absence delays Liberia peace bid 


ACCRA (R) — Militia war- 
lords and the foreign minis- 
ters of Ghana and Nigeria 
cooled their heels in Accra 
Saturday as the late arrival of 
faction leader Charles Taylor 
delayed the latest bid to end 
Liberia's civil war. 

Former civil servant 
Taylor, the man wbo laun- 
ched the war from Ivory 
Coast in 1989, is key to any 
lasting settlement to the 


fighting and anarchy that 
have brought Africa's oldest 
independent state to the 
brink of total collapse. 

Ghana, which has 
peacekeepers in various 
world troublespots and is tak- 
ing the lead in this latest 
attempt to bring Liberia's 
waning factions together, de- 
layed the opening session of 
the closed-door talks, saying 


Mr. Taylor was expected at 
any moment. 

“Taylor is the only one 
who has not yet arrived but 
we are expecting him any 
time now," a Ghanaian Fore- 
ign Ministry source said. “We 
do not want to start a full 
session with absentees.” 

But the source said rival 
warlords, some of whom 
have been in the Ghanaian 
capital since Tuesday, were 


showing signs of irritation 
and wanted the talks to begin 
as soon as possible. 

“Ghanaian officials are in 
close consultations with the 
various groups separately, 
trying to seek their views, 
consensus and generally dear 
the ground to ensure the talks 
succeed in achieving accept- 
able and lasting peace,” be 
added. 


Bosnian Muslims, Serbs battle 

for northwest Bosnia town 


CT 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Seri) and Muslim 
forces battled for the north- 
western town of Bosanska 
Krupa Saturday and U.N. 
peacekeepers said govern- 
ment troops were preparing 
to expand their successful 
offensive in central Bosnia. 

The United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
said Bosanska Krupa, on the 
edge of the Muslim-held 
Bihac pocket was being 
fiercely defended by the units 
of the Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA). 

‘The BSA is putting up a 
stiff fight,” said U.N. spokes- 
man Major Herve Gourtne- 
lon. “We think there must be 
a lot of casualties and the 
town will not be easy for the 
Bosnian government army to 
'capture." 

Peacekeepers believed the 
BSA still held the eastern 
bank- of the Una River 
around Bosanska Krupa 
whose dvilian population has 
been evacuated to safety. 

Muslim troops have been 
trying to capture the town 
since launching an autumn 
offensive 10 days ago that has 
rocked the BSA by driving 
Serb forces onto the retreat 
in northwest and central Bos- 
nia and southwest of 
Sarajevo. 

Although the BSA daimed 
to have retaken some lost 
ground in a counter-attack, 
the U.N. said the only evi- 
dence of this was in some 
fighting south of the Bihac 
pocket. 

U.N. spokesmen said they 
expected fresh Muslim-led 
offensives in central Bosnian 
to buQd on the capture of 
Kupres. The town of Donji 


Vakuf, slightly north of 
Kupres was the next possible 
target. 

Cemerska Planina north of 
Sarajevo was also thought to 
be vulnerable to Muslim 
attack. 

According to the U.N., the 
Muslims were meeting little 
resistance southwest of 
Sarajevo in their attempts to 
advance on the town of Tmo- 
vo and to cut a vital supply 
road between Serb territory 
in east and southeast Bosnia. 

“We understand that (the 
Muslims) are now certainly 
able to put direct fire on to 
the town or the road but we 
don't have details of that," 
U.N. spokesman Tim Spicer 
said. “There is a report that 
five (Serb) tanks were cap- 
tured in the fighting but that 
is uncomfirmed.” 

The U.N. reports of Serb 
setbacks were denied by the 
BSA's own version of events 
which claimed the Muslims 
were being driven back in the 
Traavo areg and that terri- 
tory was being recaptured in 
the northwest. 

The BSA has ordered a 
general mobilisation across 
tiie 70 per cent of Bosnia 
under its control in an 
attempt to stem the biggest 
Muslim battlefield successes 
of the 31-month war. 

Quoting Bosnian Serb 
military sources the Bosnian 
Serb News Agency (SRNA) 
charged that units from the 
regular Croatian army had 
been fighting alongside the 
Muslim-led Bosnian army 
and their Bosnian Croat 
allies. 

Bosnian Serb troops- have 
“established new lines of de- 


fence” and since Friday are in 
control of the plateau north- 
west of Kupres and the road 
from Kupres to Sipovo, it 
said. 

The communique was from 
the military command of the 
2nd Army Corps of the self- 
styled Serb Republic, based 
at Bosanski Fetrovac in west- 
ern Bosnia. 

According to the com- 
munique, the Bosnian army 
is now stationed to the east of 
the town of Kupres from 
where it is launching artillery 
attacks on'^Serb-held posi- 
tions. 

At the front at Bihac, in 
northwestern Bosnia, Serb 
troops also inflicted heavy 
losses in men and equipment 
on the Bosnian army's 5th 
Corps which they were con- 
tinuing to push back, the 
communique said without 
giving more details. 

The Serb military informa- 
tion centre at Lukavica, near 
Sarajevo, also quoted by 
SRNA said that Friday Serb 
forces had regained a large 
swath of territory to the 
north-west of the capital ’dur- 
ing a “violent counterat- 
tack.” , 

In another report Saturday 
the Tan jug News Agency said 
Bosnian Serbs claimed three 
cargo ships full of arms, 
ammunition and fuel arrived 
for the Bosnian array Friday 
at the Croatian port of Ploce. 

Bosnian Serb military 
sources were quoted as 
saying that one or the ships 
was transporting around 
9,000 tonnes of fuel, and the 
others were carrying aims, 
ammunition and military 
equipment “sent to the Bos- 
nian Muslim forces by Islamic 


countries. 

The arms embargo on Bos- * 
nia and Herzegovina, which' 
the United Nations is con- * 
sidering lifting, is being open- 4 
tv flouted and has become 
largely a fiction, the New ' 
York Times reported Satur- 
day. 

The newspaper said 
Croatia was now building or ! 
assembling everything from' 
battle tanks to MiG-21 fight- 
er aircraft and acting as the ' 
main conduit for the flood of ' 
weapons reaching Bosnia. * 

It said the aims building, 
and trafficking was being ' 
helped by the ready avafiabi',- * 
ity of arms and military com- - 
ponents in the foraer Soviet 
Bloc countries and by an ' 
apparent American readiness ' 
ro turn a blind eye. 

“What I need, I get.” i 
Croatian Defence Minister 
Gojko Susak said in an inter- - 
view with the newspaper. 

“The arms market is safu- , 
rated, so saturated you would . 
pay three times the price if > 
you got things legally.” 

Mr. Susak described, 
buving arms in countries in- 
cluding Poland, Bulgaria and • 
Russia as “an open market” 
and told the Times Croatia, 
was now providing the vmy. - 
of the Muslim-aomina* d 
Bosnian government w.th' 
antitank' weapons and 
ammunition for mortars, can- - 
nous and machine guns. 

’The effect oF the increase.' 
in the arms available to the- , 
Bosnian Muslim and allied 
Bosnian Croat forces has ‘ 
been evident in the last week , 
in two successful offensives, 
against the long-dominant, ' 
Bosnian Serbs. -t 


Berlusconi 
warns off 
Fini 

ROME (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Silvio Berlusconi Satur- 
day told his hard-right ally 
Gianfranco Fini to forget any 
dreams be might have, of re- 
placing him as premier. 

He warned 'the leader of 
-the fascist-tinged National 
Alliance (AN) he would de- 
fend bis job “tooth and nail." 

In an interview with La 
Repubblica newspaper, Mr. 
Berlusconi told Mr. Fini, the 
slick and articulate bead of a 
movement seeking to bury its 
blackshirted past, not to' en- 
tertain dreams of forming a 
far-right government. 

“I will defend... my prog- 
ramme, my ideas and my 
people tooth and nail.” said 
Mr. Berlusconi who swept to 
power in March general elec- 
tions just two months after 
entering politics. 

“We are an army of mod- 
erates and political reformers 
and our tradition must rest 
solidly democratic. We are 
allied with a right-wing party 
led by a very intelligent man 
— but we are not a part of the 
right.” 

The media magnate 
warned Mr. Fini, whom polls 
show has overtaken Mr. Ber- 
lusconi in the popularity 
stakes and whose party is fast 
gaining ground, not to invade 
his space. 

“I have always been and 
always will be a man of the 
centre. Fini knows that and I 
think he also knows that it is 
not in his interest to show 
even a hint of arrogance or 
tty to tread on his neigh- 
bour's turf.” 

Mr. Berlusconi made his 
comments just days after an 
opinion poll showed Forza 
Italia, the free-market party 
he formed at the start of the 
year, waning and AN gaining 
ground. 

The poll, conducted by the 
SWG Institute for La Repub- 
blica and published Tuesday, 
showed support for Forza Ita- 
lia had dropped to 23 per cent 
from European elections in 
June when its -approval 
ratiang was 30.6 per cent. 

Over the same period AN 
saw its projected vote share 
jump from 12.5 per cent to 
17.5 per cent. 

Last weekend Fini said he 
would not be opposed to 
early elections. 

“I don't want early elec- 
tions, but I'm certainly not 
afraid of them and ... we 
wouldn't stand in the way of 
them because support for us 
is growing.” 

The clean-cut Fini, 42, is 
considered the rising scar of 
Italian politics. 

He has led the Italian So- 
cial Movement (MSI); AN'S 
core party founded by the 
heirs of wartime dictator Be- 
nito Mussolini, out of the 
political wilderness where it 
languished for five 
and into government after 
elections last March. 


More fighting reported in Angola hut 

■ 

peace deal expected to be signed 


LUANDA (AFP) — Gov- 
ernment forces Saturday pur- 
sued their offensive against 
UNIT A, the rebel movement 
said, as the U.N. envoy to 
Angola dismissed fears that 
fighting would derail .a. peace 
accord- to be signed .m .10. 
: days’- time. \ - ■ t * 
; .Alio une Blontiin Beye con- 
firmed here Saturday that a 
meeting of military leaders 
from the government and the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) would meet in 
Lusaka Nov. 10 to work out 
final details of a ceasefire 
accord initialled last week af- 
ter a year of talks 
Mr. Beye was in the Ango- 
lan capital for talks with Pres- 
ident Jose Eduardo Dos San- 
tos — notably on a renewed 
government offensive against 
UNITA headquarters — 


prior to returning to New 
York to brief the United Na- 
tions on the latest moves in 
the peace process. 

On arrival, Mr. Beye criti- 
cised the increase in military 
activity over recent days 
which has seen government 
forces- pressing: to capture the 
maxnnpm ^possible -ground 
from UNITA before the 
ceasefire is signed. 

Bnt he dismissed UNTTA 
threats to pull out of the 
peace deal if the government 
offensive continued. 

Mr. Beye said be was con- 
vinced the two sides would 
sign the peace accords as 
scheduled ou Nov. 15. The 
ceasefire is due to come into 
effect 48 hours after that. 

“I would not wish to be- 
lieve that those who drafted 
the (Lusaka peace) protocol 
will refuse to sign it,” Mr. 


Beye told reporters here. 

Meanwhile UNITA re- 
newed charges that a govern- 
ment air bombardment had 
been launched against the re- 
bels' former headquarters in 
the southeast town of Jamba. 

The rebels’" Radio Vorgah 
said Saturday the bombard- 
ment, which started Thurs- 
day, had destroyed an ortho- 
paedic centre sheltering an 
unspecified number of war- 
wounded. The shelling had 
also claimed civilian lives. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the attack. 

Government forces have 
since mid-September adv- 
anced into south and central 
regions held by UNITA. 

The Angolan army said it 
had taken the town of Caala 
around 18 to 20 kilometres 
from UNITA s current head- 
quarters in Huambo. 


Mozambique ruling party sees narrow poll win 


MAPUTO (R) — Mozambi- 
que’s long-ruling FRELIMO 
party Saturday forecast a slim 
parliamentary win for itself 
and a clear victory for Presi- 
dent Joaquim Chissano in the 
country's first multi-party 
elections. 

A FRELIMO source told 
Reuters the party, which has 
ruled since independence 
from Portugal in 1975, esti- 
mated Mr. Chissano would 


win 53.33 per cent against 
32.70 per cent for bis main 
rival, Afonso Dhlakama, 
leader of the former rebel 
movement RENAMO. 

Some 12 presidential 
candidates and 14 parties or 
coalitions took part in the 
Oct. 27-29 elections for the 
presidency and the 250-seat 
parliament. 

But the poll' was mainly a 


two-horse race between RE- ' 
NAMO and FRELIMO, 
which two years ago signed 
accords ending a 16-yecr civil 
war. ' 

No official results are avail- 
able from the independent 
National Electoral Comrris- 
sion (CNE). which oversaw 
voting. CNE Chairman Bra- 
zao Mazula says partial re- 
sults may be available Mon- 
day. 
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French Mission Specialist Jean-Francois Cler- 
vofr (foreground) and space shuttle pdot Curtis 
Brown peer out of Atlantis* flight deck win- 
dows after releasing the CRISTA-SPAS satel- 


lite. Clervoy, Brown and four others are ou an" 
eleven-day atmospheric research mission 
aboard die space shuttle (AFP photo) 


Shuttle mission satellite starts work 


HOUSTON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (AFP) — A 
satellite released by the space 
shuttle Atlantis began its 
observation work on atmos- 
pheric gases after a hold-up 
of several hours due to tech- 
nical problems with the tele- 
scopes, space agency officials 
said. 

Navigation and com- 
munication problems delayed 
the functioning of the tele- 
scopes shortly after .the $35 
million German-made satel- 


lite was deployed Friday by 
French astronaut Jean- 
Francois Clervoy. 

The navigation unit was 
blinded by sunlight making it 
difficult to lock its telescopes 
on to stars and radio links 
were malfunctioning, officials 
at the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) said. 

Controllers at the com- 
mand. centre on earth re- 
solved the problems Friday 


evening and the vessel began * 
collecting information on\ 
atmospheric gases which sci-'. 
entists hope will give a better 
understanding of the deple-; 
tion of ozone wtririi protects, 
the Earth from ultraviolet ! 
radiation. 

The CRISTA-SPAS satel-.f 
iite will remain in orbit eight 
days before bring retrieved 
by the six-member crew of’ 
the Atlantis, due to return to* 
Earth, on Nov. .14 after 11 
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Rains need not kill 

THE HEAVY r ains that fell in many parts of 
the country over the weekend unnecessarily 
took a heavy toll on H uman life. Official 
sources spoke of up to 21 people as having 
lost their lives with 11 missing in the eastern 
and southern parts of the Kingdom, which is 
a terrible tragedy by any human standard. 

This is not the first time that flashtioods 
take many lives and cause considerable 
material destruction. We cannot therefore 
claim that we have -been caught off guard. 
The country has a long history of heavy rain, 
especially in the southern regions. We can 
recall no less than two or three cases of 
serious flashfloods every decade or so. The 
only surprise is the fact that we are still ill 
prepared to deal and cope with natural 
disasters such as those that repeat themselves 
every so often. 

There are several measures that we could 
have taken when the country acquired the 
know-how and the tools to avert such disas- 
ters or at least minimise their damages. 
P lanning is on the top of the list of steps that 
the country could have adopted right from 
the start. By planning we mean choosing the 
right places where towns and villages should 
be encouraged to grow, and the right type of 
construction to face heavy rains or earth- 
quakes. Dams are also the normal way for 
averting floodings in areas accustomed to 
receiving heavy r ains in the winter season. 
The list is indeed long as to what the 
government is capable of undertaking to 
contain any damage or loss of life under 
difficult natural conditions. 

- What happened in Egypt a few days ago is 
a case in point as to what concerned author- 
ities could have dime to avoid natural catas- 
trophies simply by proper p lanning but did 
not do. When oil depots placed . too close to 
centres of populations catch fire for whatever 
reason, it is normal to expect that the result 
would be tragic. The Dronka fire last week 
took the lives of 550 Egyptian people simply 
because there was a grave error of judge- 
ment about where to construct oil storage 
depots. 

To be sure, there is no foolproof method to 
avoid disasters be they man-made or contri- 
buted by nature. Still, what we can expect 
from our authorities is more planning, pre- 
paration and contingency measures when the 
odds work against everything that we have 
envisaged or expected. Perhaps our civil 
defence authorities can spearhead the nation- 
al effort in this direction, by outlining well in 
advance the areas that are prone to natural 
disasters and then submitting the relevant 
proposals for dealing with the imminent 
dangers. No doubt other governments would 
have to pitch in the battle along the road. But 
for now, at least, a task force has to be 
created in order to look at the root causes of 
why there were so many casualties and so 
I much damage and then to ensure that a 
similar tragedy does not occur in the future. 
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PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT 13 natural to see public controversy raging in Jordan 
over the Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty, whether at the 
Parliament level or otherwise, said A1 Ra'i daily. But this 
controversy reflects the fact that the Jordanian people 
enjoy a high degree of awareness and are ready to interact 
with events and scrutinise them, before arriving at a 
decision, said the paper. However, the manifestations of 
support for His Majesty King Hussein and the peace treaty 
over the last few days in Jordan give an indication that the 
majority of people are for peace and they back their leader 
in bis plans to attain prosperity for his people, it said. If 
Parliament endorses the treaty — as it is most likely to do 
— the Jordanians are required more than at any time in the 
past to show and exercise national unity, especially as the 
peace treaty entails major challenges and opens the way for 
more diligent work and sacrifices, said the paper. It coin 
that the coming stage requires from the Jordanians to rise 
to and meet the challenges of the coming era. 

THE CHANGE from the position of war to a status of 
peace ought to be accompanied by certain changes in the 
economic conditions and an improvement of the quality of 
life so that peace can be meaningful, said a columnist in Al 
Dustour Saturday. Taber Al Adwan said that economic 
development is part and parcel of the requirements of 
peace to which the Arab people aspire at the moment. But 
he noted that the improvement can only come about in a 
democracy and respeict of human rights and social justice. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Economic 


Jordan 


PEACE BETWEEN Jordan and Israel is now secured. 
Comprehensive peace in the Middle East is around the 
comer. The economic boycott is about to become history. 
1995 will be the first year of the peaceful era in the area. 
The question is what benefits will accnie to Jordan on the 

short, medium and long terms. 

On the short-term. Jordan will benefit from extra water, 
more foreign aid, debt relief, higher tourism activity and 
better expectations- 

Jordan will recover a substantial part of its water, which 
will give a push not only to agricultural production but also 
to industry and civil life. Water shortages are a major 
problem for the country. Any extra source will give rise to 
other activities previously on hold due to lack of water. 

Foreign aid was always a major source of public 
financing It started with British aid until 1956, followed by 
American aid until 1967. when Arab Gulf states took over 
until 1990. Since then, Jordan received some aid from 
Japan, Germany, the European Union, the United Stats 
and other European countries but the volume of foreign aid 
was just enough to keep the Treasury going. It is hoped- 
that peace will encourage donors to contribute moire in 

order to make peace work. - 

Debt forgiveness in favour of Jordan was initiated by th? 
president of the United States, Bill Clinton, who pledged to 


write off all the Kingdom’s debt to the U.S., whjch 
amounts to around 12 per cent of Jordan s foreign 
indebtedness. Mr. Clinton also undertook to urge other 
industrial countries to do the same. So far the response is 
not good enough but the signing of the peace treaty and the 
commitments made by Mr. Clinton in his address to 
Parliament may give better resulcs. 

Tourism already started its revival. With two crossings 
between Jordan and Israel. Jordan will receive as many 
tourists as its capacity may be able to accommodate. The 
touristic package, including Jordan, Egypt and the holy 
lands will become the most attractive touristic attraction in 
the world. No wonder that eight classified hotels are now 
under construction in the Petra area alone. Tourism 
activity in Jordan may double in one year, and then grow 
-steadily at a very high rate of growth to become a major 
source of foreign exchange. 

Of course, peace may improve the expectations of the 
business circles, as the area is perceived to be in prepara- 
tion for take off. Better expectations will have immediate 
impact on business behaviour all over. 

On the medium-term, some sectors will grow faster, 
especially transport and transit business and exports. 

Jordaq is situated in a way to make it the cross-road in all 
directions. Syria and Turkey cannot reach the Gulf markets 


No peace in Israel without recognition 
of Palestinian’s national rights 


By Pascal Karmy 

IT SEEMS that Israeli 
leaders are unable to rid 
themselves once and for all 
of both their superiority 
complex and occupation 
mentality, which have been 
ingrained in them 
apparently as a result of 
their distorted ancient his- 
tory of Palestine and of the 
occupation of Palestinian 
land for more than 27 
years. Thus, Israel has nev- 
er qualified or characte- 
rised the occupied Palesti-. 
nian territory as ' “occu- 
pied.'' But simply, as 
“territory because Israel 
considers the latter as part 
of the Biblical land of Israel 
(Eretz Ersael). They be- 
lieve that Palestine is theirs 
for they allege that it was 
promised to them by their 
God "Yahveh" as men- 
tioned in their Torah, 
which they themselves had 
written in times past. This 
belief or rather allegation 
is contested by historical 
.lacts which refute them. 

Palestine has been 
known since time immemo- 
rial not as the land of Israel 
but as the land of Canaan, 
as written even in the 
Torah, which the Christ- 
ians sometime- call the Old 
Testament. 

This Torah is a mixture 
of history, legend and Heb- 
rew mytholoy. The Israelis 
or the Hebrews, as they 
often used to be called, 
conquered about 1200 BC 
only part of Palestine from 
the Canaanites and other 
inhabitants of Palestine, 
such as the Philistines from 
whom incidentally the 
name of Palestine was de- 
rived. Israelis claim that 
Palestine was the historic 
home of the Jews-who.were 
driven from it by force by 
the Babylonians.' the Assy- 
rians and lastly by the Ro- 
mans in the year' 132 AD. 
But they ignore the fact 
that it was only by similar 
force and violence that they 
had previously conquered 
Palestine in the year 1200 
BC. They jilso brush aside 
the fact that by sheer brutal 
force they expelled the 
Palestinians from their 
ancestral home. Palestine, 
in 1948 and thereafter, and 
established their state on 
the destruction and mins of 
countless towns and vil- 
lages. 



Palestine is not the Jew- 
ish homeland because the 
Israelis conquered it like 
other conquerors who 
occupied Palestine, and left 
it. In other words, the con- 
quest of Palestine in the 
year 1200 BC by Israelis 
was merely an episode in 
the history of that countty 
just as the. above- 
mentioned peoples con- 
quered it in the past and 
left it. 

Despite the above irre- 
futable historical facts con- 
cerning Palestine, and not- 
withstanding the Oslo 
accord of September 1993 
and that of Cairo of May 
1994. Israelis still maintain 
that Palestinian territory is 
part of the land of Israel. 

This attitude is. in my 
opinion, hindering the 
smooth implementation of 
the above-mentioned 
accords. Thus, in practice 
and on the ground, it does 
not seem that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
policy differs much from 
that of the Likud policy and 
pratice when the latter was 
holding the reins of power. 
Lands belonging to Palesti- 
nians are being confiscated, 
construction or fattening of 
settlements are being pur- 
sued relentlessly, killing, 
imprisoning and trying and 
condemning Palestinians 


for resisting the occupation 
continue daily, curfews are 
being imposed and border 
crossings between Israel 
and the occupied territories 
are being shut to squeeze 
the Palestinians in a sort of 
ghetto and deprive their 
workers of the means of 
their livelihood. 

Moreover, the Israelis. 

with their superiority com- 
plex. and arrogant altitude, 
treat the Palestinians with 
despise and contempt with 
the aim of humiliating 
them. Such attitude and 
practices have led and will 
continue to lead to resent- 
ments and hatred against 
the Israelis. No wonder 
then that some of the 
Palestinian youth will re- 
sort to extreme violence 
and suicidal attacks to vent 
their suppressed feelings of 
injustice and resentment. 

All Israeli political, 
security and economic me- 
asures will be of no avail 
and will not put an end to 
the violent resistance of 
Palestinians unless Israel 
speedily withdraws from 
the Palestinian territory. 
Israeli leaders should put 
an end to procrastination 
and prevarication in the im- 
plementation of their 
accords with the Palesti- 
nians and concentrate in- 
stead on honest, sincere 


and speedy implementation 
'of those accords so as to 
withdraw Israeli army from 
the densely populated 
Palestinian territory. But 
they should not expect 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to be their watchdog 
to maintain peace and pro- 
tect Israeli interests when 
the latter are not honouring 
their commitments and are 
treating Palestinians with 
humiliation and disdain. 

One would expect Israeli 
leaders to have realised by 
now that they cannot keep 
land and have peace at the 
same time. They will have 
peace and security when all 
the Palestinian territory is 
returned to its rightful own- 
ers. There will be and there 
will remain Palestinian 
fighters who will continue 
to stoke the embers of fire 
as long as Israel does not 
recognise the national 
rights of the Palestinians 
including their right to 
establish their state. 

Even if Israel succeeds to 
conclude peace treaties 
with all Arab states bat does 
not recognise the national 
rights of the Palestinians in 
their country. Israel will 
never have peace and 
security neither in the occu- 
pied territories nor. I dare 
say. in Israel itself. 


except through Jordan. Iraq cannot reach the Red Sea 
£55 Sroulh Jordan. Israel cannot reach the Arab 
Srirets except through Jordan. Transport and transit 
vriH definitely Sake a jump under peace, especial- 
ly when the sanctions'against Iraq are eased and eventually 

^Exports will continue to grow fast. The new marketin 
the West Bank will be sufficient to cause ^0 per cent growth 
!n exports and six per cent growth in the gross domesne 
product (GDP). It is too early to assess the capacity of *he 
Israeli market to absorb Jordanian products, but the value 
of such exports will be substantial, relative to the size of the 
Jordanianeconomy, . if Israel did not follow protective 
measures to inhibit Jordanian competition. 

In the longer-term, the major factor will be the new 
investments by Arab, foreign and local investors. Jordan 
will become a safer place. There will be no more threats of 
Israeli aggression. Security means lower nsks and more 
investments. Investments are the only wav to create jobs, 
raise income and make .the man in the street feel the 

Of course, there will be a cost. Competition is good but it 
has its casualties. Many will benefit from the new window 
of opportunity but those who are inefficient may give way 

to others. 


China-Britain deal on 
Hong Kong evokes 
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memories 


By David Schlesinger 
Reuter 

BEUING — The deal Chi- 
na and Britain signed Fri- 
day to end a five-year row 
over Hong Kong's new air- 
port brings the cycle of 
pacts and ruptures plaguing 
the handover of the British 
colony to Beijing into a 
new phase. 

With less than two years 
to go before Hong Kong 
becomes part of China, 
agreement on the overall 
financing plan for the S20 
billion airport would 
appear to be very good 
news. 

But similar optimism 
over the Hong Kong issue 
has been dashed before by 
subsequent vicious dis- 
agreements. 

Sitting at the heart of the 
problem is mutual fear and 
mistrust compounded by 
misunderstandings, politic- 
al analysts. believe . . 

When Britain says it 
wants to leave Hong Kong 
with world-class infrastruc- 
ture to face the next cen- 
tury, China says it is wor- 
ried that London wants to 
suck its colony dry finan- 
cially. 

When London says it 
wants to give the people of 
Hong Kong as much say in 
their political future as 
possible. Beijing interprets 
the moves as subverting 
Chinese authority and 
going back on previous 
agreements. 

While these disputes 
have been the hallmark of 
relations between China 
and Britain in the run-up to 
the 1997 handover of Hong 
Kong. British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said on Thursday he 
wanted a new atmosphere 
to emerge. 

“By working together in 
practical ways we can at 
last wear down the mutual 
suspicions and misunder- 
standings of the past, and 
build a more profound and 
realistic friendship for the 
21st century,” Xinhua news 
agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Such sentiments have 
been expressed by both 
sides previously, however. 

Even the airport issue 
itself appeared to be solved 
once and for all back in 
1991. when John Major 


came to Beijing to sign a . 
“memorandum of under- 
standing.” 

He became in the process 
the first Western head of 
government to visit China , 
since the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square crackdown. 4 -f*5 

British diplomats insisted^ 
on Friday that the new pact '' 
would now finally break 
the deadlock. “This is a 
new agreement which will 
actually make it possible to 
move forward,” said one 
envoy who requested 
anonymity. 

But he made clear not 
every question had been 
answered. 

“This is a very prelimin- 
ary agreement,” he said. 
“There are a lot of practical , 
steps that have to follow it. ' 
We view it as a very posi- 
tive basis for further coop- 
eration diat requires furth- 
er practical steps.” 

China, for its part, mainr 
. rained that the problems 
from 1 991 until Friday were 
^all the fault of the British 
side. 

“Originally, this question 
should have been settled at 
a very early stage.” Zhou 
Nan. China's top official in 
Hong Kong, was quoted by 
official Chinese newspaper 
on Friday as saying. 

“But as the British side 
for a long time not put 
forward a financing plan in 
accord with the memoran- 
dum of understanding and 
moreover brought ex- 
traneous issues into the 
negotiations, this question 
has been delayed time and 
again.” 

Negotiators experienced 
in dealing with China 
warned that Zhou's words 
meant that the remaining 
years until the 1997 hand- 
over would see Beijing con- 
tinuing to press London for 
concessions on -the details 
of the transfer of power. 

“The Chinese prefer to 
have a general woolly 
agreement setting out prin- 
ciples that they can then 
interpret in their own 
way,” said one lawyer with 
experience both in govern- 
ment and in private prac- 
tice. 

“There is no country on 
earth in which people 
spend so much time proc- 
. laiming that they are nego- 
tiating out of principles.” 
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An appalling experiene 
at Al Bashir hospital 

EDITOR’S NOTE: A copy of this letter was seat to 
die Ministry of Health on Oct. 29, the day the letter 
was received, so that the ministry could give an 
official response to the complaints. No answer was 
received from the ministry up to this date. 

To the Editor: 

I HAVE to write and share an appalling experience that I 
went through on the morning of Oct. 29. 

A friend of the family called just past midnight and asked 
us to take her mother to a hospital. Her mother had passed 
out suddenly and she did not know what to do. My brother 
and I rushed to their house and upon arriving we disovered 
that an ambulance was already there. The driver indicated 
that she will be taken to the Al Bashir Hospital. 

When we arrived at the hospital, I was shocked, lack of 
help and cleanliness put aside, I could not believe the 
unprofessional conduct of the staff. All they did, doctor 
and nurse, was to try to revive the patient with some sort of 
an inhaler. I do not claim to be a health professional, but I 
do think an initial check of vital statistics was in order, 
being the acceptable practice in an emergency room 
world-wide. After administering the inhaler, the staff left 


assuring the relatives that the patient will wake up shortly. 
When 30 minutes passed without improvement the pa- 
rent's son approached the doctor, who seemed annoyed to 
be disturbed during a chummy conversation with a person 
who did not look like an hospital staff. Not wanting to be 
deprived of his socialising and smoke time, the doctor sent 
a nurse to take the patient's blood pressure. What a 
practice. The nurse informed the doctor of the results 120 
over 170 as I seem to recollect, he seemed unconvinced 
Reminding you this Was in the emergen™ room be 
approached the patient, cigarette still in hand and took 
another blood pressure test on the opposite arm using a 
different sphygmomanometer. When he discovered the 
smne results, he muttered “take her to observation.” and 
he returned to his chum, cigarette still in hand. 

We stood dumbfounded for a while, then the patient’s 
son asked where the observation unit was. The “doctor” 
pointed to outside die “emergency” room and left. Then I 

h °u 60 WC S* 1 an unconscious person 
there? The doctor then, annoyed, asked a staff member 

who seemed just as bothered, to get us a wheel chair 
Everyone managed to get the patient off the tom and filthv 
emergency cot, unto die wheelchair, into observations and 
imto a filthier cot, with dirty blood stained. I V needles 
linenng the floor. It was then that I knew r<I had enough 
and had to leave or loudly speak my mind and cause a 

Does the Minister of Health ever visit, or inspect those 
facilities? An investigation into the standard ooeratine 
procedure, cleanliness and professionalism of the Al Bashir 
is in order. I had heard many horrible stories about AJ 


Bashir Hospital before. But I have always ignored them as 
hearsay. After this experience. I could not keep it inside. I 
am calling for an answer from the Ministry of Health. 

Nadim Al Jaouni, 
Jabal Al Hussein, 
Amman . 

Innocent till proven guilty 

To the Editor: 

Cfrmfcm TmSJ TSS^uote^ 1 ”" 1 * 11 - Uqu ° r shop ” 

may have been the work of ** “ the blast 

I would like to clarify that of' ™ extremists -” J* 
a«nbute responsibiBw far - i - ° ne did Hp 

AnmvestigatiS! wfindJh?^ f*? 10 ? 100 to party. fK 
the police. Until they have^ev^S* haS bcen insXi gated by 
who may have been be hi„n ^’ eale 5 1 concrete evidence as to 
blame on any<S£ he mCKlent ’ 1 ^ apportion 


Samir Fakhoury, 


Mill 
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Somalia as U.l . . 

sets departure date 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— As the United Nations set 
die departure date for its 
cosily and controversial mis- 
sion in Somalia, the violence 
that the world body tried to 
curb in the ravaged Horn of 
country was the order 


$ 



i 


of the day. 

Inside the heavily fortified 
compound of the U.N. op- 
eration in Somalia in Moga- 
dishu. workers rioted on 
Saturday to protest against 
the dismissal of 500 col- 
leagues by the U.S. construc- 
tion firm Brown Root. 

It was not immediately 
known why Brown Root, 
hired by UNOSOM to build 
and repair roads, fired the 
Somalis. 

Near the central town of 
Baidoa, once known as the 
“city of death” because of its 
legacy as a town where chil- 
dren died like flies at the 
peak of s famine in 1991. 
mtei-dan fighting raged. 

No reports of casualties 
reached Mogadishu but a 
spokesman for Indian sol- 
diers stationed in the area 
said he feared fighting be- 
tween dans there would spill 
into the volatile town. 

With suns as common as 
eggs in the bazaars and war- 
rug dans roaming the streets 
of Mogadishu in “specials" 
— - pick-up trucks with heavy 
he- guns mounted on 
hi* has long been a 
gamble for the citizens 
of die capital. 

The daily shootings and 
frequent pitched battles be- 
tween the dans have forced 
die withdrawal of most relief 
workers from Somalia, but 
their arrival en masse along 
with the U.N. troops in late 
1992 tfid avert mass starva- 
tion threatened by drought. 

That was the U.N. troops* 
primary mission, but they be- 
came socked into the vio- 

idlOC 

More than 100 U.N. sol- 
diers have been killed over 
the put two years, and 
American troops who 
spearheaded the operation 
Wftbdrtarbst March after 36 
tif their men were killed. 
They put & price on Gen. 
Aideca’s head, but never suc- 
ceeded in capturing him. 

The reduced U.N. pre- 
sence in the country is mean- 
while costing S5.7 million a 
day, with the troops’ main 
task now their own protec- 
tion. 

U.N. contingents have 
already pulled quietly out of 
a number of provincial cities, 
U.N. military spokesman 
Major Richard McDonald 
said in Mogadishu recently. 

The two-to-four-monih 
timetable for the withdrawal 
of the remaining troops, 
mostly from Pakistan. India, 
Bangladesh, Zimbabwe and 
Malaysia, means they will 


start returning before the end 
of the year. 

Leaders of 12 clans are 
currently holding a “national 
reconciliation conference” in 
Mogadishu but observers dis- 
miss this as a farce, as none of 
their opponents is taking part 
»n the discussions. U.N. offi- 
cials had hoped the talks 
would be broad-based and 

_ . . a government of 

national unity. 

In Mogadishu, the United 
Nations tightened security on 
Saturday after a faction loyal 
lowajlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed launched a savage 
verbal attack on a U.N. en- 
voy for criticising its peace 
efforts. 

Witnesses said the number 
of Pakistani troops visible in 
the streets of Mogadishu was 
high as UNOSOM attempted 
a show of force to discourage 
3 ny possible attacks by militia 
loyal to the powerful Aideed. 

But Somali faction leaders 
said they planned no such 
attacks on the U.N. 

Victor Gbeho, special rep- 
resentatives of the U.N. 
secretary -general , has attack- 
ed the decision by General 
Aideed’s supporters to hold a 
reconciliation meeting in the 
absence of Gen. Aideed’s 
blood rival, Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 

Gen. Aideed’s faction said 
on Friday that Mr. Gbeho 
was “usurping the preroga- 
tive of the Somali political 
leadership to decide for 
themselves on the destiny of 
their country." 

“The special representa- 
tives pointed out that a con- 
ference without the participa- 
tion of all the factions would 
be a recipe for continued 
strife and violence. He is 
simply wrong," the faction 
said. 

At the U.N. in New York 
on Friday, the Security Coun- 
cil called for a secure and 
orderly withdrawal by March 
31, 1995. 

About 15,000 U.N. troops 
now remain out of a force 
which at one point grew to a 
strength of more than 29.000. 

They Were first deployed in 
1992 to rescue Somalis from 
the famine and chaos in 
which hundreds of thousands 
died and more than a million 
fled to neighbouring coun- 
tries after the downfull of 

g resident Mohammad Siad 
iarre. 

An orderly withdrawal for 
the U.N. force is by no means 
assured since Somali war- 
lords who have repeatedly 
thwarted efforts to establish a 
transitional government may 
try to loot departing U.N. 
forces. 

The secretary-general said 
the withdrawal would take 
between 60 and 120. days, 
depending on security condi- 
tions. ' 


Algerian troops kill 
bomber, 22 militants 


ALGIERS (Agencies} — 
Security forces killed the man 
who orchestrated a cemetery 
bomb attack, which left four 
children dead, and 33 other 
armed Islamic militants in a 
!$id in western Algeria, a 
newspaper report said Satur- 
day. 

The daily El Watan identi- 
fied the man behind the 
bombing in Mostagancm in 
the southwest only as a doc- 
tor in his 40s. It said the raid 
was reported by the military 
r commander in the region to a 
of women who 
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* bad gone there from the 
. capital on Thursday. 

There was no official con- 
firmation of the report Satur- 
; dav morning. 

Tbe paper saul the other 33 
, Islamic militants, who in- 
cluded one woman, were kil- 
led in an operation in the 
Hachachta forest, about 30 
kilometres from the cemct- 
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blast there Tuesday, 
the fust directly to target 
children, killed four young 
Muslim boy scouts ana 
wounded 18 others during a 
ce rem ony to commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the 
start of Algeria’s war for in- 
cemetery attack has 
dfehned. though au- 
bUmcd it on armed 
_ radicals who have 
been waging a campaign of 
' armed insurgency against the 
government since it annulled 
elections the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
jjo win in January 1992. 

» « T alks between the FIS and 
fMentnMot broke down 
tea month, but ihc FIS dis- 



claimed and condemned the 
attack. Exiled FIS leader 
Abdul Baki Sabraoui in 
France alleged that Algerian 
security forces were responsi- 
ble. 

Tension further rose when 
17 Islamic radicals were kil- 
led Tuesday and Wednesday 
by security forces after an 
unarmed negotiator was shot 
dead. 

The Algerian conflict has 
left between 10,000 and 
12.000 people dead since the 
cycle of violence erupted 
more than two-and-a-half 
vears ago. 

The United States express- 
ed deep concern Friday over 
the continuing violence in 
Algeria and called for dia- 
logue between the govern- 
ment and Islamic militants. 

“We do believe that there 
are ways in which you can 
expand' the political dialogue 
and expand the circle of con- 
tacts without including those 
who espouse terrorism as a 
wav of addressing the con- 
fiict.” State Department 
spokesman Michael McCurry 
said. 

"The violence that con- 
tinues in Algeria has been of 
very deep concern to us, not 
only because they are 
directed against westerners 
and foreigners ... but also 
because they’ve been so fun- 
damentally damaging to the 
people of Algeria.” 

The United States had cal- 
led on repeated occasions for 
discussions between the gov- 
ernment and the FIS. 

“We don’t believe it is im- 
possible for them to have that 
tvpe of dialogue with those 
who reject” violence. 


Lawmakers draw clear pro- and anti-treaty lines 


their national efforts to 
achieve socio-economic de- 
velopment and improve the 
living conditions in a just and 
balanced manner," he said. 

“In die light of the regional 
competition expected m the 
coming era of peace we are in 
a need of courageous and 
frank revision of our adminis- 
trative system with a view to 
raising its efficiency and we 
need a national programme 
to serve the country in the 
peace era marked with open- 
ness on the pan of the execu- 
tive authorities to the Jorda- 
nian public. 

On behalf of the Democra- 
tic Bloc in Parliament. I de- 
dare approval of the draft 
law on the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty and support the 
Foreign Affairs Committee’s 
report and recommendations 
in this respect." 

Mohammad Odeh Njadat 
(Southern Bedouins) 

The best ending to war or 
conflict is peace, and Jordan, 
through signing the peace 
treaty with Israel, has arrived 
at peace and secured its 
tights, said Mr. Njadat. 

“I bless the treaty and 
wholeheartedly support His 
Majesty King Hussein’s steps 
and those of the government 
in accomplishing this major 
achievement for the King- 
dom," he said. 

Referring to Palestine, Mr. 
Njadat said Jordan has more 
than any other Arab country 
extended help to the Palesti- 
nians. and therefore “we can- 
not allow any one to try to 
outbid us in this respect or to 
tamper with our principled 
stands." 

“We all should stand in the 
same trench and speak one 
language aimed at handling 
our own affairs with dialogue 
and with constructive means, 
.Mr. Njadat said. 

a 

Mifleh Lawzi { Amman - 
Juhdha) 

The peace treaty with 
Israel was a natural result of 
the Madrid conference and 
the negotiations which pre- 
ceded the signing of the trea- 
ty came with full authorisa- 
tion from the Jordanian peo- 
ple. said Mr. Lawzi. 

Both the National Charter 
and Parliament have 
approved of Jordan's steps 
towards reaching peace with 
Israel and authorised the gov- 
ernment to pursue efforts to 
attain that goal, he said. 

“Therefore this treaty is a 
natural outcome of the series 
of developments and a good 
result achieved in the midst 
of regional and international 
circumstances.” he added. 

Ibrahim Samara Zoubi 
(Rantha and Ban! Kananch ) 

a 

Mr. Samara spoke oo be- 
half of Aref Bataineh, Abdul 
Hadi A1 Majali, Jamal 
Khreisheh, Nawwaf Al 
Qadhi, Mohammad Njadat, 
Salem Zawaideh and Khded 
Al Ajarmeh. 


The peace treaty has en- 
hanced Jordan’s national 
identity by asserting the 
Kingdom’s geographic 
boundaries and returned the 
lost lands and water re- 
sources.” Mr. Zoubi said. 
“Furthermore, the treaty has 
retained and respected Jor- 
dan's historic rights in Jeru- 
salem's holy places. 

"Having examined all the 
articles of the treaty, I de- 
clare my full badting of it and 
to King Hussein's steps to- 
wards peace. 




Fawn Zoubi — (Ramtha) 

Mr. Zoubi defended the 
peace treaty saying the King- 
dom did nor compromise on 
any of its rights. “Jordan has 
paid a heavy price all the past 
years for adopting pan- Arab 
stands,” Mr. Zoubi said. The 
country had only reaped a 
siege of its economy and poli- 
tical isolation, be added. 

Noting that the Palesti- 
nians chose their way and are 


(Continued from page 1) 

pursuing their own path, Mr. 
Zoubi said that in the face of 
the situation Jordan found in 
■the peace treaty a way out of 
the present predicament as it 
ensured the return of all 
Jordanian rights. 

Following the Palestinians 
option to follow a separate 
path, Jordan found itself poli- 
tically isolated and realised 
that many things were going 
on behind the scene and that 
proposed solutions could be 
adopted ax the Kingdom’s ex- 
pense,” he said. 

Some had wanted Jordan 
to serve as a mere pressure 
card but not assuming a 
meaningful role while others 
had wanted to see the end of 
this country,” he added. 

“All these have motivated 
Jordan to follow the path of 
peace and conclude the treaty 
which ensures the return of 
all its rights," he said. 

Through this treaty, he 
said, Jordan has succeeded in 
putting an end to Israel's 
expansionist designs and en- 
ded the plot which aimed at 
creating from Jordan a substi- 
tute homeland for the Palesti- 
nians. 

The fact that Israeli farm- 
lands still exist on Jordanian 
territory does not mean that 
Jordan’s rights are comprom- 
ised. he said, noting that 
Jordanians own lands in 
neighbouring Arab states and 
they have to obtain permits 
to cultivate them and that 
other Arab nationals own 
land m Jordan and they con- 
tinue to develop their proper- 

t y- 

Through this treaty Jordan 
has opened the door fqr in- 
vestments in the country and 
for economic projects which 
means more trade with the 
world, more tourism and an 
end of sufferings for many 
tie, he said. 

“I hereby declare my full 
support for the treaty," he 
concludes. 


peopl 


Rnhehni (Jerash) 

“This treaty came as a fruit 
of national efforts exerted by 
Jordan under die leadership 
of His Majesty King Hussein 
and therefore it deserves sup- 
port and appreciation from 
al! honourable people in Jor- 
dan." Mr. Rnhehni said. 

He said he expected the 
treaty to open the way for 
Jordan to receive internation- 
al economic assistance and an 
end to the people's suffer- 
ings. 

Ahmad Kasasbeh (Karak) 
(Islamist) 

The treaty can only be de- 
scribed as one facet of Israel’s 
hostile acts against the nation 
and a new form of struggle 
for destiny between the 
Arabs and the Jews. Mr. 
Kasasbeh said. 

Charging that the treaty 
would end Jordan's ties with 
other Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries. be said it would also 
deny Jordan its other legiti- 
mate rights and these of the 
Arab and Muslim people. He 
said that the treaty was a 
violation of the first article of 
the Jordanian Constitution 
which states that Jerusalem 
and the West Bank are part 
of Jordanian territory and 
carmor be ceded to Israel. 

Referring to article eight of 
the treaty, Mr. Kasasbeh said 
that it provides for the 
Palestinians to be settled in 
lands other than Palestine. 

He said Israel was prepar- 
ing to brainwash future Arab 
generations malting plans to 
employ Arab youth as 
labourers for Israel’s benefit. 
He demanded that Parlia- 
ment condemn the treaty. 

Homed Abu Jamus (Amman 
— Marks) 

Voicing support for the 
treaty, Mr. Abu Jamous said 
that for the first time in its 
history Israel recognises its 
borders with Jordan. “This is 
a great achievement and gain 
for Jordan supported by the 
United States, the mightiest 
power on earth,*’ he said. 
“By scrutinising the different 
articles of the treaty one can 
see that it ensured the rights 
of Jordan in land and water 


and secured its boundaries," 
be added. At the same time 
the treaty did not infringe on 
the Palestinian people’s 
rights, Mr. Abu Jamous said. 

Not only did the treaty 
bury Israel’s old concept of 
creating a substitute Palesti- 
nian homeland in Jordan but 
also reaffirmed the King- 
dom’s sovereignty and 
opened the door for the 
Kingdom to play a leading 
role in the region, said the 
deputy. 

Ibrahim Zeid Keflani (Am- 
man) (Islamist) 

Dr. Keilani demanded that 
Parliament reject the peace 
treaty with Israel. He quoted 
the Holy Koran as banning 
Muslims from concludin 
peace with the usurpers o 
Arab territory, and merging 
Israel’s economy with that erf 
the Arab and Muslim econo- 
mies. 

Citing historian Tweinbi, 
Dr. Keilani said Israel sub- 
sists on two pillars — divi- 
sions of Arab countries and 
foreign assistance. 

He predicted that the 
Arabs would not remain di- 

* vided and die foreign assist- 
ance to Israel would not last. 

Dr. Keflani considered the 
treaty with Israel as marking 
the beginning of the history 
of the Jewish state. 

Dr. Keflani accused the 
government of violating pan- 

• Arab and Islamic principles 
and said that by concluding 
the agreement the govern- 
ment said that it has restored 
Jordan’s rights in land and 
water but this is a very 
narrow-minded regional out- 
look, he said. 

He said Jordan should not 
view the situation from the 
point of view of the Sykes- 
Picot treaty. 

The treaty had been con- 
cluded while the Arabs are at 
total disarray and divided, 
Dr. Keilani said. The treaty 
benefits the enemy alone and 
overlooks Arab and Islamic 
rights in holy Jerusalem. 

He also criticised the treaty 
for providing for joint secur- 
ity and for combating terror- 
ism and for “depriving the 
refugees of the right to return 
to their homeland." 

Nader Tbubeirat (Koura) 

Voicing support for the 
peace treaty, Mr. Thuheirat 
said that had it not been for 
the wise leadership of King 
Hussein Jordan could not 
have reached this stage and 
regained ail its rights. 

Speaking in his name and 
on behalf of Tawfiq 
Kreishan, Ali Al Shatti, 
Mohammad Howeimel and 
Salem Zawaideh, Mr. 
Thuheirat said the treaty 
does not in any manner im- 
pinge on the Jordanian- 
PaJestinian relationship. Nor 
does it cause damage to Jor- 
dan’s relations with the other 
Arab countries, he said. 

Stressing that Jordan does 
not condone acts of terror- 
ism, Mr. Thuheirat said the 
Kingdom supports the rights 
of all groups to express their 
free opinion. But he said that 
Israel should also abide by all 
international treaties, includ- 
ing a ban on the use of mass 
destruction weapons. 

“We share in the fear of 
economic relations with 
Israel in view of the fact that 
Israel is much more advanced 
than Jordan in technical and 
economic fields and we fear 
that Israel will impose its 
hegemony on the Jordanian 
economy. Therefore we 
should take measures to pro- 
tect the national economy 
when concluding any econo- 
mic agreement with Israel," 
he said. 

The government should ex- 
ert all its efforts to ensure the 
return of the refugees to their 
Palestinian lands in line with 
U.N. resolutions, he said, i 
“We refuse to see Jerusalem 
as Israel’s eternal capital and 
we demand that the Holy 
City be returned in imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 and 
we demand that Israel con- 
tinue to respect Jordan’s role 
in the holy places,” he said. 


Ciller pledges help for PNA Assad , H rawi 


(Continued from page 12) 

Palestinian elections to a self- 
rule council. 

The ejections will mark the 
next stage of Palestinian 
autonomy, which was laun- 
ched in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May. 

Palestinians laid on a red- 
carpet reception for Ms. Cil- 
ler but sudden heavy rains 
washed out plans for an out- 
door ceremony by a guard of 
honour. 

Instead Mr. Arafat greeted 
Ms. Ciller at the door of his 
headquarters, and the visitors 


weie i us bed indoors where a 
band played the Turkish and 
Palestinian anthems. 

Turkish and Palestinian, 
flags fluttered over the streets 
leading to Mr. Arafat’s sea- 
side headquarters. Banners 
with welcome messages in 
Turkish were strung across 
lamp posts. 

Ms. Oiler arrived in Israel 
on Thursday for a three-day 
visit. The first Turkish head 
of government to visit the 
Jewish state, Ms. Ciller 
signed accords on telecom- 
munications and the fight 
against "terrorism.” 

After Israel, she was to 
travel on to Egypt. 


(Continued from page 12) 

very careful not to present his 
own positions,” he said. 

Mr. Bouez told Lebanese 
parliament members that 
Israel and Syria are still far 
apart on the timetable for an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

He said Israel was ready to 
withdraw in stages over four 
years while Syria wants the 
withdrawal to be completed 
in a few months. 

“It seems like Clinton 
promised to work to solve 
this matter, and may be a 
(pullout period) of two or 
two-and-a-half years looms," 
he said. 



Islamic Action Front deputies try to make a 
point of order during Saturday’s session of the 


Lower House of Parliament (Photo by Yousef 
’Allan) 


House begins debate 


(Continued from page 1) 

card so that they can streng- 
then their position in their 
talks with Israel?” Mr. 
Habashneh said. 

The strongest response to 
the opposition came from 
President of the 17-member 
National Action Front Abdul 
Hadi Majali, who said Jordan 
had received nothing but ing- 
ratitude for its calls for Arab 
coordination. 

Referring to the King- 
dom’s support for the Palesti- 
nians, which included provid- 
ing them with an umbrella for 
entering the Madrid talks. 
Mr. Majali said it was the 
Palestinians who went their 
own way and abandoned 
coordination with the King- 
dom. 

“Instead of receiving 
thanks for our position, we 


were blamed,” Mr. Majali 
said. 

Criticising what he called 
empty slogans that do not 
recognise reality, Mr. Majali 
said: “Those who speak of 
the national and Islamic 
dimensions” are expecting 
from Jordan more than it can 
provide and are being obli- 
vious to the realities of the 
day which prove that there is 
no unified Arab stand or 
position. 

Supporters of the peace 
process also attempted to re- 
fute opposition claims that 
peace with Israel will expose 
Arab culture to Israeli 
domination, saying the Arab 
and Muslim culture is too 
strong to fall under Israeli 
cultural domination. 

Those deputies also said 
the Kingdom has not aban- 


doned the cause of refugees 
as their future will be discus- 
sed in accordance with inter- 
national law, noting that the 
PLO has postponed discus- 
sion of the issue. 

While opponents of the 
treaty focused more on 
ideological reasons for 
opposing the treaty, its sup- 
porters called for viewing the 
accord from realistic perspec- 
tives and in terms of what it 
adiieved for the Kingdom. 

Opponents spoke of Arab 
ties and Islamic teachings, 
while proponents of the trea- 
tv emphasised that the Jorda- 
nian interests should be the 
yardstick against which it is 
measured in light of Arab 
division and lack of apprecia- 
tion for the efforts the King- 
dom has made in its pursuit 
cf better Arab relations. 
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TOMBS DAMAGED: Egyptians walk through 
the rubble next to the Temple of Seti In the 
King’s Valley after torrential rains over- 
flooded several Pharaonic sites in the Luxor 


area, including the Tomb of Tutankhamim 
and the Temple of Seti (see page 12) (AFP 
photo) 


Egyptian flood victims buried 


(Continued from page 12) 
into flames during Wednes- 
day’s heavy storm. 

The fire swept down the 
river bed, engulfing houses, a 
mosque and a large grain 
factory and leaving a black 
scar running through the 
town before pouring into the 
nearby fields. 

Government officials say 
the houses were built after 
the fuel tanks were installed 
nearly 20 years ago. 

Residents say they were 
there first and accuse the 
government of playing down 
the tragedy because it was at* 
fault for building the fuel 
tanks so dose to them. 

“If one hundred houses are 


destroyed, they will say it is 
10. If 500 people die, they 
will say it is 100. They won’t 
admit anything,” complained 
Mohammad Mahmoud Khar- 
r afallah as he waded through 
the mud-filled foundations of 
his house. 

Two hundred workers 
toiled Saturday with picks to 
clear flood debris from the 
andent tombs in the Valley 
of the Kings, one of Egypt’s 
finest Pharaonic sites and a 
top tourist attraction. 

Stones and sand left by 
storms blocked most of the 
entrance to the tomb of a top 
offirial in the 19th dynasty, 
which was closed to visitors. 


Inside was as granite tomb 
almost completely under wa- 
ter. Mud puddles formed out- 
side where water had been 
pumped out of the tomb and 
a deep hole gouged out by 
the rains marked the bottom 
of a_ stairway. 

“Fortunately the tomb is 
not decorated and the empty 
sarcophagus is made of gra- 
nite,” according to an Egypl- 
tian antiquities official, Sabrj 
Abdul Aziz. « 

“In ancient times, the 
tomb was regularly flooded 
and it was submerged in wa 
ter when it was first diso> 
vered,” he said. 


94 kiUed in Kabul battles 


(Continued from page 12) 
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the other side of the Kabul 
river. 

Smoke from a huge fire in 
the vicinty of Babar Gardens 
was still billowing into the sky 
Saturday, reportedly from 
nearby buildings of the for- 
mer state-owned heavy in- 
dustrial estate called Janga- 

lak. controlled by Gtilbuddin 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-IsIami 
faction. 

Skirmishing between the 
frontline positions of pro- 
Rabbani troops and Wahdat 
continfued Saturday in front 
of the Mohammadia Mosque 
just west of Dehmazang 
Square, where sporadic fire 
from small arms and recoil- 


less rifles were heard. 

Pro-Rabbani troops said 
they were trying to blast a 
small pocket of Wahdat fight- 
ers from the Ghazx High 
School, which is situated in 
front of the blue-domed mos- 
que. 

At Kabul University de- 
fending pro-Rabbani troops 
said there had been no Friday 
offensive against their posi- 
tions although they came 
under heavy weapons bom- 
bardment. 

The university library' con- 
tinues to suffer the ravages of 
bombardment and looting of 
books. 

Two civilians seen stuffing 
volumes of fairy tales and 


commentaries of The Ho 
Koran inside their cloth 
claimed the books were f< 
reading at home. 

“If we want to fuel oi 
winter fires we will take tl 
Russian-language books, 
they said. 

__ In the wake of Friday 
fighting Kabul was most 
calm Saturday. Pro-Rabbai 
gunners harrassed Wahdi 
with intermittent heav 
weapons' fire but the capit; 
was spared of heavy rocke 
ting by Hezb forces. 

The Rabbani governmei 
is expected to respond soc 
to the latest United Natioi 
peace proposal. U.N. envc 
Mehmoud Mestiri outline 
the plan during recent visii 
to Afghanistan , where he nu 
iwith faction leaders. 
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Arabs need to pursue reforms to 
benefit from peace, experts say 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Peace will likely attract in- 
vestment to the Middle Bast 
after decades of capital flight 
but such a flow will remain 
slow without adequate eco- 
nomic reforms in the region, 
;experts said Friday. 

; Some Arab League mem- 
bers have already embarked 
ion reforms to tackle chronic 
economic problems but the 
pace of reform has been slow 
'while other members have 
yet to do so because of inter- 
nal conflicts. 

’■ “It is natural that invest- 
'ments will increase when 
there is peace and stability 
but the increase will be li- 
mited without a proper in- 
vestment climate and a sound 
■economy,” a Gulf-based 
'Arab economist told AFP. 

“Investors, whether Arabs 
-or non-Arabs, naturally look 
for security for their invest- 
ment. But tbey also want to 
make profit. And you can not 
take profits in a country suf- 
fering from a slow economy, 
debt and high inflation while 
investments face the spectre 
of nationalisation at any 
time,” he said. 

Economic problems cou- 
pled with strong government 
intervention, inadequate 
financial policies, red tape 
!and political instability have 
scared away local and foreign 
investors in the past decades 
'in most Arab nations. 

. As a result, the region suf- 


fered from one of the worst 
capital drainages in history, 
with overseas Arab assets 
accumulating to more than 
$650 billion at the end of 
1992. Most are based in the 
United States and other 
Western countries in the 
form of stocks, real estate 
and bank deposits. 

Economic woes in the re- 
gion have persisted although 

the 22-member Arab League 

has received more than $370 
billion in aid and other forms 
of cash flow over the past 25 
years, according to the Arab. 
Monetary Fund (AMF). 

Inflation was as high as 
28.6 per cent in 1992 and 
foreign debt exceeded $155 
billion while most members 
suffered from budget and 
trade deficits. 

But reforms in some mem- 
bers over the past few years 
have produced results 
although they were criticised 
as slow and insufficient by the 
Abu Dhabi-based AMF, 'the 
Arab League's main financial 
organisation. i 

According to official fi-J 
gores, the Arab gross domes-/ 
tic product (GDP) grew by 
5.2 per cent annually in real 
terms between 1990 and 1992 
compared with 1.9 per cent 
between 1986 and 1989. The 
growth occurred despite 
negative growth rates in 
Kuwait, Iraq and other oil 
producers due to the Gulf 


war. 

The budget deficit in non- 
oil Arab countries was cut to 
$6.28 billion in 1992 from $10 
billion in 1987. This was in 
contrast with Gulf oil produc- 
ers, whose deficit increased 
to $34.7 billion- from $29.8 
billion in that same period 
due to large payments for the 
anti-Iraq coalition. 

The figures showed the cut 
in the deficit was mainly due 
to a rise in revenues to $38.7 
billion from $26.6 billion. Ex- 
ports by the non-oil group 
also sureed to $39 billion 
from $25.1 billion. 

Although their trade ba- 
lance continued to suffer 
from a deficit the overall 
balance of payment recorded 
a surplus of $6.44 billion in 
1992 compared with $1.2 bil- 
lion m 1987. This was due to 
the increase in exports and in 
capita] inflow, mainly re mitt-, 
ances and aid. 

“It has become evident 
that economic reforms are 
the only way to achieve 
prosperity in the Arab World 
as it has the suitable environ- 
ment, including cheap labour 
and abundant energy,” a 
Gulf bank manager said. 

“The countries which have 
embarked on such reforms 
should accelerate them and 
the remaining members 
should start reforms. I be- 
lieve reforms should cover all 
sectors, including privatisa- 
tions, stock markets, taxation 


systems, investment regula- 
tions, the infrastructure and 
administrative measures,” he 
added. 

Only 10 Arab states have 
official stock markets but 
most of them have remained 
closed to foreign investors 
and lack diverse financial in- 
struments. 

Around 1,100 banks and 
companies trade their shares 
in the region, with their mar- 
ket capitalisation standing at 
nearly $50 billion, a fraction 
of the total world capitalisa- 
tion of more than $9 trillion. 

The AMF, which is helping 
ARabs in their reform prog- 
rammes, has embarked on a 
project to link their stock 
markets to attract capital. 
But it believes member states 
must first develop their mar- 
kets. 

“Despite economic 
achievements made in some 
Arab countries due to the 
reform programmes and 
efforts being exerted in 
others, bur stock markets still 
need a comprehensive 
structural development,” it 
said in a recent study. 

“There is a need to redress 
financial policies and develop 
stock markets in the Arab 
World in order to create a 
framework capable of attract- 
ing national and foreign in- 
vestment and stimulating the 
private sector," the AMF 
stressed. 


Chirac seen more interventionist 
and protectionist than Balladur 


. PARIS (R) — Gaullist leader 
Jacques Chirac, who 
^announced his candidacy for 
.the French presidency Fri- 
day, is regarded as more in- 
terventionist and protection- 
ist than Prime Minister 
.Edouard Balladur, his main 
rival on the right. 

Political analysts say Mr. 
-.Chirac has no deeply-held 
’ economic philosophy having 
' been both a privatising liberal 
prime minister in the mid- 
1980s and a promoter of 
state-driven high technology 
industries during an earlier 
stint as premier in the mid- 
1970s. 

However, recent state- 

* jments show he is sceptical of 
’ European monetary union, 

advocates greater state aid 
and protection for agricul- 
ture, and believes the govem- 
-,ment should give the fight for 
jobs absolute priority. 

. Speaking at a conference in 
-.Paris on Oct. 22, he said of 
■ the Maastricht treaty on 
European political, economic 
.and monetary union: “On the 

• .essential aspect of a single 
currency, it appears certain 
•that it is inapplicable.” 

Noting that Britain and 
Germany had promised to 
-give their parliaments the fin- 
al say, Mr. Chirac said 


France should hold a referen- 
dum before agreeing to enter' 
the final stage of a single 
currency. 

A former agriculture 
minister and supporter of 
France's farm lobby, he made 
hostility to the (3ATT world 
trade talks a major issue in 
1993 parliamentary elections. 
But he eventually backed the 
deal negotiated by Mr. Baha- 
dur after France won im- 
proved terms for its cereals 
exports. 

In a manifesto-style book 
last June setting out his policy 
for “a new France,” Mr. 
Chirac wrote: “Fighting un- 
employment is not just one 
priority among others; It is 
the absolute priority to which 
everything must be subordin- 
ated.” 

“Promoting employment is 
at least as important as de- 
fending the currency, master- 
ing inflation, reducing public 
deficits or the balance of ex- 
ternal accounts,” he said. 

Mb'. Chirac said France had 
for too long considered em- 
ployment as the result of its 
economic policy instead of 
the aim. 

He proposed several mea- 
sures to accelerate the econo- 
mic recovery and create jobs. 


including major public works 
projects, tax cuts and a re- 
duction in social security 
payroll levies. 

Without mentioning Mr. 
Bahadur's policy of keeping 
the currency steady against 
the mark, he said: “The 
solidity of our currency 
makes it possible today to 
anticipate the necessary re- 
duction in interest rates.” 

“Let us not forget that the 
franc’s value rests above all 
on the power and thus the 
growth of our economy,” he 
added. 

Since Mr. Balladur gave 
the Bank of France its inde- 
pendence on monetary policy 
in January, the central bank 
is intended to be free of 
pressure from politicians over 
interest races. 

Mr. Chirac gave only 
vague indications of how he 
would finance his proposals, 
saying experts should study a 
general levy on all income, 
higher value added tax or a 
tax on pollution. 

Mr. Chirac’s aides say that 
while his rhetoric tends to be 
nationalistic, in the tradition 
of his mentor, general 
Charles de Gaulle, he has in 
practice promoted European 
integration. 


Oman seeks 
$2. 6b in 

investment 

DUBAI (R) — Oman is 
seeking $2.6 billion of local 
and foreign investments to 
finance industrial, agriculture 
and infrastructure projects, 
the official Oman News 
Agency (ONA) Friday 

S looted Mahmoud Bin Ali AJ 
arwani, executive president 
of the Muscat stock ex- 
change, as saying. 

It said be told a news con- 
ference Oman needed more 
than one billion riyals- ($2.6 
billion) to finance the pro- 
jects. 

^ ONA did not' say bow 
Oman planned to raise the 
funds it sought. Mr. J arwani 
said projects needing finance 
included an $8 billion LNG 
project, a $6 billion gas pipe- 
line to India and an S3 million 
riyal power project in the AJ 
Man ah area. 

Oman has two major gas 
projects, an advanced LNG 
scheme estimated to cost be- 
tween $6 billion and $9 bil- 
lion, .limed mainly at the 
Asian market, and a deep- 
water pipeline to India that is 
estimated to cost more than 
$5 billion. 

Mr. Jarwani said Oman 
“offers preferential incen- 
tives to attract local and fore- 
ign investors.” 


Peanuts 


MARGE. WRE THE 
M05T N0NATHLETIC 
PERSON IN THE WORLD 

UMY WOULD 
YOUR DAD 
BUY YOU A 
FOOTBALL? 

HE SAID, ''BECAUSE 
YOU CAN'T PUNT 
A Violin.'" 

HA HA HA 

HA MAMA! 
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I THINK 


YOUR PAD 15 
MORE WEIRD 
THAN YOU ARE 



Andy Capp 
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O- 1 * •* itfumraiifl* *l|mtvioiut turn 
Malawi tfimrui ■■«( 





PLUS TEN 
DAYS TO 
GET BACK 
HOME.' 



i[§HADDAP, 


Alutt*n , Jeff 





Y eltsin 
names 

liberal 

Chubais as 
first deputy 
premier 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin Saturday 
appointed Anatoly Chubais, 
an outspoken reformist who 
has spearheaded Russia’s 
bold privatisation program- 
me, as a first deputy prime 
minister. 

A presidential spokesman 
said that Mr. Chubais, 39, 
who previously was a deputy 
prime minister and the head 
of State Property Committee, 
had been released from both 
these jobs. 

It was not dear what re- 
sponsibilities Mr. Chubais 
would have in his new posi- 
tion. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin already has 
one first deputy. Oleg Sos- 
kovets, who is in overall con- 
trol of economy but mainly 
concentrates on developing 
national industries. 

Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman 
said that Mr. Soskovets 
would remain in his current 
position. 

Mr. Chubais is the last 
survivor from the “reformist 
team” of Yegor Gaidar, 
which Mr. Yeltsin had 
brought to power in late 1991 
to launch an economic re- 
form intended to create a 
Western-style market eco- 
nomy in post-Soviet Russia. 

In that team Mr. Chubais 
was responsible for privatisa- 
tion — the biggest-ever state 
property sell-off in which mil- 
lions of Russians were given a 
chance to become sharehol- 
ders. 

The appointment of Mr. 
Chubais, whose agency has 
become a symbol of Russia's 
struggle towards capitalism, 
is sure to enrage Mr. Yelt- 
sin's conservative opponents. 

Mr. Yeltsin's decision 
bringing a key liberal to the 
second highest position in the 
government dearly indicated 
the president's desire to 
stress his commitment to re- 


form and encourage Russian 
liberals alarmed by 


recent 


cabinet changes. 


Pressure mounts 

on Japan to cut 

official red tape 


TOKYO (R) — From banks 
to retailers, Japanese com- 
panies are joining a growing 
clamour for deregulation of 
the country's economy — for 
once putting many domestic 
and foreign businessmen in 
the same comer. 

-On Friday, banking 
sources said leading Japanese 
commercial banks had given 
the finance ministry a lengthy 
list of demands for dere^ila- 
tion to improve prospects for 
profits. 

Meanwhile, some domestic 
interests are urging the gov- 
ernment to speed up the 
timetable for a mid-term de- 
regulation plan to be un- 
veiled next March. Isamu 
Miyazaki, Daiwa Research 
Institute chairman told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Miyazaki was a key 
member of a panel advising 
then-prime minister Morihiro 
- Hosokawa on deregulation 
last year. 

The government aims to 
introduce a broad range of 
deregulatory measures over a 
five-year period, but propo- 
nents of faster change want 
them in three years. 

Deregulation has been a 
buzzword in both economic 
and political circles here since 
Mr. Hosokawa’s reformist 
coalition ended nearly four 
decades of rule by the con- 
servative. .Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) in August 1993. 

However, real progress 
during Mr. Hosokawa admi- 
nistration was limited. And 
with the LDP now back in 
power along with its former 
arch-rival, the Socialists, 
doubts persist over how far 
and how fast deregulation 
will proceed. 

“I don't think that (Prime 
Minister Tomiichi) 
Murayama's cabinet is uneo- 
thusiastic about deregula- 
tion,” said Mr. Miyazaki, 
who has been tipped by 
media to head a private poli- 
cy group advising Mr. 
Murayama to be set up later 
this year. 

“But the issues are getting 
more concrete andi they 
directly concern the interests 
of both specific industries and 
ministries, so' (making prog- 
ress) would be a problem for 


IMF praises Lithuania 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has approved a $201 
million loan for Lithuania to 
help the Baltic country furth- 
er reform its economy and 
bring down inflation. 

“Lithuania has made im- 
pressive progress in building 
a modern market economy in 
a difficult market environ- 
ment,” the IMF said in a 
news release announcing the 
loan. 

The money will be made 
available over the next three 
years under the IMF’s ex- 
tended fund facility. 


Lithuania is aiming to cut 
inflation to 20 per cent in 
1995 from an estimated 71 
per cent this year by keeping 
a tight grip on the govern- 
ment budget and pegging the 
value of its currency at four 
litai per dollar, the IMF said. 

Economic growth is pro- 
jected to increase to 6-34 per 
cent next year from an esti- 
mated 1-16 per cent in 1994, it 
added. 

“The authorities’objectives 
are ambitious, and their 
programme is a strong one, 
with a high probability of 
success,” the IMF said. 


THE BETTER HALF 
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By Glasbergen 
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‘If l nibble your ear with lemon and 
melted butter, it tastes just like a 
lobster dinner.. .but a lot cheaper!” 
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Unscramble these Four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to term 
tour ordinary words. 


WORD GAME 
MHn AfgHon 
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REEMY 
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RABDN 
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GLERCY 
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NA1FEL 
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SOMETHING HE GOT 
WHEN HE JOINED 
THE KNITTING CU5£. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form tha surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: THE f T ^ 




y y y 


yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: DELVE BORAX EMBRYO SLEEPY 

Answer What the weigtitttfmr found at his favorite 
hangout — BAR BELLES 


any administration,” he said. 

Hardly a day goes by with- 
out fresh calls from foreign 
businessmen, governments or 
Japanese business for 
bureaucrats and politicians to 
cut through the red tape cri- 
tics say stifles the chance for 
profits and growth. 

Earlier this week, for ex- 
ample, a group of 63 
Japanese firms from a variety 
of industries called on the 
government to relax regula- 
tions on corporate rand- 
raising. 

“An increasing number of 
Japanese believe Japan itself 
will benefit from deregula- 
tion"! said an expert on busi- 
ness between the United 
States and Japan. 

The Powerful business lobby 
Keidanren (Japan Federation 
of Economic Organisations) 
is urging the government to 
listen more carefully to pri- 
vate sector demands for ras- 
ter deregulation. 

Business sources said, 
however, that the group has 
felt compelled to tread lightly 
in the financial sector. 

“So far, Keidanren has 
shied away from urging finan- 
cial deregulation because 
member companies -in the 
fieldfare worried about the 
finance ministry’s reaction,” 
one business 'source said. 
“But that is going to 
changer-’--- 

Pressure on finance man- 
darins to loosen their grip is 
expected to grow amid fears 
that Tokyo is losing status as 
a world financial centre in a 
“hollowing out” process, 
whereby lucrative business 
shifts to less controlled mar- 
kets overseas. 


Rich states 

■ 

to hammer 
out new 

debt terms 
for poor 

PARIS (R) —The Paris Qub 
of wealthy government credi- 
tors will meet in the French, 
capital this month to figure' 
out just how generous they 
will be in writing off debts foT 
the world’s poorest countries, 
club sources said Friday. 

One source said some 
would press for certain na- 
tions to have up to 80 per 
cent of their official debts 
cancelled — even more than 
the two-thirds write-off the 
Group of Seven (G-7) major 
industrial nations agreed at 
their Naples summit in July. 

However, while there is 
broad agreement among the 
dub's 18 permanent mem- 
bers of offering more than 
the present 50 per cent debt 
write-offs to die poor, there 
is a lot of hard diplomatic 
bargaining to do on which 
countries may be eligible for 
the most generous terms, be 
added. 

There is also a good deal of 
technical work to be done. 

The G-7 endorsed a long- 
standing Fran co-British prop- 
osal to extend debt reduc- 
tions for the poorest coun- 
tries to two thirds of what was 
due from the one .half cur- 
rently on offer. 

But some club members 
are pushing for an agreement 
that at least some countries, 
if not all those currently eligi- 
ble for the club’s most gener- 
ous deals — known as Trini- 
dad terms — get even more 
than that in an effort to try to 
break the cycle of debt and 
poverty in the Thud World. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good Moon trine Neptune and 
Uranus day for you to coordinate 
your efforts with other persons in 
projects that are vital to. your 
success and -happiness. Improve 
the value of your property. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It 
would be wise to permit a good 
friend to help you solve a person- 
al problem. Don't spend mote 
money now than you can afford 
on any items. 

m 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Study your position in life and 
know if any changes would be 
wise to make. Any public duties 
should be handled cleverly by 
you today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Go after personal goals in a 
positive fashion and you gain 
them easily now. Sidestep one 
who wants to slow up your prog- 
ress to your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) 

Confer with an expert who can 
help you gain a personal aim. 
Relax at home untight with your 
.mate and you will keep out of 
trouble. 

LEO: (July. 22 to August 21) 
Listening hind following ideas of 
associates brings good results 
now. Take the right steps to 
improve your health and you will 
feel great for a long while. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Know what your greatest 


aims are and go after them in a 
positive manner. Don?t waste 
time on trivial matters when 
' there are more important ones. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have fine ideas that 
should be put in operation with- 
out delay. -Come to- a better 
understanding with a dose tie 
^nd you will be very happy. 

„ SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) The mood at 
home could be changing rapidly, 
so be sure that you at least are 
steadfast. Be careful of strangers 
so you won't be in danger. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A better under- 
standing about regular routines 
with associates can be reached 
now. Steer dear of trouble situa- 
tions today and tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December *22 to 
January 20) Put more zip into 
your regular activities, and 
accomplish more. Don't take 
your mate so much for granted 

airi you wil] have nruch love and 
. affection. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Go after your aims 
in a more sure and up-to-date 
way and gain them. Planning 
new activities for the future is 
wise and valuable for you now. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
2m Study new systems that wwtil 
help you advance in your line of 
endeavour. Take no chances 
with your reputation or you may 
damage it beyond repair. 


Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword by Ronald 


ACROSS 
1 Offend the ear 
5 Ripped 
9 River duck 

13 Johnson of 
"Laugh-Jn” 

14 Fon (bold 

repository) 

15 fissile rock 

16 Prospector 
id Uncanny 

19 " Gef Your 

Gun" 

20 Luggage 

22 Yoko 

24 5tekel's partner 

25 Escape artist 

29 Battologize 

33 Caravansary 

34 Jmpressontst 
painter 

36 Track official 

37 Conceal 
39 Memento 

41 Actor James 

42 Join 

44 Stringed 
Instrument - 
46 Monogram of a 
poet 

47-WiiaraTer 
composer 
49 Chftdren's 
nurses 

si Sleigh Her 
63 "Hamer VaDey 

54 Movie's second 
time around 
58 CtAuraJ 
character 

62 ^.-gaide 

63 'Jack and the 

m 

65 Songbird 

66 Emil radetion. 

In a wey 

67 Lamb 

66 "* Three 

Lives' 

69 Cigar and 

70 Ong<n 

DOWN 

1 Tabula 

2 Etas' middle 
name 



3 Stupefy 

4 Sentence ender 

5 Boxing result 

6 Obligation 
- 7 Scoundrel 

Q fair 
9 Affectedly 
dramatic 

10 Rabbit (TV 

amenna) 

11 *1 cannot tell 

■ 

12 Dregs 
15 Coven 

17 Jeans materiel 
21 Asian holiday 
23 about 

25 Bee collector 

^5 -frump 

f bodge bid) 

27 Modules 

26 Destined 

30 Nome In vnfins 

31 Rftj 

32 Sea eagles 

35 Yalta 

36 Dtfnifttahed 


*0 Applaud 
43 Theater district 
45 Pbker stakes 
4B Comp, cflr 
50 Talk idly 

52 Take _ (sit 

down) 

54 Sriamt Shankar 
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Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — If you have 
noticed that the tasty falafel 
balls at the popular res- 
taurant next door have be- 
come smaller and that you 
are getting less pieces for the 
same money and if you won- 
der why that is, you should 
have had a look at Jordan's 
tabloids during the past 
weeks: 

One popular weekly, for 
example, depicted hommous 
dealers and importers as 
voracious sharks, swallowing 
innocent Jordanian citizens 
fighting for their humble 
dash, which, like everything 
else in the country, has once 
again become more expen- 
sive. 

“We are seven at borne,” 
says Urn Hani, a housewife 
from Zarqa, “we eat falafel 
and hommous every day. 
Sometimes I make my own 
hommous at home, which is 
cheaper. But it is a lot of 
work and even the gram has 
become a lot more expen- 
sive." 

The price of falafel in- 
creased by 25 per cent in mid 
October. The popular hom- 


mous platd, the so-called 
“meat of the poor," officially 
still costs 225 fils, but the 
Ministry of Supply, responsi- 
ble for the pricing of the 
nutritious dish, is expected to 
readjust prices soon. 

Many restaurants have 
already raised prices to 250- 
270 fils per plate. Other res- 
taurants cannot but continue 
selling the hommous plate at 
a fixed 225 fils, although the 
market price of hommous 
grain has almost doubled 
since July this year. They 
somehow cope with the dis- 
proportion between produc- 
tion cost and official pricing 
— naturally at the expense of 
the consumer. 

“A tonne of first class 
hommous used to cost us 
around JD 400 until this sum- 
mer," a hommous importer 
in the downtown area of Suk 
A1 Sukkar explains. “Then, 
in August, prices started 
going up, readiing JD 700- 
800 per tonne m October." 

Most hommous importers 
attribute the price hike to this 
year’s poor hommous crop in 
Turkey. Because of its abun- 
dant water resources — horn- 


S/T\V 


mous needs a wet environ- 
ment to grow — Turkey 
dominates the regional hom- 
mous market. 

An official source, who re- 
quested anonymity, said that 
in addition to this year's poor 
crop, several deliveries of 
hommous coming from Tur- 
key were rejected by the 
Jordanian authorities at 
Aqaba and sent back because 
pesticides had been detected, 
thus causing a further shor- 
tage and price increases on 
the Jordanian market. 

According to the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Jordan in 
1993 imported 14.657 tonnes 
of hommous, 95 per cent of 
which were from Turkey. 

The remaining five per 
cent were brought from Syria 
and Britain. 

Some businessmen suspect 
that the market-dominating 
Turkish dealers may have 
tuned the prices. 

“1 do not think so," con- 
tends a big hommous impor- 
ter in Suk A1 Sukkar, “the 
crops have indeed been bad 
and you should also take into 
account that there is war in 
the Kurdish areas of Turkey. 
We usdd to buy a lot from 
Diyarbakir, which is in the 
centre of Turkish Kurdis- 


tan.” 

Jordan produces only the 
so-called “hommous baladi," 
a grain of relatively low quali- 
ty not suitable for the popular 
hommous puree. In 1993. 
2,838 tonnes of “hommous 
baladi" were harvested in 
Jordan, of which 54 tons were 
exported, mainly to the Gulf 
States and Saudi Arabia. 

90 per cent of the hom- 
mous imported to Jordan is 
used for hommous and 
falafel. Restaurant owners 
throughout town complain 
that although the prices of all 
raw materials have gone up 
significantly, they have not 
been allowed to increase 
their prices for more than five 
years. 

As a result of the recent 
price hike, some falafel bak- 
ers have started to use beans 
as a basic ingredient, instead 
of hommous. This, as one 
grains dealer claims, has led 
to a 20 per cent increase of 
the market prices for beans. 

Other restaurants reduced 
the quantity or quality of 
their product. “We stopped 
selling hommous when the 
price of the grain went up," 
says a restaurant owner dose 
to Abdali bus station. 

The owner of a very popu- 


lar restaurant in Jebel 
Luweibdeh complains that 
“the government does not 
understand. This is not a 
business anymore, but rather 
a social service we give to the 
people." But he admits that 
another price increase will be 
hard for his customers, who 
are mainly goverment em- 
ployees and workers. 

“With a salary no more 
than JD 100 a month, and 
sometimes even less, they are 
going to feel it. But now, 
mere is hardly any profit in 
this business," he pointed 
out. 

Though businessmen are 
very likely to claim they do 
not make any profits, prices 
have indeed gone up: Plastic 
boxes used to take away the 
nutritious dish increased by 
50 per cent, olive oil and 
tahina have doubled and tri- 
pled, says the owner of a 
popular 24-hour 
restaurant downtown, one of 
the busiest hommous places 
in Amman. 

“We are making money by 
selling tea, the hommous is 
hardly profitable at these 
prices," he explains. “I wish 
the prices were determined 
by the market and not by the 
government. But as long as 


there are free prices, the 
price per plate erf hommous 
should be raised to at least 
300 fils (now: 225 fils), to 
cover the production costs," 
he adds. 

The Restaurant Owner's 
Association (Niqabat Ashab 
A1 Mataim). which repre- 
sents 1,400 classified popular 
restaurants in Amman, 
equally calls for free market 
prices of hommous and 
falafel. “But 250 to 260 fils 
per plate would be enough to 
cover die production cost and 
ensure a reasonable profit 
margin," says Mr. Yassin 
Akleash, director of the asso- 
ciation. “Since the grain 
accounts for only 10-12 per 
cent of the total production 
costs, a 10-15 per cent in- 
crease of prices would be 
sufficient," he says. 

According to Mr. Akkash, 
the association has submitted 
a proposal to the Ministry of 
Supply, “the results of which 
we expect to see aay day now. 
The Ministry of Supply so far 
has not declared whether, 
when and how much tfye 
prices for hommous are going 
to increase officially. In spite 
of numerous attempts, the 
ministry refused to give any 
information. 
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Abu Dhabi aims to quadruple industrial output 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Abu 
Dhabi, the main oil producer 
in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), has launched a drive 
to quadruple its industrial 
output in the next 14 years as 
part of attempts to diversify 
its economy. 

The emirate has approved 
the establishment of three 
major industrial zones and 
earmarked an initial sum of 
100 million dirhams ($27,2 
million) in soft loans to 
potential investors, the UAE 
press reported Satauxday. 

The projects followed a 
study by the government-run 
Emirates Industry Corpora- 
tion (EIC) on long-term 
plans to diversify the eco- 
nomy following a sharp de- 
cline in oil prices over the 
past decade. 

“It is expected that such 
projects will push the gross 
domestic poduct (GDP) in 


the industrial sector from 
5.58 billion dirhams ($1.52 
billion) to 11.1 billion 
dirhams ($3.02 billion) in 
1998, to 16.3 billion dirhams 
($4,454 billion) in 2003 and 
20.9 billion dirhams ($5.69 
billion) in 2008," said the 
study published in local news- 
papers. 

Officials said the new 
zones would be set up in sites 
dose to ports and population 
centres and industrial pro- 
jects would include light and 
medium products as well as 
petrochemicals, which are 
still absent in the UAE de- 
spite its enormous crude oil 
and gas reserves. 

Abu Dhabi already has 
small industries including 
chemicals, clothes and tex- 
tiles, foodstuffs, paper, home 
appliances, cement and other 
building materials. In neigh- 
bouring Dubai, more than $1 


billion have been invested in 
the Jebel Ali free zone in 
manufacturing, services and 
marketing. 

The industrial sea or has 
been the main target of the 
UAE and other Gulf oil pro- 
ducers seeking to lessen re- 
liance on crude exports, 
which stiD account for more 
than SO per cent of their total 
exports. This is because their 
agricultural and tourism sec- 
tors are limited 

“It is just the stan," an 
EIC official told AFP. “We 
have chalked out a far- 
reaching industrialisation 
plan which we are certain will 
succeed given our modern 
infrastructure, cheap energy 
and large financing capabili- 
ties ” 

The UAE, a key OPEC 
member, sits atop 98 billion 
barrels of erode, nearly 10 
per cent of the world’s total 
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FOR RENT 

Apartment building in Um 
Utheina 

(whole or individual apart- 
ments), consisting ot four 
floors, two apartments on 
each floor - 170 square 
metres each 

Each apartment has three 
bedrooms two baths, par- 
lor, and silting room. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Rea! Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


j I JAMAL TRADING B 
1 REAL ESTATE CO. 
■ FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
6uyinq & Selling 
Land & Property 

Teh 

688816-681113 
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SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY. 
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Cafe* 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open rightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 
Monday: ijDrtnks AB t'flght Long 


Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
CrHamburoeSfee 
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7 DAYS 1 


A Menu of PeSdous Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmelsari 


Sect-TcL 680670 
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WAUD JARRAR CO. 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 
Fax 781681 

L Service 778299 ^ 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sfw 30 % imrpmr 

• From mnimrpo- 
MHtt 20 x 30 cm 


SZEEHWAN 6AR0EN5 
EH1NESE RESTAURANT 


"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! C 
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FOR PARTIES a 
SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 
Open Daily 
Disco Thursdays 
Burgers * Pizzas Daily 




Shmeisani - Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823S91 


/ CHEN'S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 22:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

S. Air Conditioned Hall > 
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Deluxe \1Das 
& Apartments 
in Amman 
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\ offordoblc prices 

V.V. Cool ! ] 
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Time Out Bar ! ! 
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363944 


I 


The first & best 
Chinese Restsurert 
In Jordan 

istCircie jaba? Airman. nea f 
Ahiiyyah Gte School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Mjdnigfir 

T*L 63S969 
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uality Furnished Fla^ 



One and two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 


OmniLink 
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I IAMZI-II GROUP 


4 


Uf V z 

o 

T4;682505, 891146 /Erf 116 

Fix: 699060 , WasfiAFTdSl 

Abu Harti comrwcial emter 

S^condfloor 


And raa=y Other 


® Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks ^ 

©Open Noons 
& Evenings 




PjO. Box 990121 -asbk IllSJoritt. 
Td 677940 rttGS2^®197. 


Kubpi Stores 

Suwaifiah Tel. 827105. 


oil reserves, besides arouqd 

5.7 trillion cubic metres (190 
trillion cubic feet) of natural 
gas. 

The government set up qn 
industrial bank in the mia- 
19805 to extend loans and 
technical assistance for 
manufacturing projects as the 
lending activity of the com- 
mercial banks has been con- 
centrated on trade and con- 
struction. 

The UAE’s non-oil indust- 
rial sector has steadily grov/n 
over the past few years, with 
its GDP rising from around 

9.7 billion dirh ams ($2.64 bil- 
lion) in 1990 to 9.9 billion 
dirhams ($2.69 billion) in 
1992 and 10.89 billion 
dirhams ($2.96 billion) in 
1993. 

The 1993 figure accounted 
for around eight per cent of 
the total GDP of 131.6 billion 
dirhams (S35.8 billion). , 

McDonnell' 
to sell 40 
jets to China 
for $1.6b 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
McDonnell Douglas Corp 
has signed a $1.6 bilHon deal 
to supply China with 40 com- 
mercial jetliners, half of 
which will be built in Chinese 
factories. 

The order, finalised Fri- 
day, covers both MD-80s and 
MD-90s, which will be deli- 
vered to China over the next 
four years. 

Long under negotiation, 
the announcement modifies 
an earlier deal and is perfect- 
ly timed to coincide with next 
week's elections, when jobs 
and the health of the eco- 
nomy are a high priority 
among disgruntled voters. 

California is a tough race 
for the Democrats, and much 
of the new order will be filled 
by west coast workers. 

“We all know that there is 
a simple equation: American 
exports equal American 
jobs,” said Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown, who 
presided over the signing 
ceremony. 

Mr. Brown has been in- 
strumental in the plane 
order, lobbying hard for new 
business both here and dur- 
ing a mission to China this 
summer that resulted in bil- 
lions of dollars in business. 

He cited the deal as an 
example of “the Clinton 
administration’s policy of 
commercial engagement with 
China.” 

McDonnell Chairman John 
McDonnell, who signed the 
agreement, said the new 
order should secure about 
4,600 high-skill, high-wage 
jobs across the United States. 

He also tipped his hat to 
Mr. Brown’s lobbying drive, 
saying the commerce chief 
“has expanded and changed 
the meaning of what U.S. 
government can do to sup- 
port U.S. industry." ■ 

Even as other U.S.-Shio 
trade spats come to a head, 
Chinese Vice-Premier ;Li 
Lanqing said the commercial 
accord would enhance ties 
between the two sides. 1 

“Secretary Brown and I 
have reached consensus t&at 
we should join in efforts! to 
strengthen our cooperation," 
Mr. Li said through a trans- 
lator. 

The original deal called for 
the manufacture in Shanghai 
of 20 intermediate range 
MD-80 twinjets and 20 MD- 
90 aircraft, McDonnell's 
latest jetliner. 
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Championship 


Jazireh, Jalil aim 


Homentmen clash with A1 Watani 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least two 
of the three matches lined 
up for Sunday in the first 
division basketball cham- 
pionship are very crucial 
for the teams and eagerly 
awaited by their fans. 

AI Jazireh clash with Ai 
Jalil in Irbid as both teams 
eye the third or second 
placed standing this season, 
while in Amman AI Watani 
meet all-time rivals Ho- 
mentmen at the Sports 
Palace. 

In the third match, AI 
Hussein take on titlehol- 
ders AI Ahli. 

Homentmen's match 
against AI Watani is crucial 
to both teams. 

AI Watani are better pre- 
pared than theh opponents 
and aim to advance last 
.year’s fifth place standing. 
Winning is also very impor- 
tant as two teams will be 
relegated this season and 
AI Watani need to defeat 
Ai Hussein and Homent- 
men in order to maintain 
their place in the first divi- 
sion. 

Homentmen are in an 
unenviable form. They en- 
ter the competition with 
the least preparedness after 
starting training late and 
not having effective substi- 
tutes. 

- AI Jazireh's match 
against AI Jalil will demon- 
strate both team’s capabili- 



A1 Watani’s team 

■ 

ties and ambitions. 

AI Jalil's coach has 
asserted that his team will 
be playing for an advanced 
standing this year and 
would not settle for fourth 
place again. 

AI Jazireh too are ready 
to advance their third place 
standing especially that last 
year's runner up AI Ortho- 
dox will be represented by. 
their younger lineup of 
'players following the retire- 
ment of older players, 
especially Murad Barakat 
who will be coaching. 

Ai Jazireh scored a 91-68 
win over Ai Watani on the 
first day of the competition 
Thursday. 


Although scoring re- 
mained close at the begin- 
ning, AI Jazireh took 
charge with a tight man-to- 
rn an defence that enabled 
Ghaith Ennabi, Naser 
Alawneh and Husain Lutfi 
to score and win the first 
half 46-29. 

AI Watani caught up and 
reduced the cap at the start 
of the second half, but En- 
nabfs accurate three poin- 
ters, together with Alaw- 
neb and Saqr Khirfan 
maintained their team’s 
lead, scoring a convincing 
23 point win. 

In another match, title- 
holders A] Ahli sailed 
through their match against 


newcomers Homentmen 
scoring a big 13S-26 win. 

AI Ahli gave all bench 
players a chance espbrially 
after Naser Bnshnaq and 
Sami Sa’duldin had four 
personal fouls. 

Sevan Saridssaan was Ho- 
rn entmen’s best player. 
However they were no 
match for the champions 
who won the first half 69- 
13. 

AI Orthodoxj-Hussein 
match did not take place 
and the Jordan Basketball 
Federation decided to post- 
pone it after AI Orthodox! 
were unable to get to Irbid 
in time after floods closed 
the road. 


Schumacher 

% 

m 

on pole 

SUZUKA (AFP') — Michael 
Schumacher clung to his 
.overnight pole position 
-'Saturday, setting up a duel 
-for the first bend against title 
"rival Damon Hill at the 
Japanese Grand Prix. 
'■‘Rain prevented any 
attempt at improving qual- 
ifying times from Friday’s 
■first session, leaving Schu- 
_ macher, in the Benetton 
; Ford, alongside Hill on the 
! front row. 

“If I can make it to the first 
; comer first then I should be 

■ in good shape," said the Wil- 
! Hams Renault number one, 

; who is five points behind 
; Schumacher in the drivers 
' standings before this penulti- 
‘ mate race of the season. 

_ “It is a very difficult circuit 
and being in front is crucial 
.whether it is wet, as pre- 
\ dieted, or dry," Hill said. 

| Schumacher, 25, who 

■ could be crowned the first 
1 German world champion on 
1 Sunday, managed to post the 
; third fastest time in the wet 

■ second session on the twisty. 

; figure-eight track. 

\ “1 didn't have any particu- 

■ lar problem in the wet. We 
! bad a slight problem with the 

* rear end in the morning but 
; we solved it," he said. 

"I feel pretty confident for 
' tomorrow because I know the 

* car and I know the circuit,," 

; said the German. He has won 
1 eight races so far in the 16-leg 
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Britain’s Formula One driver Nigel Mansell (left) gestures 
while talking with his mechanic before the start of the first 
day’s free practice session for the Japanese GP (AFP photo) 


season, against Hill’s five, 
and the Benetton is better 
balanced than the Williams 
equipped with the powerful 
Renault engine. 

If Schumacher wins. Hill 
must come second to keep 
the title contest alive going 
into next week's Australian 
Grand Prix on the street cir- 
cuit of Adelaide. 

“I have more work to do 
than Michael,” admitted the 
34-year-old Briton. “I have 
to beat him tomorrow. There 


is enormous pressure. But it 
will cramp your style if you 
think about it too much.” 

Hill's teammate and 1992 
world champion. Nigel Man- 
sell, was the day’s revelation 
as he upstaged Formula One 
regulars in free practice be- 
fore rain doused the 5.86- 
kilometre track. 

The gritty 41-year-old has 
returned to Formula One 
under a deal to drive for 
Williams in the season's three 
final races . 


IAAF 

uphold 

Ngugi’s 

drugs ban 

MONACO (AFP) — Athle- 
tics' ruling body upheld a 
four-year ban on five-times 
..world cross country cham- 
pion John Ngugj Saturday, 
■after the Kenyan had failed 
to submit to a dope test. 

The three-man arbitration 
panel of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
readied its verdict here after 
Ngugi had refused the out-of- 
competition test February 13, 
1993. 

■ 

The refusal constitutes a 
doping offence under the 
IAAFs rules, the federation 
said in a statement here. 

Ngugi had been asked to 
proride a urine sample by 
doping control officer John 
Wbetton at the athlete’s Rift 
Valley home. 

The panel said: "The 
athlete conceded his refusal 
to submit to testing, even 
after the consequences of his 
refusal were explained to 
him.” 

Ngugi, the 1988 Olympic 
5,QOOm champion, appealed 
the ban and the IAAF- 
Council sent the case to 
arbitration. 
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New Chinese Restaurant Vr.-/ 
will open on 12th Nov. .soo 
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FOR YOUR GARDEN CALL US: 

We are specialised in computerised 
irrigation systems for gardens. 

(Turf “pop-up” and drip irrigation) 
design, installation and maintenance, 
by professional engineers in addition 
to our work in landscape, and garden 
care. 

Tel. 693929 


WANTED: 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS 

An International Commercial Banking Organization is 
seeking to employ young Jordanians in Jordan (with 
possible relocation in one to three years), for positions 
as JUNIOR EXECUTIVE STAFF. 

The applicant should have: 

- A university degree (Business , Economics, & 

- Accounting courses preferable but not necessary). 

*- Graduation date between 1989 to 1994. 

- A strong academic performance is a must. 

, - Fluency in English, with good writing ability. 

Applications along with a current Curriculum 
Vitae. & a passport size photo should be mailed by 
November 15th, 1994. to the following address: 

Carver Opportunity 
P.a Box 5055 
Amman 11 183, Jordan 



Samaranch says drug use declining 


LISBON (R) — International Olympic Committee Presi- 
dent Juan Antonio Samaranch said Friday that doping by 
athletes was detaining in competitions but added interna- 


tional federations should keep a dose eye on training. 

*‘We think it (drug use) is really declining. We have very 
tittle problems during the main competitions like the 
Olympic Games,” he said at the 25th anniversary meeting 
of the Association of European National Olympic Commit- 


"But the problem we have now is to control doping 
during the training times,” he told a news conference. 

"That is the responsibility of the international federa- 
tions. There are some federations doing important work in 
tins area like die international athletics federation. 

"But we the International Olympic Committee and also 
the national Olympic committees, we must support the 
international federations in this fight. 

"I think today that doping is less important than it was 
some years ago, bat we still have some problems. We have 
a very active medical commission.” 

Samaranch said the Olympic movement was the first to 
crack down on drag use in sports and recalled that the IOC 
had suspended “the most popular athlete” at the 1988 
Seoul Games. Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson. 

Samaranch was asked if he was suspicious about the 
emergence of world-class Chinese athletes in international 
competitions and whether he suspected that some might 
use drags. 

"We consider a person innocent until proven guilty," be 
replied. “There are more than a billion people in China, 
with a centralised government that has decided to back 
sport, so it is not strange that China can produce athletes of 


such a high international level. , , . 

“China has carried out anti-doping control and tests have 

been negative," the IOC president added. 

Last month Samaranch defended Chinas top athletes, 
saying they did not take drugs and sport in China was ’very 

dean’* 

Samaranch said he expected record revenue from teleri- 
sion rights and commercial sponsorship at the 1996 Atlanta 
Summer Olympics, 35 per cent higher than at the 1992 

Games in Barcelona. ...... 

“I think Atlanta will be a record, a record for television 

rights, and a record for commercial (sponsorship),” be 

said. , 

Atlanta's Olympic organisers said last month they must 

still find at least $100 million io meet their budget of $1.6 

billion. . 

famaranrh said he opposed awarding cash to competi- 


tors. 


"We are not thinking in terms of money prizes. We feel 
that taking part in the Olympic Gaines is a supreme honour 
for ail the athletes and if you ask an athlete what he aspires 
to most, he will say victory in the games. _ he said. 

Samaranch said he would visit South Africa, Angola, 
Namibia, Cape Verde and Sao Tome and Pnndpe later this 
month to explore prospects for Africa to host the -004 

Olympics. _ . 

“I will travel with an Olympic delegation to South Africa 

in November and visit Cape Town, a city that hopes to 
organise the Olympic Games in 2004." he said. 

"We in the Olympic Games hope very much that for the 
first time the Olympic Games will be organised on the 
African continent, where they have never been held.” 


Navratilova still planning to retire 


OAKLAND (Agencies) — 
Martina Navratilova looks 
forward to sampling wines, 
riding her horses and doing 
all the fun things she has put 
aside during two marvellous 
decades in tennis. 

Everywhere she goes these 
days, she receives gifts de- 
signed for her post-tennis life 
— a mountain bike, a snow- 
board, a windsurfing board. 
She received a Porsche in 
Stuttgart, and got a case of 
wine here in Oakland. 

Even though she steadfast- 
ly maintains this is her last 
year, and says she is comfort- 
able with heT decision to re- 
tire, it still is difficult to com- 
pletely walk away from a 
sport she once dominated. 

During a post-match cere- 


mony Thursday night after 
her victory over Amy Frazier 
in the Bank of the West 
Classic, fans paid tribute to 
Navratilova, mostly, they 
pleaded with her not to re- 
tire. 

"The hardest thing is 
saying no to everybody,” she 
told the fans, then gave them 
a glimmer of hope by hinting 
she might return to Oakland 
some day to play doubles. 

Actually, Navratilova has 
her own dream. 

“Ideally, I would like to 
take a couple of years off and 
come back,” she said later at 
a news conference. "But I 
think it’s a title too late for 
that.” 

Navratilova said she’s in 
good-enough physical shape 


to continue playing on the 
pro tour for two more years. 
But she said she no longer 
can focus all her energy on 
tennis, and the hours of prac- 
tice and travel it demands. 

There are times when Nav- 
ratilova wonders why she 
didn’t retire a year ago, and 
there are times when retire- 
ment seems too dose. 

She experienced both of 
those emotions as she rallied 
to defeat Frazier 2-6, 6-4, 6-1 
to reach the semifinals of a 
tournament she has won five 
times. 

Navratilova was overpo- 
wered in the first set by Fra- 
zier, and seemed frustrated 
by her repeated unforced 
errors. 

Navratilova, who reached 


the Wimbledon final this 
summer, is just one win from 
reaching the final in Oakland 
for the fifth straight year. 
She’ll face the winner of the 
quarterfinal between Debbie 
Graham and Jolene Wata- 
nabe. 

Navratilova, 3S. is playing 
in her next-to-last tourna- 
ment. she plans to retire after 
the Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships that begin Nov. 14 
in New York. 

Meanwhile Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario, the world num- 
ber two and top seed, shrug- 
ged off a screaming baby to 
beat Zina Garrison- Jackson 
in straight sets and reach the 
semi-finals of the WTA Tour 
tennis tournament Friday. 
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Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Arab Potash Company Limited 

Invitation for contractors to tender for construction of pan C4 and 

dike raising 

contract No. APC/67/94 

Suitably qualified and experienced contractors, equivalent to the Grade 1 contractors 
according to the Ministry of Works classification in the fields of earthmoving and road 
construction, are invited to bid for the above works being implemented by the Arab 

Potash Company as part of the expansion of the Solar Evaporation System at Safi in the 
Southern Basin of the Dead Sea. 

1. The Project Description 

(a) Construction of new dike 1 0 to complete Pan C4. This is located south of carnallite 
Pan C3 and west the Potash Refinery. 

(b) Raising of existing dike 9. 

(c) Raising of existing dike 5 (Optional). 

The work will require the excavation, transport, placing and compacting of 

approximately 1.75 million cubic metres of gravel fill as marl core and sand filter 
Haul distance will vary from 4 to 30 km. 

The contract period will be less than two years and starts approximately April/Mav 

1995 and will be implemented at the same time as other work being carried out by 
A PC. 

2. Conditions of Contract. 

The conditions of contract are based on Part 1 of the Conditions of Contract for Works 
of Civil Engineering Construction," Fourth Edition 1987, prepared by the Federation 
Internationale des Ingenieurs. Conseils (FIDIC) and include Par 2 conditions o 
particular application. Jordanian law will apply to the contract, - 

3. Tender Documents. 

Tender documents are available from the company main office — Shamiarmi , 
Amman from 8/1 1/1994 till 1/12/1994 against a non refundable payment of JD 700 
Tenderers will be required to submit their offers in three envelooes thP w 
containing a tender guarantee in the amount of JD 100,000, the second con ain nt 
details of their experience by completing a separate volume comDrisinn T™, 
qualification questionnaire, and the third containing the financial offer Anv tpnl, ! 
accompanied by a tender guarantee will be considered. y aer noT 

Only tenderers who have demonstrated adequate prior experience of similar 
will have the envelopes containing their financial offers opened and 
Tenderers who are deemed to have insufficient experience, will have thai/fTr,, ; 
offers returned unopened. e meir flnan cial 

Closing date for the submission of tenders to the Amman Shmeisam 

Arab Potash Company is 12:00 noon on 22 Decembe^ 19M and ° f the 

received after that time will not be considered. y tenders 

For more information, contact the Civil Works Manager at site 

Tel. 3, 377121, 377122 or 377123 
Fax: 3, 377125 or 377131 

Suleiman Hawari 
Managing Director. 
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A1 Hussein regain lead; 
Karmel score first win 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Hussein 
regained their lead atop the 
First Division soccer stand- 
ings following their 1-0 win 
over Al Jazireh, while Al 
Wihdat who reigned at the 
top for the past four weeks, 
dropped to second place on 
goal difference after the 
conclusion of the 10th week 
of the prestigious competi- 
tion. 

Al Wihdat lost ground 
after scoring three consecu- 
tive draws, the latest a 
goalless tie with Al Ramtha 
who moved up to third 
place. 

Newcomers Al Karmel 
finally earned their first win 
over Al Jeel: Al Ahli 
moved up to sixth place 
following their 2-0 win over 
Al Arabi. while Al Qadis- 
aeh and Staabab Al Hus- 
sein settled for a 1-1 draw 
and could not improve 
their ninth and tenth stand- 
ings. Al Faisali-Kufrsoum 
match was disrupted be- 
cause of heavy rain. 

With only one week to go 
before the first leg is con- 
cluded Nov. 11. Al Hussein 
now lead with 17 points and 
the best scoring average at 
30-10. 

Al Wihdat also have 17 
pomes, but have one of the 
lowest scoring averages at 
11 - 2 . 

Over 15,000 fans at Al 
Wihdat-AI Ramtha match 
left the stadium dis- 
appointed when both teams 
failed to score after a series 
of wasted chances. 

Both teams allowed their 
younger bench players to 
take part. Alt Juma’a and 
Mohammad Abu Zame'h 
subtimted for Al Wihdat s 
His ham Abdul Mune’m 


and Mohammad Al Shama- 

K. 

Bad ran Al Shaqran and 
Mouaffaq Abu Hdeib 
wasted Al Ramtba’s most 
serious scoring chances as 
both teams settled for a tie. 

Meanwhile Al Ahli final- 
ly pleased their fans and 
improved their standing 
following their 2-0 win over 
Al Arab! at Al Hassan Sta- 
dium in Irbid. 

Al Ahii's captain Nan 
Yadaj scored both his 
team's goals, the first from 
a header in the 32nd mi- 
nute. 

Al Arabi's Ahmad Subh 
and Ayman Al Omari were 
closely guarded by Al 
Ahii's alert defence who 
were determined not to 
allow an equaliser. 

Yadaj secured his team's 
vital win when he netted 
the second goal with one 
minute left in the match. 

In another match, Al 
Karmel finally scored a 
face-saving win that gave 
them four points in the 
standings. However their 
modest capabilities and ex- 


perience seem unable* to 
prevent both team's relega- 
tion once again. 

Zakarya Al Shibel 
opened scoring for Al Jeel 
in the 32nd minute, but AJ 
Karmel equalised from a 
penalty kick only three mi- 
nutes later. 

Al Karmel won the first 
half 2-1 after a goal by 
Hussein Naser in the 43rd 
minute. 

Al Jeel did not give up 
and their morale was given 
a boost when Tha’er Abu 
Sha’irah netted the equalis- 
er in the 46th minute. 

Al Karmel won the 
ng t! 

80th 

At Al Mafraq Stadium, 
Al Hussein's Khaled Kha- 
tatbeh stunned Al Jazireh 
with a surprising early goal 
in the 7th minute. 

Simon George and 
Ahmad Rashed led Al 
Jazireh’s attacks but play- 
ers had a hard time con- 
trolling the ball after heavy 
rainfall swamped the sta- 
dium. 

The match was halted 15 


match scoring th'eir third 
goal in the 80th minute. 


minutes but continued 
a g a i n and Aref Hussein 
wasted the only real chance 
to score as the match ended 
with an important win for 
Al Hussein before they 
face tideholders Al Faisali 
next week. 

In another match greatly 
affected by the prevailing 
weather conditions, Sha- 
bab Al Hussein managed to 
draw with Al Qadissieh as 
both team’s standings re- 
mained unchanged. 

Although Al Qadissieh’s 
Ra’ed Tu’meh opened 
scoring in the 23rd minute, 
they could not hold on to 
their lead as Shabab Al 
Hussein seemed deter- 
mined to score and Adrian 
Al Lahham gave his team 
the precious equaliser in 
the 81st minute. 

Al Faisali-Kufrsoum 
match was the only one 
that was disrupted by heavy 
rainfall when die referee 
halted the match in the 
63rd minute. 

Both teams had failed to 
score until that time, 
although Al Faisali played 
a more attacking game, but 
were successfully contained 
by a well-knit Kufrsoum 
defence. 

Only 10 goals were 
scored during the past 
week compared to the 
highest number of 22 in the 
seventh week. 


Standings after 10th week 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA Pts. 

Hussein 

10 

8 

1 

1 

30 

10 

17 

Wihdat 

10 

7 

3 

_ 

11 

2 

17 

Ramtha 

10 

5 

4 

1 

17 

4 

14 

Faisali* 

9 

5 

3 

1 

19 

6 

13 

Jazireh 

10 

6 

1 

3 

15 

8 

13 

AhS 

10 

4 

3 

3 

13 

13 

11 

Kufrsoum* 

9 

4 

1 

4 

17 

18 

9 

Arabi 

10 

3 

2 

5 

12 

19 

8 

Qadissieh 

10 

1 

4 

5 

11 

18 

6 

Shabab Al Bases 

10 

1 

3 

6 

14 

24 

5 

Karmel 

10 

1 


7 

7 

24 

4 

Jeel 

10 

— 

1 

9 

6 

26 

1 


'if FajsBfi-Kufrsoum have a postponed match. 


Agassi knocks out No. 1 Sampras 



PARIS (Agencies) — Andre 
Agassi underlined his vow to 
dethrone Pete Sampras by 
beating the world number 
one in a match foil of brilliant*' 

tennis to reach the se mifinals 
of the Paris Open Friday. 

Eighth seed Agassi delight- 
ed the French crowd with his 
explosive baseline game to 
knock out top seed Sampras 
7-6 7-5 in just over two hours 
of a superb all-American 
clash. 

Three-time champion 
Boris Becker and defending 
champion Goran Ivanisevic 
both lost as Switzerland's 
Marc Rosset edged Becker in 
a hard-serving contest, 7-6 
(7-3), 7-6 (9-7) and Chang 
upset Ivanisevic, 3-6, 6-4 (7- 

4). 

Fourth-seeded Sergi Bro- 
gue ra, the two-time French 
Open champion, was the 
fourth semifinalist by beating 
unseeded Czech Petr Korda, 
6-3, 7-6 (7-4). 

Rosset and Chang meet in 
the semifinals followed by 
Broguera versus the eighth- 
seeded Agassi in the other. 

The No. 1 ranked Sampras 
had 19 aces and was a break 
up in both sets but couldn’t 
handle the pressure of some 
blistering service returns by 
Agassi when it counted. 

"When I miss a first serve, 

I have to stay back on the 
second,” Sampras said. 
Then he hits that backhand 
down the line as well as any- 
one 1 have ever played.” 

T am playing my best ten- 
uis I have ever played now 
and when you are playing 
really well, you want the best 
players because it is a great 
chance for your ranking, a 
great chance foT your confi- 
dence,” Agassi said. 

"It's the best Andre has 
played against me in a long 
time,” Sampras said. “I think 


Boris Becker 

we bring out the best in each 
other.” 

Agassi had won the U.S. 
Open this year and Wimble- 
don in 1992. Sampras has 
won Wimbledon the last two 
years and took the U.S. title 
m 1993. 

It was Agassi’s fifth win in 
11 meetings against Sampras 
but Sampras had taken the 
last three, including a 6-3, 6-1 
tour in Osaka last April. 

It looked like another Sam- 
pras victory when he took a 
4-2 lead in the first set. But 
Agassi equaled it and forced 
a tiebreaker. 

Sampras was up 4-2 but 
again Agassi rallied to equal 
it at 6-all. The longest rally of 
the match, more than 20 
strokes, put Agassi up 7-6 
when he hit a backhand win- 
ner. A backhand just long by 
Sampras put Agassi one set 
up. 

The second set had a simi- 
lar scenario. Sampras was up 


3-1 but Agassi came back to 
tie it. Agassi had four match 
points come in go as Sampras 
saved them with aces. 

However on the fifth 
match point it was a typical 
winning service return by 
Agassi that ended the 2-hour, 
2-minute match. 

The Becker-Rosset affair 
bad both men with serves at 
more than 200 kilometres an 
hour (125 mph). Rosset en- 
ded with 14 aces while Beck- 
er had 15. 

A double fault in the first 
tiebreaker by the sixth- 
seeded Becker gave Rosset 
the advantage at 3-2 which he 
increased to 5-2 and went on 
to take that one. 

"He had more chances 
than the whole set, he was 
the better player,” Becker 
said. Rosset had the only four 
break points and all came in 
the first set. 

The second set tiebreaker 
went back-and-forth, at one 


time Rosset, seeded 14th. 
scored three straight aces his 
serve, Becker had two £et 
points at 6-5 and 7-6 but did 
not convert either. • 

"It came down to me hav- 
ing two set points and one;on 
my serve and I missed an ace 
just by half an inch,” Becker 
said. “I hit a good secqnd 
serve. He hit a good back- 
hand return. I had a low 
volley which caught me really 
by surprise. I hit that volley 
behind him and he bit it down 
the line which saved him 
probably the match. 

A 7-7 Becker nettted a 
forehand volley to give Ros- 
set a match point. A good 
solid forehand down the line 
following his serve gave Ros- 
set the victory after 1 hour38 
minutes. 

The second-seeded Iva- 
nisevic had 23 aces but com- 
mitted three times as many 
unforced errors — 45 to IS 1 ^- 
to keep Chang in the match. 


Surprises mark NBA season openers 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH WAR SHARIF 
A TAHRAH HIRSCH 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.I— Nntter vulneraMr. as iwsth What »ctbn da vou 
you bold. 


*AK7 CKQ983 84 *AX5 
The bidding has pr»x«\W. 

South West North East 

1 ■ Paso 3 Put 

* 

■ 

Aht >nu tuJ mm*? 


Q.4—Rolh vuWnbJe. si South 
you hold: 

+K7 -:93 0 A 1003 +Q7652 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
irluh. What do you respond? 


Qi— .V South, vulnerable, vuu 
hold: 

M :AQ3 KS 4AKJ97H2 

TTw tuddmi; ha* vnnwdcd: 

Vest North East South 

1 ♦ Pass Pus ? 

WhaC action d<> \itu take'.' 

« 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦QI072 ;KQ»5 * s K 7 «AQ6 
Thr bidding has proceeded: 

South Weal North Eut 
1 NT Pam 2 ♦ Pam 

■ft 


I Q.3 — Both * ultit-r.iMf. at Sou:h 
* vou hold 

*K104 8 K 9H2 487832 

The Mding ha* pmcrrdrd 
North Eut Smith West 
1 4 Pm 2 4 Pm 
2 NT Puv ? 


_ 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 

hot.! 

*9843 "T 1062 0Q85 *A87 
Partiir; opens the bidding with one 
diamond. Whal do you rwpond? 



Under Tha Patronaqo Of Her Majesty Queen Moor Al Hussain 
The National Music Conservatory/ Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

Institute Cervantes 

presort! 

PABLO DE LA CRUZ 

m a 

GUITAR RECITAL 

Wednesday. 9 November 1 9S4 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centro - Mam Theatre 

In the program pieces by Tarrega. Aiheniz, Turin3 and others. 



Tic kata for JO 5 era available from: 

■ Babichs tf> 661322 

• PhBadeiprua Hole: :ci G07100 

• Instrtuta Can. antes :el 6I0S58 

■ The Royal Cuih.Mi Centro roi 661026 

• The Manorial Music Conscnraray id 68 7620 
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Schneider opens final 
world cup challenge 


SAAS FEE, Switzerland (R) 
— Olympic champion Vreni 
Schneider embarks on her 
final world cup season this 
weekend after a decade of 
Alpine skiing excellene. 

Schneider, who will be 30 
November 26, has been ham- 
pered in her preparations by 
a meniscus operation and is 
wary about her prospects for 
Sunday's slalom. 

"I have been training hard 
and need time to get back 
into top form. But for a stan 
I think I should be able to get 
into the top five or six.” she 
said. 


The new season kicks off 
on a glacier in this Valais 
region resort with a men’s 
parallel slalom, an event 
which carries prize money of 
120,000 Swiss francs 
(S95.000) but no individual 
world cup points. 

Kjetil Andre Aamodt. 
Norway's overall world cup 
cham pion, heads the field of 
32 qualifiers who race in parts 
in a competition which counts 
only for Nations' Cup points. 

Bui Alberto Tomba, Italy’s 
former Olympic champion, 
will not be among the star- 
ters. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Two things are certain after 
the opening night of the 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) season. 

The Orlando Magic need 
some work before they are 
title contenders. And the 
idea of indoor fireworks, is all 
wet. 

Long-time losers Washing- 
ton upse title hopeful Orlan- 
do 1 10-108 here Friday de- 
spite game highs of 28 points 
and 12 rebounds by Magic 
all-star centre Shaquille 
O’Neal. 

The most bizarre incident 
came in San Antonio, when 
smoke from pre-game fire- 
works set off a water cannon 
that sprayed fans and delayed 
the game by more than an 
hour. No one was injured. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Jordan Wood Industries Company (JW1CO), the leading manufac- 
turer of wooden furniture in Jordan, is seeking to employ a highly 
motivated and experienced individual in the position of 

FINANCIAL ANALYST 

BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES: Assists the General Manager in the 
development and implementation of corporate budgets, financial 
plans and the introduction of new financial policies and systems. 

Qualifications: 

☆ Extensive knowledge in professional accounting practices, 
budgeting and financial management 

☆ Minimum of 5 years experience in similiar responsible position 

☆ Minimum of B.A. degree In Finance, Accounting, Economics, 
Business Administration or related field; advanced degree 
such as MBA or Certified Public Accounting is preferred 

☆ Highly developed communication and administrative skills 

☆ Fluent in Arabic and English, both written and spoken. 

☆ Basic computer skills, literate in commercial software pack- 
ages. 

Please send your detailed CV, handwritten application, and recent 
photograph to the following address: 

Genera! Manager 
Jordan Wood Industries Co. Ltd. 

(JW1CO) 

P.O.Box 5272 Amman, Jordan 

AIK applications wifi be dealt with 
in strict confidence. 


although drenched spectators 
compared conditions to a 
hurricane. 

The Spurs went on to lose 
123-118 to Golden State. Iro- 
nically, both teams were de- 
layed last year by water from 
a ceiling leak at the same 
arena. 

Ten other first-night games 
included Portland’s 121-100 
triumph over the Los 
Angeles Clippers in Yokoha- 
ma, the third time in five 
years the league has opened 
with games in Japan. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
19 points and reigning NBA 
champion Houston opened 
with a 90-86 home triumph 


over New Jersey. 

Charles Smith scored 23 
points and the New York 
Knicks, who lost the title 
series last June in the max- 
imum seven games, beat Bos- 
ton 120-107. 


Scorrie Pippen scored ;22 
points to lead Chicago past 
Charlotte 89-83 while Marty 
Cbnlon and Johnny newman 
each scored 20 points to pace 
Milwaukee to a 91-86 
triumph at Philadelphia. 


FURNISHED GROUND-FLOOR APARTMENT: 
IN A VILLA FOR RENT 

• 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large kitchen, very' 
spacious hall. Garage and garden. No telephone 
line yet. 

Please call 736123, 736011 


AMMAN 

Harriott, 

HOTEL 

in collaboration with 





Presents 



on November 10th, 8:30 P.M. 
at The Amman Marriott Hotel - AL WAHA Ballroom 

Tickets for J.D. 6 

available at The Marriott Hotel and The French Cultural Center, 

AMMAN 

.Marriott 


fln* 

horn. SE 

P.O.Box; 926333 Amman-Jorfan Td- 607607 rax; 670100 



T 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tef.: 69923S 

PLAZA 

Cinem3 Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AJWMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabrf & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Leslie Nielsen & Priscilla Presley 

in 

Naked Gun 33 1/3 
The Final Insult 

iLm .: k. ' fc- * K-'*: 

Lorenzo Lanas — in 

SWORDS MAN 

m 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. S:tt>, fc30. 8 JO. 10:30 

CONCORD “1” 
Disco — 'Disco 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:00, S:l5. 

CONCORD “2” 

SPEED 

Shows; J5: 15. 5:15 10:30 

Presents 

“Water is a Gift of Life” 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abut Rag neb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

For reservations call tel.: 
618274 - 618275 

Today & : Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 

BAG** 

Tnea:er close 
Sunaav sr.o Monday 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

Al Salam Ya Salam 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday la the 
theatre’* holiday. 
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U.S. expects no 
Change in Iraq 
sanctions regime 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States expects the 
United Nations Security 
Council to maintain un- 
changed its programme of 
sanctions against Iraq when it 
next discusses the matter on 
Nov. 14, a State Department 
spokesman said on Friday. 

Iraq's troop buildup near 
Che Kuwaiti border last 
month has killed off support 
for fearing the trade sanctions 
even among countries re- 
latively sympathetic to Bagh- 
dad, spokesmans Mike 
McCurry s^ : J. 

“We’re confident that the 
Security Council will agree 
with us that no change in 
sanctions is warranted at that 
point,” Mr. McCurry told a 
news briefing. 

"The Security Council holds 
consultations on the sanc- 
tions, imposed after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990, every 
60 days. 

At the last meeting in 
September, France and Rus- 
sia suggested that if U.N. 
monitoring over six months 
showed Iraq could not pro- 
duce ballistic missiles, che- 
mical or nuclear weapons, 
sanctions should be lifted. 

-But the United States and 
Britain quashed the proposal, 
which would have allowed 
Iraq to resume oil exports. 

Mr. McCurry said Iraq had 
now forfeited what support 
it had due to its recent troop 
buildup. “We do detect some 
change in attitude based on 
what was most recently a very 
troubling and provocative 
move by (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein, *' he said. 

Iraq pulled back its troops 
after the United States and its 
allies rushed forces to the 
region to counter any repeat 
of the 1990 invasion. 

Despite last month’s crisis, 
France has continued to 
sound more amenable to' 
eventual lifting of sanctions. 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
said last week the world 
should send “clear signs" to 
spell out what Baghdad was 
expecte.d to do to emerge 
from, its isolation. 

Mr. ‘McCurry accused Iraq 
of across-the-board failure to 
comply with U.N. demands, 
including on weapons of mass 
destruction, recognition of 
Kuwaiti sovereignty and 
accounting for Kuwaiti 
citizens and property missing 
since the 1990 invasion. 

A U.S. diplomat said 
Wednesday U.S. ambassador 
to. the United Nations 
Madeleine Albright, who 
chairs the Security Council 


this month, could meet with 
Iraqi Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz this week. 

“There is no meeting sche- 
duled," the U.S. diplomat 
said, speaking privately, “but 
if Tareq Aziz sought to meet 
with the president of the 
Security Council, (Albright) 
would meet with him as presi- 
dent of the council.” 

Mr. Aziz is scheduled to be 
in New York this week. 

If the meeting were to take 
place, it would be the first 
official such contact between 
senior U.S. and Iraqi officials 
since the end of the Gulf war 
in 1991, even if Ms. Albright 
acts only in her capacity as 
Security Council president. 

The U.S. diplomat said 
that to date, Washington had 
not changed its position on 
lifting the international oil 
embargo on Iraq. Iraq de- 
pends heavily on oil exports 
for its hard currency earn- 
ings. 

“We see no reason to think 
that anything should 
change," the U.S. diplomat 
said. 

“On the contrary, what we 
have seen since the last re- 
view is a provocative action 
by Iraq,” he said, alluding to 
the Iraqi troop movements to 
the area near the Kuwaiti 
b order. 

Council members are to 
bear an oral report Nov. 11 
by Rolf Ekeus, the head of 
the U.N. spedal commission 
op Iraqi disarmament, which 
is setting up a system for 
long-term monitoring of 
Iraq's, military activities. 

Allies hold 
war exercises 


More than 100 U.S., Brit- 
ish and Kuwaiti special forces 
soldiers parachuted from 
U.S. C-130 transport aircraft 
into the desert Saturday in an 
exercise aimed at boosting 
joint operations. U.S. milit- 
ary spokeswoman Major 
Donna Stacey told the 
Associated Press the exercise 
was part of operation Vigi- 
lant Warrior, launched last 
mont. 

Most of the soldiers in 
Saturday’s airborne assault 
exercise jumped from C-130s 
at an altitude of 700 metres. 
But a few, including U.S. 
Navy seals, free fell from 
more than 4,200 metres using 
steerable parachutes. The ex- 
ercise was conducted at an 
unspecified drop zone west of 
Kuwait City. 


U.S. sees economic 
frustration behind 
attack on Arafat 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. State Department 
said Friday economic frustr- 
tion among Palestinians in 
Gaza was behind the rough 
treatment accorded Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat when he tried to 
attend a funeral for a militant 
Islamic leader. 

Gazans knocked off Mr. 
Arafat's headdress Thursday, 
called him a traitor and threw 
him out of the mosque funer- 
al. It was his worst political 
embarrassment since his en- 
dorsement by Israel last year 
as head of 'the Palestinian 
administration in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

The State Department 
took the incident in stride 
Friday. Spokesman Michael 
McCurry said Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin “has 
a very difficult and conten- 
tious political environment to 
deal with, os well." 

Mr. Rabin, who has turned 
over Gaza and Jericho to the 
PLO and is prepared to sur- 
render at least pan of the 
Golan Heights to Syria, has 
been denounced by political 
opponents as a traitor, too. 

President Bill Clinton's 
administration and Mr. 
Rabin's government are de- 
pending on Mr. Arafat and 
his police to maintain order 
in ' Gaza and. ultimately, 
throughout the West Bank, 
which also will be given to 
him to administer. 

“We continue to work with 
them to make sure they carry 
out the functions that they 
have been given," spokes- 
.nian McCurry said. "Chair- 
man Arafat lias a very diffi- 
cult and delicate political 
position, but then so does 
every other leader in the re- 
gion.” 

The administration has 
raised pledges of $2.5 billion 
in assistance to the PLO. At a 


regional economic summit 
meeting last week in Casab- 
lanca, Mr. Rabin appealed 
for help for Mr. Arafat and 
his organisation. But the 
assistance is slow in coming 
because of the violence and 
the PLO's lack of expertise in 
taking administrative control. 

Mr. McCurry, speaking for 
the State Department, saw 
the attack on Mr. Arafat as a 
reflection of the people’s 
frustrations with a hard life 
and a slow pace of reform — 
and not as rejection of the 
agreement with Israel. 

“People now want to see 
that there are dividends,” the 
spokesman said. “That there 
are rewards for having taken 
these risks to make peace, 
and there is inevitably frus- 
tration when they don’t see 
that type of improvement in 
quality of life.” 

At the same time. Mr. 
McCurry said Mr. Arafat 
“continues to be the person 
with whom we can work to 
fry to improve the quality of 
life for people in the territor- 
ies. and we continue to do so 
because he is the authorita- 
tive voice when it comes to 
the Palestinian authority.” 

Mr. Rabin said Friday that 
Islamic fundamentalism and 
poor living standards could 
jeopardise peace agreements 
with Arab states. 

“Without treating the ‘two 
main enemies: radical, ter- 
rorist fundamentalist Islam, 
poverty and ignorance, there 
won't be stability in the Mid- 
dle East.” Mr/ Rabin told 
about 100 fellow Labour Par- 
ty members at their Tel Aviv 
headquarters. 

Listing peace agreements 
signed with Egypt in 1979. 
the Palestinians in 1993 and 
Jordan last month, he said 
that unless living standards 
and attitudes improved, “a 
question mark could hang 
over these achievements.” 



Bis Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives Russian envoy Vidor Posavalyuk (Petra 
photo) 

King receives Russian message 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday received a verbal 
message from Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
conveyed to him by Rus- 
sian envoy Victor Posavaly- 
uk expressing support for 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty. 

Mr. Posavalyuk quoted 
Mr. Yeltsin as pledging 
continued Russian efforts 
towards achieving peace on 
the other Arab-Israeli 
tracks. 

King Hussein asked the 


envoy to carry bis greetings 
to the Russian leader and 
to thank him for his con- 
tinued concern over the re- 
gion's issues. 

Mr. Posavalyuk earlier 
met Prime Munster Abdul 
Salam Majali and reviewed 
with him Russian efforts to 
give momentum to the 
peace process on all the 
Arab-Israeli tracks in coop- 
eration with the United Na- 
tions. 

The prime minister 
reiterated Jordan’s keen- 


ness on arriving at a com- 
prehensive peace in im- 
plemention of U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions and 
voiced Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of the Russian role. 

Dr. Majali also express- 
ed Jordan's desire to prom- 
ote J ordani an-Russi an eco- 
nomic, technical and trade 
relations. 

Earlier, the Russian en- 
voy met Minis ter of State 
for Foreign Affairs Talal A1 
Hassan and discussed the 
peace treaty. 


Egyptian families bury 
victims of fire and flood 


DRONKA, Egypt (Agen- 
cies) — When Mohammad 
Mahmoud Mustafa went to 
the morgue to identify 10 
relatives burned to death in 
the fire that engulfed this 
southern Egyptian town, he 
could barely recognise the 
charred bodies of us family. 

”1 saw my brother. I could 
tell it was his face. The others 
we just guessed from their 
size and bits of clothes," he 
said. 

“We buried them all last 
night m the family grave,” he 
added, dutching the 10 hos- 
pital pennits that allowed the 
bodies of his brother, four 
nephews and their children to 
be released for burial. 

Three days after burning 
fuel swept through Dronka 
on a deluge of floodwater, 
officials say most of the near- 
ly 500 victims have been 
buried. Many were claimed 
by relatives. Others were 
buried in a communal grave. 

But rescue workers on 
Saturday morning pulled 
seven bodies from charred 
and waterlogged homes while 
people waited gloomily for 
news of relatives still missing. 

People picked through the 
wreckage of their houses, un- 
earthing sacks of grain, 
plates, and broken furniture. 

A baby boy was found 
alive Saturday after floating 
like Moses on straw bedding 
which saved him from the 
flood and fire. 

The seven-month-old baby 
Hussein Tolba Hattab floated 
for three days and 15 
kilometres on tne makeshift 


bedding after floods swept 
through his home, killing his 
parents and seven brothers 
and sisters. 

A farmer found the boy 
after he went to drain his 
field. “When I tried to drain 
water off my field this morn- 
ing, I found a child who was 
floating on his back. His eyes 
were closed,” Abdul Ham- 
dan Yunes told AFP. 

“I took him in my arms and 
I saw he was still alive. I ran 
to my wife and asked her to 
give him her milk. He is in 
very good health. It's a mira- 
cle. God be praised,” the 
farmer said. 

The farmer climbed onto 
his tractor and drove around 
trying to find the baby’s pa- 
rents by announcing the news 
on a londhailer. 

His aunt recognised the 
boy and took him in. 
“Thanks to God that the fire 
spared him,” Mr. Yunes said. 

In the fields outside 
Dronka, where many bodies 
were swept along by the 
floods, corpses were still 
turning up. 

Mahrousa Thabit 
Mahmoud, taking shelter in 
the primary school that has 
been her home since her 
house was swamped in a sea 
of mud nearly two metres 
high, said she had given up 
hope for her two young 
grandsons, Mohammad and 
Mahmoud. 

“No one has seen them 
since the disaster,” she said. 
“Maybe they were carried 
away in the flood.” 

At Assiut's main university 


hospital, all but 14 of the 220 
bodies have been claimed. 
Those still remaining lie de- 
composing in the stinking 
corridors of the hospital mor- 
gue. 

Officials donbted if people 
knew whether they were real- 
ly burying their own dead or 
the charred remains of neigh- 
bours. 

“They were so badly 
burned no one could tell who 
they were. People just came 
to claim a body. I don’t know 
if the found the right ones,” 
said hospital manager 
Mohammad Ibrahim Taha. 

In Dronka, where survi- 
vors say they have been left 
to die mercy of charitable 
relatives and friends, Mustafa 
echoed growing bitterness 
over inaction by a govern- 
ment that many hold partly 
responsible for the disaster. 

”No one is thinking of 
doing anything for us. (Prime 
Minister Atef) Sedki came 
here and said a couple of 
words and left. They say they 
are giving compensation but 
there is nothing,” he said as 
he rescued a last wate dogged 
sack of grain from his burnt- 
out bouse. 

“There’s a hundred home- 
less families staying with rela- 
tives. What's the government 
going to do?” be said. 

He was standing in the area 
worst hit by the inferno, a 
dried-up river bed flanked on 
both sides by cemeteries ab- 
out one kilometre from the 
huge fuel tanks that burst 

(Confined on page 7) 


Assad, Hrawi study 
moves in peace talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The presideals of Syria and 
Lebanon met in Damascus 
Saturday to discuss Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's refusal to implement 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 425 calling for 
Israel's withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. 

President Hafez A1 Assad 
also briefed his Lebanese 
counterpart, Elias Hrawi, on 
the outcome of his summit 
meeting with President Bill 
Clinton in the Syrian capital 
last week, a palace spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman, Jubran 
Khourieh, said that during 
the five-hour meeting, Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Hrawi stres- 
sed the importance of coordi-- 
nating the next moves in tbeir 
tortuous peace negotiations 
with Israel. 

Syria and Lebanon broke 
off talks last February and 
the negotiations have been 
deadlocked ever since. 

The sticking points include 
Israel's refusal to make a 
commitment to a complete 
withdrawal from Syria’s 
Golan Heights and South 
Lebanon, where guerrillas 
attack the Israeli-occupied 
zone almost daily. 

Syria's media has been 
lambasting Mr. Rabin for re- 
fusing to withdraw - from 
South Lebanon, the last ac- 
tive warfront in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

The Israelis have occupied 
a border endave, known as 
the “securify zone” in South 
Lebanon since 19S5. 

On Oct. 29, Mr. Hrawi 
offered to establish a joint 
committee with - Israel to 
draw up a timetable for a 


withdrawal with Lebanese 
guarantees that guerrillas in 
South Lebanon would be 

curbed. . 

Mr. Rabin has said there 
will be no pullback just to 
hold peace talks and has 
questioned the Lebanese 
army's ability to rein in the 
guerrillas. 

Syria’s A1 Thawra daily 
said Saturday Mr. Rabin’s 
position means that he is 
“determined to separate 
South Lebanon from the rest 
of the land... to swallow it 
and continue to ignore the 
principles of a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion as a whole.” 

The state-run newspaper 
said in an editorial that Mr. 
Rabin’s position was part of 
an Israeli campaign “to black 
out” Mr. Clinton’s efforts to 
give momentum to the Mid- 
dle East peace process during 
his recent tour. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said meanwhile 
he doubted President Clinton 
made promises in his meeting 
with President Assad last 
month regarding an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

He was reacting to remarks 
made by Lebanon’s Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez at a 
parliamentary committee 
meeting on Friday. 

“To the best of my know- 
ledge, the U.S. president 
would not pnt forward Amer- 
ican proposals in the argu- 
ment between us and the 
Syrians,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel’s army radio. 

“I am convinced that the 
American president... will be 

(Confined on page 7) 


Ciller pledges to 
help Palestinians 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller on Saturday pledged 
aid to the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA), on the 
first visit to the autonomous 
areas by a foreign head of 
government. 

PNA bead Yasser Arafat 
said Tiirkey was pledging $50 
million for Palestinian hous- 
ing and infrastructure. 

Coming from occupied 
Jerusalem where she met her 
Israeli counterpart Yitzhak 
Rabin, Ms. Ciller’s visit to 
Gaza City was seen as a show 
of support for the Palestinian 
authority. 

‘The situation is a matter 
of priority,” Ms. Oiler said 
of the problems facing Gaza 
and the Palestinians. 

“It should be a priority for 
the whole world,” she said, 
singling out a bousing shor- 
tage in the areas. 

“We think we can help .. 
this is a contribution from 
Turkey to our brothers and 
sisters in Palestine,” she told 
reporters in a briefing after 
her two-hour meeting with 
Mr. Arafat. 

Earlier the Turkish pre- 
mier visited Jerusalem’s Old 
City and AJ Aqsa mosque. 

Wearing a head scarf in 


line with Muslim tradition, 
Ms. Ciller said noon prayers 
at A1 Aqsa. 

Outside the mosque, she 
met with mothers of Palesti- 
nian security detainees who 
demanded that Ms. Ciller 
pressure Israel to release the 
men. 

Ms. Ciller also talked with 
a leading cleric, Ikrema Sab- 
ri. 

“Her visit means to us that 
the Muslims are one family,” 
Sheikh Sabri told the Associ- 
ated Press. “She respects 
Islamic principles, when she 
came to the mosque, she 
covered her head.” 

Sheikh Sabri said he out- 
lined to Ms. Ciller the 
Palestinian demands to run 
the Muslim holy sites in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“Your visit today was a 
very important visit,” Mr. 
Arafat told Ms. CUler in 
Gaza. “You have kept your 
promise and came to visit us 
here in the first Palestinian 
lands liberated after the 
(Israeli) occupation.* 

.Turkey has expressed in- 
terest in sending forces to an 
international team to monitor 

(Confined on page 7) 


94 civilians 
killed in 
Kabul war 

KABUL (AFP) — At least 
94 civilians were wounded in 
the latest round of heavy 
fighting in Kabul between 
forces for and against Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. according to hospital 
reports Saturday. 

In a strong infantry offen- 
sive backed by heavy artillary 
fire the forces of the Hezb-e- 
Islami and their Shiite Hezb- 
e-Wahdat allies attacked pro- 
Rabbani positions in south 
Kabul Friday, but without 
permanent territorial gains. 

Pro-Rabbani troops resting 
at nearby Dehmazang Square 
claimed nine enemy bodies 
were left behind. 

“The enemy captured the 
Russian Cultural Centre from 
us, but held it for only a very 
short time before we pushed 
them out again,” one of them 
said. 

The 94 civilian wounded 
were recorded in the two 
main downtown Kabul hos- 
pitals from Friday’s fighting. 

Medical staff notea there 
would be a “large number of 


casualties” on 



other side 


of the frontlines, but details 
were not available. 

Pro-Rabbani troops in De- 
hmazang said their rivals 
started the Friday offensive 
at dawn with an assault 
against the nearby eastern 
district of Babar Gardens on 

(Confined on page 7) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi mufti urges Muslims to avoid World Court 

CAIRO (AP) — A top Saudi clergyman says Muslim 
governments should not take their disputes to the World 
Court but should seek Islamic solutions. The London- 
headquartered AJ Hayat newspaper reported the ruling 
Saturday by the influential Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ben Baz, 
the grand mufti of Saudi Arabia. “Muslims are forbidden 
by the law of God to resort to international institutions to 
resolve their disputes,” the paper quoted him as saying. “I 
give my since rest advice to all the leaders of the Islamic 
countries... that the only way to resolve tbeir differences on 
property, rights and political borders, etc... is to resort to 
the laws of God through a commission of knowledgeable 
and just scientists of Sharia,” he said. The paper did not say 
what prompted the ruling. But at least three Gulf disputes 
could end up before the World Court in the Hague. A1 
Hayat said Sheikh Ben Baz termed appeals to the court as 
“non-Islamic” and said “Muslims should not resort to 
them.” He added: "God shall punish those who disregard 
his laws.” In addition ro bis position as mufti. Sheikh Ben 
Baz is head of the Saudi-headquartered League of the 
Islamic World. 

Kuwait might test visitors for AIDS 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait might cany out medical tests on 
frequent visitors to countries with high AIDS infection 
rates, a newspaper reported on Saturday. “Kuwait is likely 
to start testing citizens and expatriates who frequently visit 
countries with a large number of AIDS patients," the Arab 
Times quoted a health official as saying. Kuwait demands 
AIDS test for all expatriates working in the emirate and 
deports all non-Kuwaitis infected with the virus. A 
committee trying to prevent the spread of AIDS in the 
emirate is also studying the possibility of imposing an 
obligatory pre-marital AIDS test, the paper quoted the 
official as saying. Less than 30 Kuwaiti nationals proved to 
be infected with the AIDS virus since 1985, the official 
said. He did not give the number of expatriates infected 
since. 

i 

Reuters reporter released in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) in the Gaza Strip released 


Renters reporter Taher Shriteh on Friday without charge. 
Mr. Shriteh, who also works for leading U.S. and British 
news organisations, was detained nine days ago. The 
authority gave no explanation for why he was held. Media 
and human rights groups had appealed to PNA Chairman 
Yasser Arafat to release Mr. Shriteh, saying he was 
carrying out normal journalistic duties. Mr. Shriteh was held 
last month with a Reuters Television crew and photo- 
grapher after the publication of a video tape showing Israeli 
soldier Nachshon Waxman who was kidnapped by the 
militant Islamic group Hamas and later killed. All four 
journalists were released without charge. 

Government employee killed in south £gypt 

ASSIUT (R) — Suspected Muslim militants who mistook a 
truck for a police vehicle shot and killed a government 
employee and wounded another in southern Egypt on 
Saturday, security sources said. The gunmen, who escaped, 
opened fire in the village of Bani Hafez near the town of 
Mallawi in Minya, where militants fighting to overthrow 
the government have carried out several attacks over the 
past few months. The security sources named the dead man 
as Mohammad Badr.-who was driving a truck belonging to 
tiie state-owned Company for Construction m central 
Egypt from the province of Minya to Assiut province 
ferther south The company’s business director, Marzouk 

Beshn Gabriel, was shot in the stomach and is in hospital 
the sources said. ^ ’ 

Iran denies suspects related to officials 

NICOSIA _(R) i — Iran on Saturday denied that two men 
MO^ed of killing fonner Iranian Prime Minister Shapur 
Bakhtiar were related to President Hasfaemi Akbar Rafian- 
jani or late spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah .Khomeini 
Die official Iranian news agency IRNA said a Foreien 

“categorically denied” that Zeynal 
&urhadi and Massoud Hendi were related to the senior 
officials. Hendi and Sarhadj as Well as Ali Vakili Rad went 
Oftma! in France this week for the murder of Bakhtiar in 

denied reports that he was a nephew 
of Mr. Rafsanjam. Media reports have said Sarfaadi was a 
peat nephew of Mr. Rafsanjam. Six other Iranians are 
being^ tried in absentia and prosecutors reckon Iran's 
Mamie government is behind the killings. Tehran has 

denied all involvement (see page 2). 



Charles wraps up 
Los Angeles visit 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Bri- 
tain’s Prince Charles wrap- 
ped up his five-day visit to 
Los Angeles, which has taken 
him from riot-torn areas of 
the city to the glitz of Holly- 
wood, with a speech to local 
business leaders Friday. 
Prince Charles then left for a 
visit to the British colony of 
Hong Kong, which will be 
turned over to mainland Chi- 
na in 1997. During his stay in 
Los Angeles, the prince 
toured die south central sec- 
tion of the city, which was 
devastated by the 1992 race 
riots in which 56 people died, 
and property damage was 
estimated at SI billion, as 
well as other areas hard-hit 
by the unrest. He also saw at 
first hand the damage in- 
flicted by the unrest on other 
areas of Los Angeles, 
Charles, who was invited to 
Los Angeles by them-mayor 
Tom Bradley shortly after the 
riots, had specifically asked 
to see how communities were 
rebuilding, both physically 
and morally. He spent two 
days of his visit in schools, 
training centres and com- 
munity projects. But the 
prince also made time for 
HoUwyood's elite, attending 
the premiere of the film, 
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, 
and attending a star-studded 
bash at the home of television 
mogul Aaron Spelling. He 
also had a private meeting 
with entertainer Barbra 
Streisand, who the starstruck 
heir to the British throne 
once called “my only pinup,” 
as well as paying an unsche- 
duled visit to former Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and his 
wife, Nancy, at their Bel-air 
mansion. 

Belgian cardinal: 
Divorcees can 
have communion 


fR) — A Bel- 
gian cardinal said Friday 
priests did not have the right 
to refuse holy communion to 
divorcees who do not abstain 
from sex, defying a ban by 
the Pope last month. Cardin- 
al Godfried Danneels, who is 
part of the college which can 
elect a pope, told reporters 
the issue of giving commun- 
ion to divorcees would be 
discussed by Belgian bishops 
at their monthly conference 
next Tuesday. “A priest does 
not have the rigjht to refuse 
communion to divorced peo- 
ple... one should not stigma- 
tise people,” the cardinal was 
quoted by Belga News Agen- 
cy as saying. A spokesman 
for the cardinal confirmed his 
comments and said it was not 
up to a priest to make a 
judgment on someone who 
wanted co mmuni on. Card. 
Dann eel’s public stand fol- 
lowed an announcement by 
two leading bishops in north- 
ern Belgium last month they 
would defy the communion 
ban. On Oct. 14, the Vatican 
said in a letter to the world’s 
bishops that Catholics who 
divorce and remarry cannot 
receive communion unless 
they abstain from sex. 

Fergie offered 
role on U.S. 

TV — papers 

LONDON (R) — The Duch- 
ess of York, estranged wife of 
Queen Elizabeth's second 
son Prince Andrew, has been 
offered a role in a celebrity 
episode of the popular U.S. 
television series Baywatch, 
British newspapers reported 
Saturday. “A script has been 
prepared for her, and she has 
already had talks with the 
show’s hunky male lead and 
director David Hasselhoff,” 

• ui . Star * a popular 
tabloid, said. British enttcp- 

reneur Richard Branson is 
expected to appear In the 
same episode of the lifeguard 
show which is due to be 
serened next year. The show 
is ^broadcast in about 50 coun- 
taes. I have had rfwaii^i 
discussions by phone. I am 
«Pecang a call from her,” 

1 MhTor quoted Has- 

“ saying- The flame- 
naired duchess, popularly 

SLT*"*® " married 

J V ldrcw ™ 1986 and 
»e couple separated in 1992. 
They have two young daugh- 

2m 5 1 ® DaUy WaH. another 
the °I?’ Hass elhoff met 
when a Cfa 2® and Brecon 

v- r . ® 00 Branson’s 

AirIine to toe 
STEEL**?" auctioned 

fcwniite charities. 
EKfe toe Duchess of 
s former butler Friday 
the high court be 
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